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By KATE SILVER 
TERE ICO ST 


Clown porn: The nose 
isn’t the only thing big 
and red 


“You know what would make a good 
story? Something about a clown who 
makes people happy, but inside he’s real 
sad. Also, he has severe diarrhea.” — 
Jack Handey, Deep Thoughts 


Our love-hate relationship with clowns 
has reached a new level/fear/fetish. 
Yes, those grease-painted, droopy- 
eyed, big-footed buffoons sure know 
how to draw a crowd, be it lynch mob 
or orgy. And the image is everywhere. 
Just look around—between the ubiq- 
uitous Ronald McDonald, Jack in the 
Box, funhouses, circuses and memo- 
ries of Bozo, the childhood icon is 
inescapable. Just walking the streets 
can be a challenge for the fearful— 
and for a new wave of fetishists. 

Coulrophobics (i-e., folks who 
harbour an irrational fear of clowns) 
are just about as commonplace as 
clowns themselves. But why is that? 
Why has the image of this supposedly 
happy childhood entertainer turned 
evil? Flip to the other side—where did 
someone find the audacity to turn it 
into something sexual? 


The birth of the clown dates back 


thousands of years. Cortez reportedly 
took jesters from Montezuma’s court 
back to the Pope as gifts. But these 
were no normal jesters; these were 
old-school Aztec fools, dwarf clowns 
and hunchbacked buffoons. Yecchh! 
What a way. to begin your history. 

Little has changed today. While 
many clowns, no doubt, mean to 
bring joy into the lives of kids, the 
result is not always so positive. Now, 
we’re not talking about rogue clowns 
like mass murderer John Wayne Gacy 
Jr. or the pedophiles who have polka- 
dotted clown history. We're talking 
about your everyday, garden-variety, 
red-nosed clowns. 

Fearing clowns is actually more 
common than thinking fondly of 
them, according to Robert Thompson, 
president of the International Popular 
Culture Association. And the multitude 
of websites and support groups (which 
include www.ihateclowns.com, 
www.clownz.com, www.evilclownani- 
mation.com, www.klownkiller.com, 
among many others) hasn’t helped. 
"The cliché with a clown now is of 
course you're afraid of them,” Thomp- 
son says. “Of course they’re gross. It’s 
almost as though the horror manifes- 
tation of them has taken over the orig- 
inal idea of a clown as an amusing 
comic figure.” 

One of the main problems with 
clowns is that, besides looking funny, 
they do things that frighten or embar- 
rass you, They honk things at you. 
They make loud, balloon-smearing 
sounds. And you, as a child, get noth- 
ing—save contempt—in return. 
Clowns are different from other funny- 
looking icons who at least bring you 
presents and toys. Take Santa Claus, 
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The Lion Queen 


I've ridden jeeps and trucks through 
Etosha, the Serengeti and Masai Mara, 
as well as other African national parks, 
and witnessed firsthand the many dif- 
ferent types of families there are in the 
animal kingdom, from the territorial 
prides of lions in Ngorongoro Crater 
to the matriarchal elephant herds 
showering themselves with mud baths 
in Botswana’s Chobe River. 

So | wasn’t surprised to learn last 
week of two female peregrine falcons 
nesting together atop a University of 
Alberta building in Edmonton, both 
clearly indifferent to the male falcon 
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in the area. 

Over in Jerusalem, two gay male 
vultures—named Doshik and Yehu- 
da—have become key to the city 
zoo’s fostering program to restock 
the wild Griffin-vulture population in 
northern Israel. After the vultures 
took turns incubating a fake egg, zoo 
staff “gave them a one-day-old chick 
to rear and they raised it perfectly, 
just like a mother and father,” report- 
ed zoo director Shai Doron. Now 
Doshik and Yehuda are raising yet 
another chick. 

That reminds me of a male emu 
couple nesting together in Australia’s 
Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve 18 months 
ago. They raised seven adopted 
chicks—even though raising chicks, the 
reserve’s acting manager Geoff Under- 
wood said at the time, “is normally a 
sole male role, but it appears they are 
moving away from single-parent fami- 
lies. It is an ultra-modern family, but | 
don’t think they are homosexual.” 

Whether the adult emus are gay 
or not is beside the point. What is 
important is the fact that same-sex 





for example. “Santa has the extra ben- 
efit of being domesticated,” explains 
Thompson, “and of course he always 
buys his way into your affections by 
bringing you good presents. With 
clowns, the best they can usually do is 
an animal balloon and more likely than 
not, it pops in your face while they’re 
making it and makes you cry more.” 

Furthermore, clowns have an 
advantage over kids: they know 
there’s nowhere to hide. Parents 
think kids should love clowns, not 
fear them. If the kid turns to Mom for 
protection, she pushes him right 
back into the arms of the perpetrator. 
And so adults—who kids can usually 
count on to provide them with a safe 
zone from terror—become clown 
enablers. And the children are victim- 
ized even further. 

And then there’s the scary movies. 
While movies like /t, Poltergeist and 
Killer Klowns from Outer Space have 
capitalized on the terror we feel in the 
presence of clowns, they certainly 
didn’t create it. As Thompson 
explains it, the plots with the most 
terrifying potential involve things that 
seem innocent and harmless on the 
surface. But upon further examina- 
tion, there are subconscious and psy- 
chological fears that are deeply 
rooted in clowns’ very essence. 

Then again, perhaps fearing 
clowns is growing tiresome. Maybe 
it’s high time we moved on to the 
next level. And that new level is 
clown porn. Yes, you heard right. 
Clown porn. 

To Thompson, the existence of 
clown porn comes as no surprise. “i 
think you could go on the Internet and 


you could find porn sites surrounding 





couples raise children as well or better 
than their opposite-sex counterparts. 

That goes for human beings too. | 
have long believed gay and lesbian par- 
ents generally put more thought into 
having children because for the most 
part they face greater obstacles, from 
conceiving and adopting children to 
opposing religious fundamentalists who 
piously say that children raised in same- 
sex households will also grow up gay. 

Well, if that were the case, we'd all 
be straight: as the American Psychologi- 
cal Association stated in 1985, after 
reviewing 40 years of research, chil- 
dren’s sexuality is not influenced by 
their parents’ sexual orientation. 
Indeed, the APA went on to note that 
there are distinct advantages to being 
raised by lesbian or gay parents. A 1994 
University of Virginia study found that 
children of lesbians exhibit “a greater 
sense of well-being” than the kids of 
heterosexuals, and a recent study by 
the Gender Institute of the London 
School of Economics claims gay British 
dads are more compassionate toward 
their kids than straight dads. 


just about anything,” he says. “The 
clown thing has got a couple of 
added benefits. One, any time 
you've got a costume and a uniform, 
a sexual fetish is usually not far 
behind. And secondly, | think 
because it’s got this association with 
childhood and horror, there’s all the 
added perverse images that coagu- 
late around these kinds of things that 
can give it a sexual charge if you're 
so inclined as well.” 

Others aren’t so sanguine about 
this new phenomenon. There's a 
fantastic website, for instance, that 
hopes to nip this trend in the bud: 
www. StopClownPornNow.org. The 
site’s webmaster, Infozo, is terrified 
that the clown porn trend will 
spread as quickly as the clown-terror 
trend did. “Clowns and sexuality 
have been associated with one 
another since the Greek comic actors, 
forefathers of our modern Western 
clowns,” says Infozo via e-mail. “These 
actors are depicted on surviving pot- 
tery as wearing padding that empha- 
sizes the size and plumpness of their 
bellies and buttocks and/or strap-on 
phalloi that the ancient Greek audi- 
ence considered inseparable from 
comic performance.” 

He says that the porn industry 
capitalized quickly on clownsploita- 
tion, with films like The Sex Lives of 
Clowns, Johnny Toxic’s Clown Fuckers 
and New Wave Hookers IV. The Inter- 
net helped to further spread the trend 
with characters like “Knockers the 
Klown” and thousands of sites that are 
only an Internet search for “clown” 
and “sex” away. 

But Infozo isn’t clowning around 
when it comes to his website’ mission. 





“| personally have a problem with 
clown porn in the same way recover- 
ing alcoholics have problems with the 
bottle,” he writes. “Last year | hit bot- 
tom when | realized | was essentially 
stalking a clown when Ringling Broth- 
ers came to town. Having creeped 
myself out, | decided it was time to 
give something back to the clowns, 
the love of whom | had confused with 
lust for so long.” 

His goal is to stop the trend in its 
oversized shoes before it squeaks too 
far ahead. “Now it seems you can’t 
mention clowns at a cocktail party,” 
he says, “without the uprising chorus 
of the otherwise sound and sensible ‘I 
AM SO SCARED OF CLOWNS’... The 
endlessly recounted cocktail conversa- 
tion of the Porno Clown and his sexu- 
al successes is right around the corner. 
We're out to stop that.” © 





So, you ask, is there anything bad 
about being raised by homosexual 
parents? Well, yes—homophobia. 

Now, on the heels of North Ameri- 
ca’s mid-'90s “gayby” boom, when an 
estimated six to 12 million children 
were born into gay and lesbian house- 
holds, comes news that male couples 
will soon be able to “conceive” a child. 

In a brazen new world where sci- 
entists across Canada and the world 
are decoding the human genome, Dr. 
Calum MacKellar of Edinburgh Univer- 
sity says a “male egg” can be created 
by removing the nucleus from a 
donor egg and replacing it with the 
nucleus from a sperm cell. The new 
egg would then have male DNA and 
could be fertilized in vitro by another 
sperm before being implanted in the 
womb of a surrogate mother. 

The problem is, of course, 
embryos using only paternal DNA lack 
imprinted maternal genes that would 
allow them to grow normally, but 
once this obstacle is overcome—and 
it’s only a matter of time before it is— 
Bob and Joe will become fathers. As 


for Hillary and Peggy-Sue, inserting 
genetic material from a second egg 
into an intact egg would create off- 
spring with two genetic mothers, but 
the baby would be female since their 
eggs only carry the X chromosome. 

All this to say there’s nothing 
wrong growing up in a queer family. 
A look at the animal kingdom shows 
all you need to know, from male lions 
“head-rubbing” and rolling around 
with each other, to dolphins and 
whales rubbing their bodies together 
and stroking one another with their 
flippers and tail flukes. 

If an African safari or scuba-diving 
adventure is too far off the beaten 
path for your taste, check out the 
“gay tour” at Amsterdam’s Artis Zoo, 
where visitors can see “gay” bulls, ele- 
phants and gorillas, as well as homo 
whales, porpoises and dolphins. 

Hell, you may even meet Mr. Right 
(or Mr. Right Now) because, as zoo 
director Maarten Frankenhuis recently 
told Newsweek, “We get mostly gay 
people and mothers with their sons 
after they've just come out.” © 
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Bridge over 
troubled Walters 


| was thrilled to read Shirley Lowe’s 
response to my opinion piece regard- 
ing the Old Strathcona Business Asso- 
ciation’s “charity meters” campaign 
[Your Vue, May 24-30]. It’s great to 
create public dialogue about an issue 
as important as poverty and the ways 
we choose to address it. I’m glad to 
read that Ms. Lowe realizes the fierce 
grip poverty has on the lives on many 
people here in Edmonton. I’m also 
glad to know she realizes the impor- 
tance of getting it on the political 
agenda at all levels. 

| must, however, clarify some of 
the things she said about me. | am not 
starting an election campaign and | 
am not attacking any particular busi- 
nesses on Whyte Avenue. My criticism 
was purely pointed at the collective 
decision of Whyte Avenue businesses 
involved in the Old Strathcona Busi- 
ness Association to invoke what | feel 
is a wasteful and dishonest way to 
deal with panhandlers. 

| also must inform Mr. Lowe that | 
have spent the past six years working 
with poor and low-income people in 
Edmonton’s inner city and along Whyte 
Avenue. Up until a couple months ago, 
| worked at the Bissell Centre as the edi- 
tor of Our Voice magazine, which exists 
to deal with poverty both by directly 
putting money into people’s pockets as 
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well as getting the issues of poverty into 
the minds of the general public and by 
putting the stories of the poor onto the 
political agenda. 

| have talked at great length with 
people who panhandle on Whyte 
Avenue and have built relationships 
with many of them. | try my best to 
understand their situations and not to 
make quick, convenient judgments 
about them. They are all there for a rea- 
son. | suggest we all take the time to 
understand these reasons and challenge 
our own views and opinions about peo- 
ple in poverty. We also must learn to 
not be so sensitive when other people 
challenges our actions and beliefs. 

| stand firm in my criticism of your 
charity meters. | feel they are a waste of 
good people’s energy and | feel it is 
motivated simply by the interest of 
business. | agree wholeheartedly that 
business owners on Whyte Avenue 
should not have to contend with peo- 
ple intimidating and scaring potential 
customers. But people doing this 
should be dealt with by the police. It is 
harassment and no one has the right to 
scare and mistreat people, even if they 
are poor. The poor have to be account- 
able too. But we have to be careful not 
to cloud the issue which is unfortunate- 
ly what happens with the majority of 
anti-panhandling campaigns. 

All of us who are not poor have to 
start being accountable to people 
who are. This includes the Old Strath- 
cona Business Association. So instead 
of giving the money from the charity 
meters to a few service agencies, why 


COVER STORY: “Bliss” is the name of the painting that's 
been chosen to symbolize this year’s edition of NeXtFest, 
and that’s precisely what new festival director Steve Pirot 
is feeling as he surveys the astonishingly diverse lineup 
of events he’s organized. And also exhaustion © 12 
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doesn’t it throw its support behind 
the movement by social agencies to 
increase Support for Independence 
(SFI) payments for people on welfare? 
Why doesn’t the OSBA create a cam- 
paign to raise the minimum wage to a 
living wage? 

| would be thrilled to volunteer to 
help the OSBA organize these cam- 
Paigns and to truly address the reasons 
so many people need to panhandle. 
Wouldn’t this be a great way to get 
our politicians to take notice of the 
push for some much needed political 
change. —MicHaeL WaLTERS 


Don’t tow away the poor 


I'm writing to comment on Shirley 
Lowe's letter in the May 24-30 issue of 
Vue Weekly. 

| wish it was me who thought of 
“charity meters” because | could at 
least come out and say it was actually 
just a joke In protest of the way the 
poor are treated in this world. We love 
our fucking cars as much as we love 
our brothers and sisters. Is that what's 
meant by these things? We dump 
people on the street the way we park 
our cars, plug a meter and walk away 
to tend to more important things like 
buying stuff. 

| cannot believe whoever came up 
with charity meters was serious. | 
don’t care what positive intention 
these meters have for the community. 
They are an embarrassment and an 
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Biking is more to city’s liking 


Planners quietly 
make progress 
toward a more 
bike-friendly city 
‘By IAN MULDER 


Ihe lowly bicycle, despite its 
Tice simple design, is 

an incredibly powerful tech- 
nology. As Ivan Illich once noted, 
“Man on a bicycle can go three or 
four times faster than the pedestri- 
an, but uses five times 
less energy in the 
process. He carries 
one gram of his 
weight over a kilometre 
of flat road at an expense of only 
0.15 calories. Equipped with this 
tool, man outstrips the efficiency of 
not only all machines but all other 
animals as well.” 

Invented in the 1860s, the bicycle 
was first made possible by advances in 
metallurgy that enabled manufactur- 
ers to create thin, relatively light tub- 
ing. During the Cultural Revolution of 
1950s China, the bicycle was consid- 
ered so important to the nation’s wel- 
fare that the bicycle industry was 
among the first to be nationalized by 
the communist government. On the 
other side of the globe, in Switzerland, 
it was only last month that the Swiss 
military opted to disband its famous 
bicycle regiment, whose machines 
had only been seriously updated in 
1996—SO years after the design of the 
original model. Bicycles are efficient. 
Bicycles are cheap. So why doesn’t 





Your Vue 
Continued from previous page 


insult to anyone who encounters one. 

When | plug my parking meter it’s 
so | don’t get my car towed. | don’t 
care where the money goes. Does 
anyone even know where the money 
goes? I'd like to thank Shirley Lowe for 
enlightening all of us as to where the 
money from the charity meters go. | 
have a good friend who was helped 
out by the Youth Emergency Shelter. 
I'm thankful that the money is going 
to a good cause, but please stop for a 
moment and kill the light on those 
big green dollar signs in your heads. 

Think about what a parking meter 
for people symbolizes. If | don’t plug the 
charity meter are you going to have the 
poor person sitting next to it dragged 
away to an impound lot? Is that how 
Edmontonians want to be perceived in 
the way they treat their poor? 

Please, Shirley and your Strathcona 
Business Association, take a step back 
and get some more of those neat fun- 
nel-shaped things that when you put 
your coin in, it rolls around and around 
and around until you're dizzy. Those 
were cool. Parking meters for people is 
not cool. — CHRIS JOHNSTON, EDMONTON 


Wobbly logic 


Re: “Gotta serve somebody,” May 24- 
May 30 

Out of the mouth of service work- 
ers comes the naked truth. Clayton, a 
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everyone ride their bikes every chance 
they get? 

“| think that we are often sucked 
into car culture,” says Chris Chypy- 
ha, cyclist and board member of the 
Edmonton Bicycle Commuters, a 
local bicycle advocacy organization 
that runs its own do-it-yourself 
repair shop while also selling recon- 
ditioned models. “There have been 
studies that have shown that for 
most short and moderate-length 
trips, the bicycle is actually faster.” 

Not to mention cheaper. The 
average bicycle costs $500 and, with 
regular basic mainte- 
nance, will last 
more than 10 
years. A new car, by 
contrast, sells for at least 
$12,000 and according to Alberta 
Motor Association figures will cost 
the average driver more than $6,000 
a year in fuel, repairs and insurance. 
Ecologically speaking, automobiles 
are the leading cause of air pollution 
and are responsible for one-third of 
all carbon dioxide emissions. Modern 
cars are getting more efficient, but 
the price of fuel is going up as well. 
According to a recent study in the 
Pacific Northwest (including Vancou- 
ver and the lower mainland), more 
people died as a result of car accidents 
in the suburbs than died in the inner 
city as a result of violence and drugs. 


Handle with cars 


Still, the EBC takes pains to empha- 
size that they’re not out to demo- 
nize automobiles or the people who 
drive them. “Our members include 


dishwasher, is quoted as saying, 
“Everyone who works deserves a living 
wage.” We agree. Which is why we 
have launched a campaign for a living 
wage for all workers, part-time or full- 
time. The vast majority of workers in 
this city, especially in the service 
industry, are not unionized and are 
paid just barely above the minimum 
wage, with little or no benefits. 

The Edmonton Social Planning 
Council has done a shopping basket 
account of what it would take for a 
worker to support himself or herself in 
this city. That would be a wage of $10 
an hour and full benefits, which 
includes the employer paying for work- 
ers’ healthcare, dental and supplemen- 
tal healthcare (Blue Cross, etc.) benefits. 

This is not to much to ask for 
when you consider the fact that even 
at these wages the average worker 
would only be making $80 a day or 
$800 biweekly. Not exactly a king’s 
ransom, or even one-thousandth of 
most CEO salaries. With benefits paid 
for by the employer the real take- 
home pay for workers would be closer 
to $12 an hour. 

Surely, as Clayton said in your arti- 
cle, this is the least workers deserve. 
And of course if we had a living wage, 
perhaps we would then at least ame- 
liorate the conditions that see people 
having to dumpster dive for recycled 
cash or panhandle. Paying a living 
wage, employers in trendy Whyte 
Avenue and Old Scona would then 
actually be contributing to the end of 
poverty rather than having to resort to 





bicyclists, transit users and car 
drivers,” says the EBC website. “In 
fact, many of us drive cars regular- 
ly. In Edmonton this is usually a 
result of weather and/or urban 
planning that focusses heavily on 
automobile use.” As more and 
more Edmontonians are encour- 
aged to abandon the inner cities in 
favour of new suburban develop- 
ments at the edge of town, they 
frequently find themselves living 
so far from their workplace and 
the centres of commerce that auto- 
mobiles become a necessity. 

But city planning may be chang- 
ing here in Edmonton—much to 
the benefit of the self-propelled. 
There are plans in the works to 
expand the current multi-use trail 
system into all four corners of the 
city in an effort to make it safer and 
more efficient for cyclists, 
rollerbladers and pedestrians to get 
around. Entitled the Multi-Use Trail 
Corridor Study, initial design ideas are 
currently on display at City Hall. A 
powerful vision statement guides the 
study, which hopes to create a “net- 
work of multi-use corridors... that link 
major city destinations for all users.” 

There are currently 115 kilome- 
tres of multi-use trail in Edmonton, 
mostly in the river valley, and an 
additional 105 kilometres of Class 3 
bike lanes that are shared by buses, 
taxis and cyclists. The last major ren- 
ovation to the trail system occurred 
in 1992, which established the cur- 
rent system of paved and unpaved 
trails that link the river valley. The 
new plan calls for the expansion of 
the trail system onto abandoned rail- 
charity parking meters. 

It is interesting to note that in the 
letter published in the same issue from 
Shirley Lowe of the OSBA, she admits 
poverty is caused by “low wage jobs.” 
This is why we launched our “Union- 
ize Whyte Avenue” campaign two 
years ago. OSBA then and now 
opposed unionization on Whyte. They 
love to talk about the impact on Mom 
and Pop stores. This cliché is outmod- 
ed—Chapters, Albert's, IGA, Army and 
Navy, Second Cup, etc. are far from 
mom and pop stores. 

Workers in the service industry 
need unions—not just to get them liv- 
ing wages, but to defend them 
against abuse by employers. Every 
worker deserves a living wage and full 
benefits, whether they are unionized 
or not, We encourage workers to 
demand a living wage and full bene- 
fits; this will be more effective in allevi- 
ating working class poverty than 
plugging spare change into hip capi- 
talist parking meters. —RYAN VAN DEN 

Berc, IWW EDMONTON BRANCH SECRETARY 


Here’s ‘Mud in your eye 


While | completely agree with Paul 
Matwychuk’s assessment that Edmon- 
ton is quickly becoming a cinematic 
hick town [Whyte Avenue freeze-out,” 
VuePoint, May 31-June 6], | still think 
city council made the right choice [to 
deny Westcorp’s application to build a 
movieplex on Whyte Avenue]. Whyte 
Avenue is congested enough, and the 
principle of honouring promises to the 





way lines on the north and south 
sides of the river valley and along the 
LRT line up to Clareview. Other 
potential networks will be forged 
along existing roadways, expanding 
sidewalks and curb lanes in the 
process. The plan makes room for 
short- to long-term adaptations of the 
transportation system and its skeletal 
costs are estimated at about $17 mil- 
lion. That’s no small sum, but propor- 
tionately it’s much cheaper than 
many other transportation schemes 
and may in fact end up saving the 
city money in the long run by reduc- 
ing vehicular traffic and congestion 
on the city’s roadways. 

Claire Stock, a transportation 


ee ; 
SEE PAGE 11 


community was a more important 
issue than indulging the wishes of a 
small segment of cinema buffs. 

The thing that | find interesting is 
that up until a few months ago, we 
did have a major multiplex theatre 
that catered to the “artsy” crowd. It 
was called the Whitemud Cineplex. 
Disappointingly, when the Cineplex 
chain was bought out by that vulture 
Gerry Schwartz and his Onex corpora- 
tion, the story didn’t get any coverage 
in either of Edmonton’s entertainment 
weeklies. | remember the Journal gave 
it a passing mention, the major focus 
being on Whitemud Cineplex’s closure 
and job losses. 

At the time, | was dejected, as | 
had grown to love the Whitemud 
since it instituted its “arthouse” policy. 
The fact its focus was on a niche mar- 
ket generally meant that people who 
actually shelled out money at the 
Whitemud went with the intent to 
watch the film and not chat in the 
dark (a big pet peeve of mine). | 
caught on average two films per 
month at the ‘Mud—the best one was 
The Tao of Steve, the last one Shadow 
of the Vampire. Now that the Whyte 
Ave proposition is dead and the ‘Mud 
sits vacant, | can’t think of a better 
alternative for Atlantis-Alliance to put 
up the arthouse movieplex. In fact, 
I've e-mailed all city councillors urging 
them promote this site to Alliance 
Atlantis. So far, no response. Regard- 
less of where Atlantis Alliance puts up 
their theatre, I’d wish they'd hurry up 

it and do it. —Ken Loo, EDMONTON 








YOUR ALTERNATIVE GUIDE TO 
WHAT'S REALLY GOING ON... 





Wetness for the 
prostitution 


OTTAWA—In another burst of 
Orwellian doublespeak from the feder- 
al Liberals, environment minister David 
Anderson says a bulletin on the gov- 
ernment’s tendering website soliciting 
bids from companies to “develop a 
methodology to value water” will help 
protect Canada’s freshwater resources, 
not lead us closer to controversial bulk 
water exports, which the Liberals have 
vowed they will not permit. 

The electronic bulletin asks con- 
tractors to figure out how to “derive a 
national estimate of the value of Cana- 
da’s water resources” in order to “help 
governments make decisions on issues 
such as water exports, or access to 
ground-water resources.” 

Critics bristled at the wording of the 
blurb, especially because they’re con- 
cerned about one water sale opening 
up all of Canada’s water to export 
under NAFTA. Water is currently exclud- 
ed from the free trade agreement, but if 
even one individual deal goes 
through—for example, in Newfound- 
land, where premier Roger Grimes 
believes water sales could generate roy- 
alties of $20 million per month for the 
province—it could set a precedent and 
force Canada to open the taps. 

“| think it’s pretty shocking,” NDP 
leader Alexa McDonough said to the 
Globe and Mail. “They seem to be at 
least mouthing that they’re opposed to 
bulk water exports... but it’s pretty 
obvious to anyone who reads this that 
they've been caught red-handed doing 
what they say they’re not doing, which 
is seriously considering that option.” 

“More and more, trade agree- 
ments are codifying that everything is 
a commodity,” added Jamie Dunn, a 
water campaigner with the Council of 
Canadians. “How can the 
environment minister propose evalu- 
ating water on a dollar-per-litre basis 
when the environment isn’t part of 
that market?” 

When this story broke last week, 
Anderson’s press secretary, Kelly Mor- 
gan, said that the bulletin was probably 
Posted to the website by department 
bureaucrats without approval from 
Politicians. “I’m not sure why the words 
‘water export’ appeared in it,” she told 
the Globe. Then Anderson stepped up 
the damage control, telling a Parlia- 
ment Hill media scrum that the Liberals 
haven't changed their minds on water 
export. “This is all part of a data-gather- 
ing process that has nothing to do with 
the export of water,” he said. “The fact 
is, we have made a decision with 
regards to the bulk export of water, 
regardless of its value.” 

Actually, the fact is, when you 
Put a “for sale” sign on something, 
you move closer to selling it, not 
removing it from the auction block. 
—DAN RUBINSTEIN 
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Report: U.S. pressures 
Canada into polluting 


TORONTO—A new report from the 
David Suzuki Foundation says Canadi- 
an greenhouse gas emissions will 
jump 44 per cent above targets set 
out in the Kyoto Protocol if Ottawa 
increases oil and gas production to 
meet mounting U.S. demands. 
Fuelling the Climate Crisis, released 
last week and available at www.ener- 
gyrevolution.net, details how Cana- 
da’s drive to feed the voracious 
American appetite for fossil fuels could 
see us rushing into more environmen- 
tally-harmful oil and gas production. 
“Our new research points out the 
outrageous contradiction between 
Canada’s commitment to reduce 
greenhouse gases and its desire to 
boost oil and gas production,” Jim 
Fulton, executive director of the David 
Suzuki Foundation, said in a release. 
Because of American fear of energy 
conservation and prime minister Jean 
Chrétien's compliance, the U.S. intends 
to alleviate its swelling “energy crisis” 
by tapping into Canadian sources, like 
Alberta polluting tarsands. This poli- 
cy—in the wake of the warning from 
the UN Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change that increased levels of 
greenhouse gases in the atmosphere 
will bring more frequent droughts, 
heavier storms, rising oceans and heat 
waves—concerns environmentalists. 
“Runaway U.S. demand is forcing 
Canada to increase the production of 
dirty fuel,” said Dermot Foley, the 
report's author and the foundation’s 
energy policy specialist. “Both coun- 
tries have a choice—we don’t have to 
expand fossil fuel use. We must begin 
working with the U.S. on intelligent 
energy policies.” —DAN RUBINSTEIN 


POLITICS 
Go German, urges Nystrom 


OTTAWA—NDP MP Lorne Nystrom, 
Canada's champion of repeatatona, 


government, thinks this country would 
be a lot better off if our government 
make-up mirrored that of Germany. 

Nystrom pushed for a vote on rep- 
resentational government—where par- 
ties would be assigned seats on the 
basis of national popular vote, not on 
individual ridings—right before Parlia- 
ment was dissolved for the 2000 feder- 
a! election. He's now reintroducing his 
idea, hoping for an all-party committee 
to be formed to study his reform plans. 

Last week, Nystrom said the fact 
that Canada’s winning parties often 
get majority governments with far less 
than half the popular vote (the Liberals 
got 38 per cent of the overall vote in 
2000 and won a healthy majority of 
seats) is making Canadians cynical 
about the system and driving down 
voter turnout to just 617 per cent of 
registered voters in 2000. Work out 
the math: with 38 per cent of 61 per 
cent of the total voting population 
voting Liberal, that means just 23 per 
cent of eligible citizens actually placed 
an X next to a Grit name in the last 
election. And with vote-splitting now 
commonplace, many MPs get elected 
with less than SO per cent of the sup- 
port from their ridings. 

“In France, a candidate must have 
50 per cent of the vote or more to be 
elected to the National Assembly,” 
noted Nystrom. “The French presi- 
dent must have 50 per cent of the 
vote to be elected.” 

But runoff elections are costly, so 
Nystrom thinks it would be best if 
Canada adopted the German style of 
parliament, which employs two bal- 
lots: one that asks voters to choose a 
candidate for their riding and one that 
asks what political party they support. 
Half of the seats in the German parlia- 
ment are elected, Canada-style, 
according to riding, and the other half 
seats are awarded to the parties on 
the basis of the popular vote. Nystrom 
believes if this system were adopted 
on a province-by-province basis, it 
would reawaken Canadians to the 
power c of enfranchisement and inspire $, 
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them to go out and vote again. 

“The main thing to note is that 
Canadians are feeling so alienated by 
our political system,” he said. “They feel 
that their votes do not count, that their 
votes are wasted.” —STEVEN SANDOR 


Lavish Hamill payout 
angers WCB foes 


EDMONTON—Critics of the Alberta 
Workers’ Compensation Board’s habit 
of handsomely remunerating its execu- 
tives while nickel-and-diming claimants 
have more ammunition for their argu- 
ment: $187,500 in termination benefits 
given to former vice-president David 
Hamill, who earned $185,120 during 
the year he spent with the board. 

Hamill’s payout is the latest in a 
string of ridiculously large sums the 
WCB has given senior staff. Current 
chief executive officer Mary 
Cameron's $99,000 raise made head- 
lines in 1999, jacking her salary into 
the $350,000 ballpark. Former CEO. 
John Cowell raked in a $580,000 sev- 
erance package in 1997 in addition to 
his $366,287 annual stipend. 

“It's further proof that they‘re in 
a world of their own,” Liberal labour 
critic Hugh MacDonald said to the 
Edmonton Journal about Hamill’s pay- 
ment, which the latest WCB annual 
report, released last week, outlined 
in fine-print footnotes. “If they were 
as interested in looking after the 
interests of injured workers as they 
are of their own executives, | don’t 
think so many workers would be 
expressing frustration about their 
treatment by the WCB.” 

“It is an appalling misuse of the 
resources that were intended to help 
workers who have been injured on the 
job,” New Democrat MLA Brian Mason 
told the journal. “Something has to 
change at the WCB because their prior- 
ities are completely out of line.” For its 
part, the WCB maintains that its execu- 
tives are actually underpaid relative to 
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Born in flames 


Forest fires are inevitable. They 
come each spring, when the earth 
is warm and dry. We fight them as 
best we can, minimizing casualties 
and property damage, then await 
the next fire. And the next fire sea- 
son. And so on 

This spring has been particular- 
ly brutal in Alberta. Nobody has 
died, but several homes have 
burned down and thousands of 
hectares of forest have been lost. 
It’s just a natural cycle, right? Well, 
that’s part of the story... 

Turns out this whole climate 
change problem—greenhouse gas 
emissions, global warming, all that 
business—is going to mean a 
longer fire season and more fire 
damage as the global thermome- 
ter creeps up a degree or two over 
the next few decades. Warmer 
temperatures equals drier forests; 
it’s that simple. 

Although scientists haven’t 
issued a unanimous warning 
about the human roots of climate 
change, by now there is consen- 
sus: pollution from the oil and 
gas industry and the use of the 
fossil fuels they provide are large 
contributing factors. The govern- 
ment of Alberta knows this, But 
they also rake in millions in oil 
and gas royalties—and hey, the 
economy is booming. 

‘Okay, no problem. If the gov- e 
ernment won’t curtail oil and gas 
development and these fires are 
going to get worse, it can simply 
ask the forestry industry to pitch 
in more. After all, when trees _ 
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Timothy Taylor's chef d’oeuvre 


Stanley Park paints 
a vivid portrait of 
food battling 
commerce 





ancouver author Timothy 
Vex: first novel is an agile 

and confident debut that 
uses food metaphorically to rumi- 
nate on the importance 
of place and roots 
in an increasingly 
rootless global soci- 
ety. In other words, it’s 
a book about chefs, sex, food 
groupies and bag ladies. 

Taylor unfolds his legs and leans 
across the table. “What did you 
think of the book?” he asks pointed- 
ly..Oh fuss and bother, I say to 
‘myself. Who's interviewing whom 
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About: Bicycling 


<bicycling.about.com> 
cling, 


Bicycle Museum of America 
<www.bicyclemuseum.com> 

Private collection includes antique bicy- 
cles from the 1800s, balloon tire classics 
of the 1940s and 1950s, and banana seat 
highrise handlebar bikes of the 1960s. 


Bicycle Source 

<www. bicyclesource.com> 

Information on many aspects of trail and 
road biking including tips, original arti- 
cles, training, fitness, women's cycling 
and repair. 


Bike Parade 
<home.earthlink.net/~hockeyhead> 
Frightening collection of mutant and/or 
stupid bikes. Anti-car, anti-cool and 
anti-style. 


Bikel.com 

<www.bikel.com> 

Bicycle resource center, including free 
tour guide, chat, stolen bike database, 
race sponsor database, classified ads 
and more. 


Bikecom 

<www.bikecom.com> 

Links to clubs, trail information, shops, 
safety issues, manufacturers and more. 


BikesRNotToys 
<www.BikesRNotToys.com> 
Layperson's guide to bicycle buying 
and use. 


BikeTracker.com 

<www. biketracker.com> 

Allows users to keep an online log of bike 
rides and to join clubs of like-minded 


cyclists, 

Classic Bicycle Rendezvous 
<www.classicrendezvous.com/main.htm> 
Dedicated to lightweight vintage bicycles from 
the turn of the century to the early 1980s. 
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here? Ask me at the end, when I’m 
closing my notebook and both of 
our jobs are done. I think dark 
thoughts to myself about writers tee- 
tering monstrously between ego. and 
insecurity and tell him I thought he 
made Vancouver appear urbane and 
alive without any hand-wringing 
self-consciousness. Taylor seems sat- 
isfied and the interview starts. 

But his question stays in the back 
of my mind. Stanley Park has 
already received a lot of press, all of it 
favourable, some of it 
glowing. Surely he 
needs no reassuring 
words from me—he 
has planned his career 
path carefully. An economics degree 
here at the U of A was followed by an 
M.B.A. at Queens. A banker by trade, 
he later started his own Pacific fish- 
eries consulting practice. A few years 
later, he had reached the point where 
he knew he could give up his day job 
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ClassicBicycle 
<www.classicbicycle.com> 

Articles, forums and photos concerning 
British lightweight cycles from 1919 onwards. 






CyberCycle 

<library.thinkquest.org/10333> 

Information on nutrition, mountain biking, 
training, equipment, repairs and more 









Cycling Injuries and Treatment 

<www. bicyclesource.com/body/pain> 
Discusses ways to deal with biking muscle 
cramps, overuse injuries, and common 
knee problems 









Ken Kifer’s Bike Pages 
<www.kenkifer.com/bikepages> 

Camping and touring information, advocacy 
and lifestyle issues, traffic and health advice, 
wacky humour and links 





King of the Mountains (KOM) 
<www.komeycling.com> 

International guide to paved road cycling 
climbs and races. 


Roadcycling.com 

<www.roadcycling.com> 

Bicycling-related news, product reviews, ride 
guide, training articles, race results, discus- 
sion board, schedules, rankings and contests 






Science of Cycling 
<www.exploratorium.edu/cycling> 

Goes behind the scenes to learn about the 
sport from the perspective of top athletes, 
bicycle makers and scientists. 


Toospeed.com 

<www.toospeed.com> 

Results, news, and interviews from the world 
of motorcycles, bikes and snowboards. 


Tortoise’s Cycling Page 
<www.turbotortoise.com> 

Resource for all aspects of cycling, with a 
focus on recumbent bicycles. 





You Know You're a Biker When... 
<www.wheelman.com/bikertest.html> 





to write full-time. (In fact, he doesn’t 
write from home but in an office 
located on Cambie.) He sent short 
stories to one of Canada’s most 
respected literary mags, The Malahat 
Review, and subsequently attracted 
the eyes of the Journey Prize judges. 
He ended up winning that award last 
year and had not one but three of his 
stories published in their prestigious 
Journey Prize Anthology, a feat unheard 
of in literary circles. 

Taylor says he simply didn’t 
have a novel in him when he was 
younger, so he was glad to bide his 
time doing something else. Still, he 
acknowledges that he has not had 
to endure the same struggles as 
other writers. “There are hostilities 
between art and commerce,” the 
former businessman says, uncross- 
ing his legs and rubbing his eyes. 
“But it’s a presumption of opposites 
and I don’t buy into that.” 


Bistro, Inferno 


Stanley Park, in its own deliberate 
way, tells a simple enough story. 
Chef Jeremy Papier, trained in 
France, returns to Vancouver to 
open the Monkey’s Paw Bistro in 
Vancouver's run-down east end. His 
culinary vision centres on inventive 
menus using only local ingredients. 
Word of mouth starts a buzz and 
soon the foodies and media are 
clamouring for reservations. All this 
acclaim naturally grabs the atten- 
tion of local coffeeshop entrepre- 
neur Dante Beale, owner of the 
Inferno conglomerate. 

Meanwhile, Jeremy’s slightly 
eccentric father, known only as the 
Professor, has taken up residence in 
the wilds of Stanley Park to better 
pursue his “participatory anthropolo- 
gy” with the homeless. He wants to 
study and record “the delusional, the 
alcoholic, the paranoid, the bipolar” 
as they go about their daily struggles 
for food, shelter and acceptance. Jere- 
my’s father is intrigued by a decades- 
old unsolved crime in the park that 
came to be known as the “Babes in 


the Wood” murders. The 
Professor asks his reluc- 
tant and skeptical son to 
do some research for 
him about the two dead 
children. 

Meanwhile, creditors 
come banging on the 
door of the Monkey’s 
Paw, forcing Jeremy to 
sell to Dante, Not sur- 
prisingly, the coffeeshop 
magnate has completely 
different plans for the lit- 
tle bistro. He and Jeremy 
do not share the same 
food ideology. Dante’s 
approach is “commodi- 
fied and identical,” 
explains Taylor, whereas 
Jeremy’s philosophy cel- 
ebrates the “soil beneath 
his feet.” Gerriamo’s, the 
new restaurant, has been 
thoroughly market-test- 
ed. So Jeremy, in kind, 
plans a very special 
menu for Dante’s superficial crowd at 
the grand opening. 


Kitchen debate 


Taylor bristles imperceptibly at the 
suggestion that he has written a 
“food book,” but there’s no denying 
that some of its best (and longest) 
scenes detail the theatrics in a high- 
octane professional kitchen. Taylor 
has no formal cookery training him- 
self, so he consulted with a friendly 
chef he knows before mapping out 
Jeremy’s humble bistro kitchen and 
Gerriamo’s million-dollar nerve cen- 
tre. He also tagged along to work 
with another friendly chef to crib 
notes on the noise and heat of a 
high volume kitchen. I noticed simi- 
larities between Taylor’s fictional 
kitchens and American chef Antho- 
ny Bourdain’s exploits of a life in 
food (outlined in his bestselling 
memoir Kitchen Confidential: Adven- 
tures in the Culinary Underbelly). Tay- 
lor grins and quotes his favourite 
line from Bourdain’s book. 





STANLEY PARK 


TIMOTHY TAYLOR 


In the novel, Jeremy divides chefs 
into two distinct groups: Crips and 
Bloods, terms he somewhat fanciful- 
ly borrows from the names of L.A. 
street gangs. A Crip, Taylor explains, 
is a chef who “innovates within a 
form,” whereas a Blood “pays tribute 
to the traditions of a form.” A Crip 
tries new techniques and combina- 
tions (sometimes to head-scratching 
effect) and a Blood reveres culinary 
tradition and the preservation of 
classical recipes. “So it’s a proclivity, 
not an ideology. It’s obviously way 
too simple to divide the world into 
two cultures.” As for Taylor, he 
admits to buying Jacques Pepin’s 
penultimate La Technique Complete 
back when he was still attending uni- 
versity in Toronto. “My roommate 
couldn’t figure that one out, because 
it’s all about technique, no recipes,” 
Taylor says, laughing. That pretty 
much makes Taylor a Blood. © 
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Where Angel fears io tread 


Hornby anthology 
is thin, despite 
presence of Doyle, 
Marber, Smith 


“By PAUL MATWYCHUK 





every single one of Nick Hornby’s 

books—Fever Pitch, High Fidelity 
and About a Boy—have been turned 
into movies. (About a Boy, starring 
Hugh Grant and Toni Collette, 
began filming on Monday and is 
due in theatres some time in 2002.) 
They're funny, smart, zippy, pop- 
culture-savvy and so totally accessi- 
ble—there’s not a single nuance in 
them that you can’t glean upon 
your very first read—that they’re 
almost anti-literary. 

The new short story anthology 
Speaking With the Angel (the 
title comes from a Ron Sexsmith 
song) features contributions from an 
eye-popping array of hot, young, 
mostly British authors, including 
Helen Fielding (Bridget Jones’s Diary), 
Dave Eggers (A Heartbreaking Work of 
Staggering Genius) and Melissa Bank 
(The Girls’ Guide to Hunting and Fish- 
ing), not to mention 
Roddy Doyle, Irvine 
Welsh and Hornby 
himself—and yet, 
mysteriously, almost all 
of them come out sounding like 
Hornby. The stories are all narrated 
in the first person and, with few 
exceptions, the main characters are 
all classic Hornby types: amiable fel- 
lows, a little befuddled by the world 
around them, muddling through 
their relationships with lovets and 
family members with the aid of a 
wry, self-deprecating sense of 
humour. “The Department of Noth- 
ing,” by actor Colin Firth (currently 
onscreen in the movie version of 
Bridget Jones’s Diary), is one of the 
least satisfying stories in the collec- 
tion precisely because, even though 
the main character, Henry, is sup- 
posedly to be a young boy with a 
wild imagination, Firth’s writing 
style is in such a familiar vein that 
nothing that happens to Henry star- 
tles us. We've seen this kid before. 


[: shouldn’t be surprising that 


The “Peter” principals 


By contrast, “Peter Shelley” by play- 
wright Patrick Marber (Closer) is 
superb—it’s the story, set in the 
summer of 1978, of two 14-year- 
olds who fall in love at the local 
record store when they notice they 
both really like the Buzzcocks. Every 
detail in this story rings true: the 
way the boy wonders what it would 
be like to slither his tongue around 
in her mouth and her “funny, gappy 
teeth,” the moment where he looks 
at her nails and writes, “Her fingers 
were pretty chewed up but they 
look nice all the same,” the bit 
where she asks him if he wants to 
come up to her house and listen to 
his new record, he says, “Maybe” 
and she replies, “Well, fuck off 
then.” This story also contains one 
of the best, most exciting and 





downright believable sex 
scenes I’ve ever read—she 
asks him to spit the tea he’s 
drinking into her face, 
“Love You More” is playing 
over and over on her record 
player as she guides him 
into the right hole and they 
stare at each other wide- 
eyed for a moment when he 
slides inside. 

Almost as good is Roddy 
Doyle’s “The Slave,” a long 
monologue in which a 
man’s discovery of a dead rat 
in his kitchen prompts him 
to re-evaluate his place in 
the universe—the conviction 
with which Doyle’s hero 
embraces the pleasures of 
domestic life is one of the 
most uplifting things in this 
collection. Melissa Bank's 
“The Wonder Spot” is a 
sweet little romantic 
vignette, Zadie Smith’s “I’m 
the Only One” provides 
another glimpse into the 
boisterous multicultural world she 
delineated at much greater length in 
White Teeth and Robert Harris‘s 
“PMQ” is a broad but nevertheless 
amusing political misadventure that 
begins with the British 
prime minister step- 
ping into a gas sta- 
tion restroom and 
ends with him being 
driven by a sexy teenaged girl to the 
home of an editorial columnist and 
engaging him in a brawl. (Anyone in 
the acting profession may want to 
skip reading John O’Farrell’s bleakly 
hilarious “Walking Into the Wind,” 
which closes the book, however; the 
main character, a mime, is the toast 
of the Edinburgh Fringe Festival at 
the start of the story and a pathetic, 
divorced, friendless loser by the end.) 


Ion O 


The rosy crucifixion 


The stories in Speaking With the 
Angel, except for an extremely stu- 
pid Twilight Zone-ish tale from 


NICK HORNBY 


BUCS Saath lash: Whale 





Irvine Welsh, are probably enter- 
taining enough to justify the cost 
of the book, even without the 
knowledge that the proceeds will 
be donated to a pair of schools for 
autistic children in London and 
New York. (Hornby’s son is autis- 
tic.) Still, judged on strictly literary 
merits, it’s a little thin. Hornby’s 
contribution to the collection, 
“NippleJesus,” is narrated by a for- 
mer bouncer who gets a job at an 
art gallery guarding a controversial 
exhibit: an incredibly complex col- 
lage of nipples from porn maga- 
zines arranged to form an image of 
Christ on the cross. ] wished more 
of the stories in Speaking With the 
Angel were more like that piece of 
art—something a little upsetting, or 
at least something that paid off 
closer examination by revealing a 
surprising extra layer. O 
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Colour Blind 
expands empire to 
124 Street boutique 





i ast Thursday marked the grand 
opening of Colour Blind’s new 
aby: the mini Colour Blind 
Boutique located at 
10167-124 Street. 
Less than a quarter 
of the size of the 
monstrous Whyte 
Avenue superstore, the new boutique 
has a tighter array of merchandise 
and, in my opinion, a lot to offer the 
growing number of patrons on 124th. 
As Whyte Avenue slowly grows 
into the Robson Street of Edmonton, 
alternative clientele as well as inde- 
pendent business owners will be in 
need of a less expensive place to rent 
their homes, studios and business 
spaces, as well as a less overpopulated 
place to spend time shopping, eating 
and hanging out. And right now, 
124th seems like the best place for 
such a development to occur. Colour 
Blind’s revenue from their Whyte Ave 
location can easily support a fledgling 
store and its reputation should pro- 





vide 124 Street 
with a consistent 
flow of clients. 
Even so, making 
that happen will probably take a little 
tenacity from a store owner who is 
used to being busy all day, every day. 
“We're definitely appealing to an 
older crowd at this location,” says 
Meghann Ingram, assistant manager 
of the new boutique. “A lot of the 
new lines we've got in right now are 
higher-end and a little more sophisti- 
cated than some of the streetwear 
lines we do well with on Whyte Ave. 
But we're still appealing 
to a really broad 
market. A lot of the 
stock we have right 
now is suitable for an 
older customer because they can feel 
sexy and stylish without feeling too 
young. The same pieces can work 
just as well on a teenager, but with a 
totally different look. 


Shut the Dior 


The merchandise for sale includes 
jeans and other casual classics 
(Mavi, Dekker, Big Star, 555 Soul), 
streetwear staples (Kitchen Orange, 
Geek Boutique), high-end, minimal- 
istic fashion (White Label, Earl 
Jeans, Luscious, B. UK) and runway 
couture-style designs from Custo of 
Barcelona, Jane Doe and Bertoni. 


Those couture lines are beginning 





[arom 





to ape what some of the bigger run- 
way lines (Christian Dior, Givenchy, 
Chloe and Roberto Cavalli) were 
attempting this spring: to bring back 
the ‘80s in a fun, twisted new way. 
And here’s where | take a stand. | 
completely accept fashion’s cyclical 
nature and I realize that everything 
comes back or gets revamped at some 
point or another, but let's control our- 
selves. The ’80s are barely over—for 
some people, they still haven’t ended. 
’80s fashions that were ugly and terri- 
fying haven’t improved any 20 years 
later, even if a big-name designer has 
suddenly given them the nod. Jane 
Doe, for example, is using shiny 
appliqués and embroidery in bright, 
contrasting colours, weird and often 
gaudy fabric combinations and dye 
techniques like spotting, fading and 
bleaching that recall an era when it 
was Safer to walk down the street with 
your eyes closed. Custo, a fairly presti- 
gious line from Barcelona, is doing 
similar things with lace and colour 
that Christian Dior was doing on the 
runways, but it’s a trend that doesn’t 
translate that well to the street. 

There are some pieces in these 
collections that pull off what they're 
trying to achieve in a way that is 
both exciting and quite stylish, but I 
am a firm believer that the mistakes 
of yesteryear were disliked for good 
reason; hopefully, this is a phase 
whose novelty will quickly vanish. 





Biking 





engineer with the City of Edmonton 
and one of the significant forces 
behind the study, is guardedly opti- 
mistic about the new direction the 
city planners seem to be taking. “It 
is certainly hopeful,” she says, 
“when one of the planners or even 
the construction managers comes 
up to me and says, ‘Well, we're 
thinking of changing this or that. 
How will it affect cyclists?’ It means 
that people are starting to take 
cyclists into account.” 

That Stock’s position, which 
requires her to deal almost exclu- 
sively with bicycle-related issues, 
even exists may be significant all by 


itself. In the past, while bike issues 
were always on the table, the city 
had never designated a single per- 
son to focus on this vital aspect of 
the community. The City Planning 
Department has also been aided in 
recent years by the formation of a 
Cyclists Advisory Committee, which 
meets bimonthly to consult with 
the city on planning issues that may 
relate to cyclists. 

“The Cyclists Advisory Commit- 
tee helps a lot,” says Chypyha. “It 
gives the city a reminder that 
cyclists are an important and rele- 
vant part of the community.” 

While the Multi-Use Corridor 
plan looks promising, it’s still in its 
infancy and Stock admits that it 
likely will not go before council 


until after the upcoming municipal 
election, While City Hall does have 
the final say in terms of design and 
budget allocation, much of the 
funding may also come from 
provincial and federal infrastructure 
grants, including Alberta’s recent 
program to allocate five cents per 
litre of gasoline toward road work. 
Still, achieving full, sustainable 
bicycle transportation is, well, an 
uphill journey. “It is hard to get 
things done sometimes when they 
slash 10 per cent of the budget,” 
sighs Stock. “A citizen phoned the 
other day complaining about a 
sidewalk problem in Millwoods. I 
have a list that’s two pages long of 
things we should be doing. I get to 
do-two a year:”@------+-----+-+- 
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V'll live a Luscious life 


Luscious, on the other hand, has 
changed its face in a way that works: 
by incorporating patterns and colours 
from the ‘60s with modern cuts and 
fabric, they’ve gone from the simpie, 
sleek, sophisticated streetwear they 
once specialized in to a completely 
different retro-progressive feel. The 
patterns take their cue from old 
school hip-hop—simple, large geo- 
metric shapes in boid corresponding 
colours—and the cuts are sexy, sim- 
ple, fashion-forward and unique. I’ve 
always been partial to Luscious and 
they've handled the transition from 
streetwear to slightly more high-end 
collections in a tasteful, laudable way. 

No matter what lines the Colour 





Blind Boutique temporarily believes 
are high fashion, there’s no doubt 
that it was a shrewd move for Everton 
(the company owner) to open a shop 
in this new location. The small, eye- 
catching store is organized into smart, 
colour-co-ordinated ladies’ and men’s 
sections; they carry bags, glasses, 
watches and other accessories, as well 
as shoe lines Royal Elastics, Foranina, 
Sugar and NM70, and the décor is 
tasteful, bright and simple, with 
brightly painted panels and sections 
highlighted by small pots of spring 
flowers and modern leather furniture. 
Adding some flavor to Edmonton's 
bland, vapid downtown area can only 
inspire hope for the growth of the 
city, and if shoppers like myself get 
some new clothing options in the 
process, so much the better. © 
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Youth arts 
eXtravaganza 
continues to 
eXpand under 
new A.D. 


“BY PAUL MATWYCHUK 


t's five o'clock on a Saturday after- 
J: and Wojtek Koslinski is sit- 

ting at a table in the Roxy Theatre 
amid a clutter of posters, artwork, 
power tools and boxes of half-eaten 
pastries, drilling a series of holes into 
a long piece of metal. “I’m building 
a robot,” he cheerfully explains. 

Koslinski is the designer for Leah 
Simone Bowen's play Code Word: 
Time, one of five mainstage produc- 
tions this year at Theatre Network’s 
ever-growing festival spotlighting 
young and emerging artists. And 
he'd better work fast, because in less 
than two hours, Bowen's ambitious, 
technically complicated play is 
going to have its tech rehearsal—and 
director Ottillie Parfitt has only got 
five hours ta.get everything, includ- 
ing the robot) figured out. “We've 
got two live.\camera feeds,” Parfitt 
says, quickly enumerating the 
show’s technical requirements. 
“We've got a,robot—originally, it 
was going to move, but due to some 
unexpectedly heavy cameras, it’s not 
going to be able to move anymore. 
We have video feed, we have audio, 
we have a film in the middle and 
there’s a video montage at the end.” 

“And then sometimes people act 
on the stage,” laughs Bowen. 

This year’s NeXtFest will see 
even more people acting on the 
stage than ever before. Festival 
director Steve Pirot says that his list 
of participants—actors, writers, 
directors, dramaturgs, designers, 
stage managers and more—contains 
“something like 280 or 290 names,” 
and he’s sure he’s missing more 
than a few. A large portion of that 
total is a result of Wonderland, Paul 
Blain’s massive piece of “rave the- 
atre” that unofficially kicked the fes- 
tival off last week at the New City 
Suburbs, but it’s still a very high 
total. In six years, NeXtFest has 
come a long way from the days 
when then-festival co-ordinators 
Bradley Moss and Ben 
Henderson had to 
furiously beat the 
bushes in search of 
young playwrights 
whose work they could transfer to 
the stage. Nowadays, attracting 
script submissions is the least of 
Pirot’s problems—these days, Pirot’s 
challenge is more about finding 
room for the dozens of projects that 
applicants from all over the city 
(and the province) want to attempt. 


BLAHGH! that metaphor! 


Besides the five mainstage produc- 
tions of more or Jess conventional 
plays (if you can call a multimedia 
extravaganza like Code Word: Time a 
conventional play), the Roxy stage 
will also play host to a sketch-come- 
dy show (BLAHGHI, which features 
young Theatresports vets like Kevin 
Gillese and Belinda Cornish); a col- 
lectively written musical by 





theatre 
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NeXtFest perennials Multi-Youth 
Productions (it’s called Catharsis, 
but I think that since it’s a musical, 
they should have 
named it “Cathar- 
sis!”); Xtra Large 
Shorts, the third 
annual collection of 
short plays curated by Matt 
Kowalchuk; and the second annual 
live broadcast, via CKUA, of a pair 
of radio plays by two of NeXtFest’s 
biggest success stories, Chris Crad- 
dock and the team of Daniel Arnold 
and Medina Hahn. Throw in the 
four more experimental, more 
uncategorizable shows being staged 
at the Integration Pilates and dance 
studio down the street, the very 
popular day-long staged reading 
series of new plays that take place 
Saturday and Sunday at the Sugar- 
bowl Café and the online collection 
of poetry and visual art at 
plaza.powersurfr.com/Emergence 
and you've got a festival that’s 
already getting too large for one 
lonely and overworked theatre 
writer to cover all by himself. | _ 
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It may also be too much for one 
festival director to oversee, but 
that’s exactly the way Steve Pirot 
likes it. “The festival has become 
big,” he says, “but it’s not because of 
me. It’s because there are all these 
people who keep coming up with 
new ideas. Like when Amy Schindel 
approached Brad [Moss] a few years 
ago with a plan for introducing 
dance to the festival, that wasn’t the 
festival director going out and say- 
ing, ‘We need this and Amy, we 
want you to organize it.’ It was the 
other way around.... There's a state 
of bliss that comes from trusting the 
squads of people I’ve got out there 
working on the components of the 
festival. I would love to help out out 
on every decision that they make, 
but that’s not my job. My job is to 
trust the teams that I’ve put togeth- 
er. And I do.” 

This is Pirot’s first year as 
NeXtFest artistic director, but like 
most people participating in it this 
year, his association with the festival 
goes back several years—it’s not 


_uncommon to find people like Amy 
tteoe - : 4 
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Schindel (who this year is directing 
Suspension), Clinton Carew (who has 
overseen the production of a series 
of short films shot on digital video), 
Kurt Spenrath (who's directing Jon 
Kolskog’s drama about a drug dealer 
trying to go straight, Higher Ground) 
and Ottillie Parfitt, all of whom have 
been part of NeXtFest every single 
year. “I’m really, really happy,” Pirot 
says, “to see so many people who 
have been involved since Year One 
taking greater responsibility for initi- 
ating new projects.” 


An elevated conversation 


Part of NeXtFest’s mandate is to do 
more than assist the development of 
individual writers or actors; it’s to 
create a community of young artists, 
to expose them to people working 
in different disciplines and foster 
future collaborations. As such, Pirot 
is especially excited to see so many 
cross-disciplinary collaborations tak- 
ing place this year, a trend Code 
Word: Time in particular exemplifies. 


in an elevator in a high-rise building 
whose predicament is closely moni- 
tored via surveillance camera by a 
caretaker who seems to regard their 
plight as being no more “real” than 
any other TV program. “It’s basically 
about surveillance and the eye of 
the camera,” Bowen says, “and how 
we've become preoccupied with that 
in our culture. It explores the 
notion of ‘What are people going to 
watch?’ Are they going to watch the 
theatre onstage or are they going to 
watch the film? Where is the eye 
going to go? Which is going to be 
more real—us three on the screen or 
us three on the stage? 

“You hear that term ‘multimedia’ 
thrown around a lot,” she continues, 
“but I think with this show, it’s very 
much two forms—film and theatre— 
coming together. The stuff onstage 
can’t be told without the film and 
the film cannot exist without the 
theatre. Without the other, there 
wouldn’t be any story.” The result- 
ing combination may be a challenge 
to stage, Bowen admits, but she isn’t 
fazed by that extra level of difficulty. 
“When I’m writing,” she says, “I try 
not to go, ‘Oh, God, that’s impossi- 
ble’ and cross it out, because a lot of 
times, that’s how good ideas get 
thrown out the window.” 


A satisfying Movement 


That principle also applies to Suspen- 
sion, a script by Calgary writer Kari 
Olsen that will be performed in a 
much different form from the one 
specified on the page. “I was on the 
reading committee this year,” says 
the show's director, Amy Schindel, 
“and so I read the play there. Plus, I 
had also been talking for a while 
with Steve about doing a move- 
ment-based theatre piece—some- 
thing that would be more than just 
physical theatre. So he was keeping 
his eye out for a script that could 
lend itself to that idea.” Olsen’s 
play, a comic riff on the neurotic 
world of love and work among the 
twentysomething crowd, fit the bill: 
it was quick, snappy and short 
enough to provide Schindel plenty 
of space in which to insert a few 
interludes of her own devising. 

Olsen hasn't been around to 
watch her play’s transformation, but 
she will be coming to town for 
opening night. “She is aware of 
what we’re doing with it,” Schindel 
says, “but I’m not sure what she’s 
expecting.” But if Olsen is anything 
like the majority of NeXtFest partici- 
pants, it’s doubtful that she'll disap- 
prove. “It’s such a nurturing 
festival,” says Schindel. “As long as 
you've got a passion for something 
new, they’ll give you a chance to do 
it.... 1 come from a dance back- 
ground, for instance, but I’m work- 
ing with actors who don’t have a lot 
of physical training and | made it a 
really physical piece. But they're 
really taking to it—I wanted to take 
the idea of workshopping a script 
and coming at it from completely 
the opposite direction.” 


Pigeon English 


For Sophie Lees, starring in the solo 
piece Pigeon was also a physical chal- 
lenge. (She describes the play as “65 
gruelling, acrobatic, knee-scraping 
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Andrea House serenades 
the Roxy during NeXtFest’s 
opening night 





Fringe show—you get such support 
during every step of the process. I’ve 
known for several years that I want- 
ed to start directing, and this is just 
a wonderful, wonderful, wonderful 
opportunity to do it.” 

“It’s not often that emerging 
artists get to explore their work in a 
safe environment,” agrees Parfitt, 
“and get guaranteed cash as well. It’s 
not based on the size of the house.” 

More important than that, how- 
ever—more important, even, than 
those nifty-looking T-shirts they 
hand out every year to each of the 
participants—is the way the festival 
allows the artists who take part in it 
to grow as professionals. Indeed, it’s 
not uncommon to hear people talk- 
ing about the festival in very per- 
sonal terms. “Being involved in 
NeXtFest has been like a personal 
journey,” says Lees, who has partici- 
pated in all six festivals. (She direct- 
ed the poetic drama The Almond 
Trees in NeXtFest #1,) “It’s amazing 


Sophie Lees gets 


minutes of theatre.”) Lees is best 
known on the Edmonton theatre 
_scene as a director—both for Azimuth 
Theatre (Wrecked, Do It Right) and the 
Fringe (including Chris Craddock’s 
upcoming monologue Moving 
Along)—but NeXtFest has recently 
begun providing her with a variety of 
meaty acting roles. Last year, she 
played a perpetually soused English- 
woman in Belinda Cornish’s Coming 
Home, and in Pigeon, she's Dee Dee, a 
frazzled, on-the-verge-of-turning-30 
receptionist. Sorry—let me correct 
that: she’s a “freelance administrative 
entrepreneur.” And although the set 
may make it appear that Dee Dee is 
answering telephone calls from inside 
a gigantic bird’s nest, Lees once again 
offers a clarification: “It’s my office,” 
she says. “I don’t care if it looks like a 
nest; to me, it’s just my office.” 
“Having it be about a women of 
a certain age makes it pretty easy to 
identify with,” says director Cather- 
ine Green, who's taking on the chal- 
lenge of directing a piece for the first 
time after making her NeXtFest 
debut last year as an actor. “But at 


the same time, it’s pretty 
challenging because it’s a 
comedy. That’s scary for 
me—it’s easy for me to hit 
the real moments, but it’s 
much harder to get the tim- 
ing down of the comedy. 
That may be the real reason 
why I’m drawn to this 
material, because | do find 
it so challenging.” 

Probably the only other 
event that allows younger, 
lesser-known artists to 
tackle these kinds of chal- 
lenges and responsibilities, 
to operate with this level of 
freedom and get the result- 
ing work seen by a large 
audience, is the Fringe— 
and NeXtFest has the 
added advantage of being 
free of the competitiveness 
(and the financial risk) that 
entering the Fringe entails. 
“Let's face it,” Green says, 
“they do produce the work 
for you here. It’s not as dif- 
ficult as putting together a 







NeXtFest artistic director 
Steve Pirot mutely delivers 
his opening ceremony address 
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to think of how much I’ve grown 
since then—I kind of use this festi- 
val as a measuring stick. And it’s 
also been interesting to watch the 
festival grow and expand as well.” 
“I've met the most important 
people in my life at this festival,” 
says Schindel. “I would be in a much 
less colourful world without it.” 


The Masquerade 
is not over 


As for Pirot, he’s already looking 
ahead to future NeXtFests. Atten- 
dance at the event continues to 
climb—Pirot frequently makes the 
point that NeXtFest is developing 
even more rapidly than the Fringe 
did at an equivalent point in its his- 
tory—and NeWest Press's publication 
last year of NeXtFest Anthology, a col- 
lection of five of the best plays to 
have debuted at the festival, has 
bestowed an extra degree of legitima- 
cy to the event. Pirot stands on the 
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hits the big screen 


































found to finally produce a play that 
has become something of a NeXtFest 
Holy Grail: Sean Callaghan’s multi- 
media epic Masquerade, a play so big, 
so ambitious and so technically com- 
plex that it’s already defeated the 
attempts of two artistic directors to 
stage it. (The script, which is laid out 
like a geometrical diagram instead of 
the conventional format of dialogue 
and stage directions, has even defied 
all attempts to publish it.) 

Some of these plans may be real- 
istic; some of them may, for now, be 
pipe dreams. But Pirot is confident 
that there’s nothing imaginary 
about NeXtFest’s overall impact on 
Edmonton theatre. “Hopefully,” he 
says, “all these plays will have a life 
after the festival. But even if they 
don't, I know these artists will have a 
life after NeXtFest.” © 


roof of the Roxy Theatre 
and talks about what he 
would like to accomplish 
with the festival if he had 
an unlimited budget 
“With more money,” 
he says, “there would defi- 
nitely be more venues. I 
don’t know if there would 
be more plays, but there 
would be more program- 
ming. If we had more 
money, you’d be looking 
at widening the scope of 
our pilot project this year 
of incorporating film and 
digital video, taking steps 
towards making a feature- 
length project. And the 
more money the festival 
got, the closer we would 
be to bringing in people 
from out of province— 
bringing inacompany @9o 
from Toronto or seeing 
what’s going on in Hali- 
fax, say. Programming on 
a national level.” Pirot also 
hopes that a way can be 








Various locations (see schedule in last 
week’s Vue Weekly for details) * To 
June 10 © 453-2440 
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Kris Loranger and 
Sheldon Elter in 
Xtra Large Shorts 
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June 7 
tt Miles Trio 


Sax 


sage 
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Tickle your ears 
JAZZ 


June 15 &16 
Mustard Smile 


Edmonton’ e party band 
FUNK ROCK 


June 21 
Rhonda Withnell Trio 


Come tickle your ears to the 
sweet sounds of jazz 
JAZZ 


June 22 
Kristian Alexandrov 
Group 


A world of musical styles 
with groove 


FUNKED -UP JAZZ 


June 23&24 
WWE leew-Nediokye) am fale) 


Traditional and improvised swing 
from around the world 
SWING 


Le 


patio right yp tb 
3 : Vy 


call 702-2060 for more info 





Up to $10 per* 
$10-20 per 
$20-30 per 


30 per & up 


$$$ 


$S$S 
* Price per person, before tax & tip 


Badass Jack’s (7 locations in 
Edmonton and area. Call 468-3452 for 
location nearest you, or visit 
www.badassjacks.com) 


Turkish Donair and Kebab (10332 
Whyte Ave., 434-6597) $ 


Booster Juice (9 locations in 
Edmonton and area) Come experience 
a warm, upbeat atmosphere with 
healthy, energizing, fantastic tasting 
smoothies! $ 


Café Mosaics (10844 Whyte Ave., 
433-9702) A wide variety of home- 
made, healthy meals, featuring many 
selections for vegetarians. $ 


Oriental Veggie House (10586-100 
St., 424-0463) Edmonton’s only totally 
vegetarian restaurant. Non-smoking. $-$$ 


Route 99 Diner (8820-99 St., 432- 
0968) 50’s diner with an abundance of 
memorabilia, a jukebox playing 50's 
music and a great variety of food. $-$$ 


BAKERIES 
Bee Bell Bakery (10416-80 Ave, 439- 
3247) Offering healthy whole grain 
bread, cheesebread, half-and-half cakes 
with strawberry filling and swiss choco- 
late. $ 


Buns and Roses Organic 
Wholegrain Bakery (6519-111St., 
438-0098) Allergy-free baking 


Tree Stone Bakery (8612-99 St., 433- 
5924) Artisan bread shop making pain 
au levain (true French sourdough). $-$$ 


BISTROS 
Bistro Praha (10168-100 A St., 424- 





4218) The first European Café since 
1977 and still the only one. $$ 


Bridges (9028-Jasper Ave., 425-0173) 
Be scene! Before the theatre, after the 
game or for an evening of entertain- 
ment in itself $$ 


Café Select (10016-106 St., 423- 
0419) Offering lunch, dinner and late 
night dining in a relaxed atmosphere 
for over 14 years. French style cuisine, 
seafood, steaks. $$-$$$ 


Café De Ville (10137-124 St., 488- 
9188) Located in Old Glenora, offering 
a diverse and eclectic menu in a warm 
and inviting atmosphere. (Check out 
the full menu at cafedeville.com) $$ 


Carole’s Café & Catering (10145- 
104 St., 425-1824) Creative, comfort- 
able, accommodating, Offering a 
diverse menu of fresh French and 
Italian food in a warm and inviting 
atmosphere. $-$$ 


Four Rooms (#137 Edmonton Centre, 
102 Ave. & Rice Howard Way, 426- 
4767) Casual dining in an upscale envi- 
ronment, featuring a unique interna- 
tional tapas menu. $$ 


Jax Bean Stop Coffee & Bistro 
(Seven locations in Edmonton, 478- 
0480) Visit one of our locations and 
enjoy a Euro breakfast, lunch or sample 
our huge selection of desserts. Daily 
specials available. Exclusive supplier of 
“Rocky Mountain Roasters” custom 
roasted gourmet coffee. Sofa. fireplace, 
warm atmosphere. Introducing bubble 
tea and smoothies. Smoking and non- 
smoking. $ 


Manor Café (10109-125 St., 482- 
7577) Remarkable location, flavour and 
service. Great prices on dishes from 
around the world. $$ 

Matess Urban Bistro (8223-104 St., 
431-0179) The first European bistro 
since 1996 and still the only one. 
Radegast on tap. Only smoking. $$ 
Nina's (10139-124 St., 482-3531) 
Sophisticated, casual elegance. Live 
music fridays and saturdays. $-$$ 


Russian Tea Room (10312 Jasper 


Small plates, large plates... 


A dish for every taste and every appetite... The Manor Café — 
consistently rated as one of Edmonton’s best eating establishments. 





BREE 


MODERN BISTRO FARE 
SWANK SURROUNDINGS 


Dinner 7 Days a Week * Lunch Monday - Saturday 
@ 


10109-1125 St. 
4832-7577 








CUSTOMER 





Ave., 426-0000) Best cheesecake in 
town. A quiet and romantic atmos- 
phere; candlelight at night to warm 
your heart. $-$$ 


Stormin’ Norman's (#29 Perron St., 
St. Albert, 460-1699) Cozy bistro offer- 
ing appetizers, fresh salads, steaks, 
seafood, pastas. Cappucinos, lattes and 
desserts. $-$$ 


Sweetwater Café (12427-102 Ave., 
488-1959) In the heart of Old Glenora, 
delicious, health conscious dishes made 
fresh. $-$$ 


Tasty Tom's Bistro & Bar (9965 
Whyte Ave., 437-5761) Find a taste 
explosion on the other side of the 
tracks. Let our chefs Tom and Christian 
entertain you for lunch, dinner or a late 
night snack, $-$$ 


CAFES 


Aroma Borealis (Coopers & Lybrand 
Building, 211, 10130-103 St., 944- 
9603) Designer sandwiches, latte, cap- 
puccino, great coffee, and fabulous 
desserts by Skopek’s Bake Shop. $ 


Bennys Bagels Café on Whyte 
(10460-82 Ave., 414-0007) Come for 
breakfast, lunch, or for a latte or cap- 
puccino after a night out. Check out 
our patio for the hot summer days. $ 


Bohemia Cyber Café (11012 Jasper 
Ave., 429-3442) Comfortable surround- 
ings, enjoy our array of productivity 
and entertainment software over a chai 
latte or a bowl of Mexican tortilla soup. 
$$ 


Café Amande (8523-91 St., 465- 
1919) Featuring fine french cuisine— 
quiches, tortes and crepes. Bakery and 
pastries. Take out catering. Live music 
Thursdays $ 


Café La Gare (10308A-81 Ave., 433- 
5138) Smoke-Free. Licensed and offers 
a winning medley of culinary delights 

and fresh baked goods. $ 


Café Lacombe (10111 Bellamy Hill, 
The Crowne Plaza, Chateau Lacombe, 
428-6611) The finest in fusion cooking. 
Best breakfast and lunch buffets in 
town. $$$ 


Café Lila’s (10153-97 St., 414-0627) 
In the farmers market. Grilled sand- 
wiches, daily specials, European 
desserts and specialty coffees in a 
smoke free environment. $$ 



























PARKING 


Se 


Café on Whyte (10159-Whyte Ave., 
437-4858) Open 24 hours on Friday 
and Saturday. Plenty of parking. 
Breakfast and lunch specials. Come and 
enjoy our quiet and friendly atmos- 
phere $ 


Calabash Café (10630-124 St.., 414- 
6625) Creative Caribbean cooking in 
casual yet comfortable atmosphere. 
lunch, dinner or late night snacks. Come 
for the food, stay for the party! $-$$ 


Cappuccino Affair (4 locations, 482- 
7166) Friendly staff, home-like atmos- 
phere, fireplace. Light breakfast, lunch 
or night-time snack. $ 


Expressionz Café, Market & 
Meeting Place (9142 - 118 Ave., 471- 
9125) Live entertainment Friday and 
Saturday. Artists giftshop. $ 


The Commissary (11750-Jjasper Ave., 
488-9019) A large selection of fresh 
sandwiches, salads, soups, casseroles 
and desserts, to stay or to go. $ 


Jazzberrys Too Café (10116-124 St., 
488-1553) Good home style cooking in 
a relaxed environment. Smokers always 
welcome. $ 


Katmandu Coffee Café (201, 10 
McKenney Ave., St. Albert, 419-3550) 
A European coffee bar atmosphere in 
St. Albert. 


Market Café (16615-109 Ave., 930- 
4060) Fast, fun and for the family. 
Featuring daily breakfast, lunch and 
dinner buffet and a delightful a la carte 
menu. Non-smoking. $-$$ 


La Piazza (10458 Whyte Ave., 433- 
3512) Speciality and European coffee, 
breakfast, buns and bagels, home- 
made soups, sandwiches, bagel melts, 
lasagna. $ 


Muddy Waters Cappuccino Bar 
(8211-111 St., 433-4390) Great eats 
and drinks in a comfortable atmos- 
phere. Daily liquor and food specials. 
Open till midnight. Catering. $ 


Savoy's Gourmet Health Café 
(11010-51 Ave., 437-7718) South Indian 
cuisine, vegetarian menu, sandwiches 
and soups for under $3.99. Fruit and 
vegetable juice bar. Non-smoking. $ 


Steeps (12411- Stony Plain Rd., 488- 
1505) The original tea café. Huge selec- 
tion of premium loose tea. Sit, sip and 
savour! Great gift ideas, awesome desserts 
and light lunches. Non-smoking. $ 


Sugar Bowl (10922-88 Ave., 433- 
8369) The esoteric & eclectic café. Full 
espresso bar, fresh baking daily. Daily 
hot specials. Live entertainment Friday 
nights. $-$$ 


Sunterra Market (Commerce Place, 
201, 10150 Jasper Ave.,426-3791) 
Muffins and pastries freshly made at 
our on-site bakery. Non-smoking. $ 


Urban Grind (10124-124 St. 451- 
1039) Come and try our Fresh Fruit 
Bubble Drink in our eclectic atmos- 
phere. Variety of specialty coffees, 
mouthwatering desserts, homemade 
soups and sandwiches made fresh 
when ordered. Open until 2 a.m. 
Mon.-Fri. Smoking. $$ 






Cajun House (7 St. Anne St., St. 
Albert, 460-8772) Worth the drive to 


sample some of the best jambalaya and 
gumbo in the province. $$ 


Da-De-O (10548-82 Ave., 433-0930) 
Funky-style restaurant in an old-style 
diner on Whyte Ave. Smoking. $$ 


Louisiana Purchase (10320-111 St., 
420-6779) Higher-end style of cooking 
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Okay eatz at cheap pricez 


Blendz offerz 
unpretentious 
food, questionable 
pluralz 

DAVID DICENZO ~ 





thing spelled with a “z” instead of 

an “s.” It’s like they’re hiding 
something, or implying 
a hipness that just 
isn’t there. I assume 
that’s why these 
kinds of pluralz are so 
prevalent in the music industry. 

But another thing worried me 
when I walked into Blendz (the 
new occupant of the old Callahan’s 
location at 87 Ave and 109 Street): 
there was hardly anybody there 
aside from a handful of elder folk 
and students. And there was no 
music, either, which meant you 
could hear a pin drop—that is, 
until David Bowie saved the day 
and “Space Oddity” popped up on 
the radio. 

The song was perfect, because 
everything in Blendz seems kinda 
strange. What with the sparse 
clientele, the '80s-style pink walls 
and the doorway sign that said 
something along the lines of 
“Keep the city clean, wipe your 
feet before you leave,” | felt like I 
had been sucked into some weird 
culinary vacuum. 

The waitress was really nice, 
though, and all my guest and I real- 
ly wanted was a quick lunch. That’s 
exactly what you can expect from 
Blendz: fast, edible stuff that may 
not rank as the best grub you've had 
that week but is damn cheap. 

Callahan's was a busy diner 
with a decent breakfast menu—I 
also recall having some big, fat 
wingz there one Sunday that were 
pretty good. Since Blendz took 
over the location a few months 
ago, traffic has subsided a bit, but 


ES cautious any time I see some- 





We've always been... 





Totally new, totally renovated 
experience it again! 


bagel bin bakery 


#226, 6655 - 178 Street Ph: 481-5721 
The Marketplace at Callingwood 
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you could probably attribute a lot 
of that to U of A students flying 
the coop. I assume that their 
return, combined with a huge 
selection of three-to-six-dollar 
items, means Blendz might do 
more business in the fall. 


Hail, Caesar! 


The food isn’t memorable, but like I 
said, you can get a lot of it for a very 
small sum. We ordered 
some spring rolls 
($3.95) and a Cae- 
sar salad ($4.95) to 
Start, while my guest 
finished lunch off with a Mega burg- 
er ($4.95, with fries) and myself the 
Blendz chops ($5.95), a couple of 
thin pork chops with a lemongrass 
marinade, The spring rolls were like- 
ly some frozen brand, but when 
doused with some of the accompa- 
nying plum sauce they were an 
acceptable snack for two hungry 
people. The Caesar was maybe a lit- 
tle smaller than I had hoped for, but 
then again, it was under five dollars 
and you know what that means: 
simulated bacon bits. 

My guest liked her burger. It 
looked pretty messy, but that 
might have more to do with her 
table habits than the food itself. 
Topped with bacon, the six-ounce 
patty was big and she couldn’t fin- 
ish it. Of course, that item and the 
rolls both came with fries, so she 
was filling up. The chops definite- 





ly had a zing from the lemongrass 
mixture and they were served with 
some veggies on the side and a 
mound of rice. They could have 
been cooked for just a few more 
seconds, but the item was certain- 
ly okay. 


Am I haute or not? 


With a couple of iced teas and 
$0.75 for the bacon on the burger, 
our bill came to around $25. We 
got a lot of food for that much 
money, and as I expected, the 
quality was mediocre, That’s fine 
with me, though. I hate places that 
pretend they’re something other 
than what they claim to be and I 
don’t think the Blendz crew is 
tooling around Edmonton brag- 
ging up their haute cuisine. There 
are burgers, sandwiches, apps, 
breakfast and few more entrée-type 
selections and they don’t cost a 
ton. That’s the selling point. 

They probably wouldn’t admit 
it, but I bet the management is look- 
ing forward to a bunch of wasted 
uni students in September searching 
for a way to blow their parents’ 
money. Some will get hungry and 
do it at Blendz. And why not? 
There’s karaoke from Monday to 
Saturday after 9 p.m. 

I wonder if they have any Sporty 
Thievz in the rotation? © 


8730-109 St © 448-0708 
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99 St. / ph: 436-8267 


See omeaet ees 

e jar 

i} and receive a 2nd Mt FREE! 
(up to $8.99 max) Any time, any dey 
f ‘One Coupon per Table - DINE IN - Exp. June 


BUY 1 BUFFET, GET 


2ND BUFFET 25% OFF 
(max. value $10) Valid Sunday only 
One Coupon per Table - DINE IN - Exp. June 30/01 





Best All Night Late Night Café 
-Great food augtime! 


Smoking and 
non-smoking 
sections 


1015¢-82 (Whyte) tue. 487-4858 | 


Weekday 
Breakfast 
Special 
7Fam-10am 


$2.49 


Lunch 
Specials 


1G sTorecmice)nnmelel ma hlalis 
rerlihwmegectele amine leceliayes 
vegetarian dishes & 
English stews 





My Huce Ass 
en 


FRI. & SAT, 
JUNE 15 & 16: 
Tar Basy 


9pm * No Cover CHARGE 


10616 - 82 Avenve + 414-6766 


1 PUI 
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from the Bayou and great atmosphere. 
Non-smoking. $$ 





Barb & Ernie's (9906-72 Ave., 433- 
3242) One of the best mom and pop 
operations in the city. $$ 


Billiards Club (2 fl. 10505-82 Ave., 
432-0335) Rack ‘em up and chow 
down, with heaps of burgers & mugs 
of ale. $ 


Century Grill & Lounge (3975- 
Calgary Trail South, 431-0303) Lunch, 
dinner, cocktails. Upscale dining serv- 
ing many grilled Canadian specialties. 
Private dining room, restaurant, lounge 
and two outdoor patios create 
Edmonton’s most sought after destina- 
tion. $$$ 


Denny’s (multiple locations) More 
than a great breakfast. Open 24 hours. 
, Licensed. $-$$ 
, Devlin’s (10507 - 82 Ave., 437-7489) 
. Now serving lunch specials. All soup 
and sandwich combos for $6.95. Also 
“half price happy hour on drinks and 
fogdl daily. $ 
Fife'n’‘Dekel (9114-51 Ave., 436- 
9235, 10646-170 St., 489-6436, 
12028-149 St., 454-5503) Best sand- 
wich award winners in the Vue Weekly 
2000 golden fork awards. Non-smok- 
ing. $$ 
The Garage Burger Bar and Grill 
( 10242-106 St., 423-5014) Best home- 
made burgers with daily lunch specials 
at student-friendly prices. Smoking. $ 


High Level Diner (10912-88 Ave., 


433-0993 ) Wholesome and health 
conscious. Known for their tasty veggie 
burgers. Non-smoking. $$ 


Keegan’s Family Restaurant (8709~ 


109 St. & 3458-99 St., 439-8934 ) 

Open 24 hours every day. Breakfast 
served all day. Affordable homestyle 
meals. $ 


Larry's Café ( 6, 10015-82 Ave., 414- 
6040 ) Best breakfasts and lunches on 
the south side. Cheap prices! Open till 
3:30 a.m. nightly. $ 

Louie’s Submarine (8109-104 St., 
431-0897) In-store fresh baked bread. 
Soups and salads. Catering business 
and social lunches or dinners. $ 


Nellie’s Tea Shoppe (12606-118 
Ave., 452-9429) Home-made meals. 
Specializing in traditional English high 
tea and gourmet evening meals. Open 
till 9 p.m. $$ 


Rosie's Bar and Grill (10604-101 St., 
423-3499 ) Nothing fancy, but sensible 
home cooking without the frills. Non- 
smoking restaurant with smoking 
lounge. $ 

Shecky’s (7623 Argyll Rd., 426-8983, 
#100, 10130-103 St., 424-8657) Real 
food, real fast. Terrific Italian Dishes. 
Soups/salads/sandwiches made from 
scratch. Call ahead for reservations. 
Smoking. $ 


Squires Pub/Starvin’ Marvin's 
(10505-82 Ave., 439-8594) We invite 
you in for daily and monthly specials, 
as well as happy hour from 4-8 pm. 
(www.squirespub.com) $ 


Staccato’s Soup, Stew and Chili 
Bar (9082-51 Ave., Southgate Mall, 
Commerce Place, 466-5062) A 
Canadian fresh food company, serving 
the best soups, stews and chilis by 


The Pizza 73 


Golf Giveaway 


Two 12" 2-Topper Pizzas 
2 Litre Pepsi 
3 Dunlop DDH Golfballs 
Valuable Golf Coupon 


19.95 


When your order our Golf Giveaway your are 
automatically entered to win a Trip for Two to the Bell 
Canadian Open in Montreal, September 5-9, 2001. 


473°73-73 


16 locations in Edmonton, St Albert, Sherwood Park, Spruce Grove 
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Better Meal. Better Deal. 











Canyon Creek Soup Company. No 
MSG or preservatives. Non-smoking. $ 


The Tea House (52404 Range Rd. 
221, Ardrossan, AB, 922-2279, 922- 
6963.) Country fresh foods for lunch, 
dinners or breakfast. antiques, local arts 
and crafts anad unique gifts to browse 
around. Breakfast and lunch $; dinner 
$-$$ Non-smoking. 

Unheardof Restaurant (9602-82 
Ave., 432-0480) Over 17 years of oper- 
ating a fine dining establishment in a 
newly renovated building. Non-smok- 
ing. $$$$ 

Urban Lounge (8103-105 St., 439- 
3388) For lunch, dinner or late night 
fare, experience wholesome home- 
made burgers. $ 

The Village Café (11223 Jasper Ave. 
488-0955) Serves homemade gourmet 
dishes prepared by red seal chefs on 
site. Specializing in prime rib, seafood, 
pasta and stir fries. Non-smoking. $$ 


Blue Willow (11107-103 Ave., 428- 
0584) Great food, great service and 
great non-smoking atmosphere. $$ 


Double Greeting Wonton House 
(10212-96 St., 424-2486) The rock ‘n 
rollers choice. Try a spicy long donut 
with rice roll or a curried chicken plat- 
ter, washed down with a fine sago con- 
coction. Smoking. $ 

Genghis Grill (10080 Jasper Ave., 
424-6197) “A Mongolian food experi- 
ence.” Soon opening dinner café. $ 


Noodle Noodle (10008-106 Ave., 
422-6862) The best Dim Sum in 
Edmonton. Non-smoking. $$ 


Man’s Café (12520-118 Ave., 452- 
3672) A super stop for a variety of tasty 
treats. Make sure to try the Oriental 
stir-fry. Smoking. $$ 

Marco Polo (#206, 9700-105 Ave., 
428-3388) The classiest Chinese restau- 
rant in Edmonton. Smoking. $$ 


Shangri-La Restaurant (14927-111 
Ave., 487-6868) Authentic Chinese and 
Thai cuisine. Rice and noodle dishes, 
meat entrees, appetizers, desserts. $$ 


Xian Szechuan (10080 - 178 St., 484- 
8883) Delicious selection of authentic 
Szechuan dishes. Non-smoking. $$ 


Cilantro’s on 111th (10322-111 St., 
424-6182) Wide selection of dishes 
from kiwi mussels to blackened catfish 
or mini rack of lamb. $$ 


David’s ( 8407 Argyll Rd., 468-1167) 
Specializing in Alberta beef dishes on 
the south of the town. Smoking in the 
lounge. $$ 


Franklin's Inn Dining Room (2016 
Sherwood Dr., Sherwood Park 467- 
1234) All day breakfast and a great 
selection of all your favourites. $-$$ 


The Grinder (10957-124 St., 453- 
1709 ) 20 years old but under new 
management. Also lounge and games 
room. Smoking in the lounge. $-$$. 


Mayfield Grill (1665-109 Ave., 930- 
4062) Casual dining in an elegant 
atmosphere, extensive menu for lunch 
and dinner, best Sunday brunch. 
Smoking in the lounge. $$ 


Richie Mill Bar and Grill (10171 
Saskatchewan Dr., 431-1717) Century 
old fieldstone walls create a cozy 
atmosphere in which to enjoy a variety 
of dishes or relax during happy hour 4- 
6 p.m. Smoking. $$-$$$ 


The Sidetrack Café (10333-112 
St.,421-1326) Whether you like succu- 
lent steak, decadent eggs Benedict in the 
morning or late night chicken wings, the 
Sidetrack Café’s kitchen will do it for you. 
Smoking in the lounge. $-$$ 


Teak Room (16615-109 Ave., 484- 
0821) Enjoy a fine dining experience 
with gourmet dishes prepared by our 
award-winning chefs. Non-smoking. $$$ 


Thomas’ Fishermen's Grotto (9624- 
76 Ave., 433-3905) Fine dining fish and 
seafood, featuring the seafood lover's 
feast for two. Brunch, lunch and din- 
ner. Non-smoking. $$$ 


Turtle Creek Café (8404-109 St., 
433-4202) Continental-style bistro with 
good variety of dishes and pizza, stir- 
fries, pasta and more. Non-smoking. $$ 


Von's Steak and Fish House 
(10309-81 Ave., 439-0041) Alberta 
beef at its best and great seafood, too. 
Smoking. $$$ 


EAST INDIAN 


Asian Hut Restaurant (4620-99 St., 
430-8267) Try the best East India has 
to offer. $-$$ 


Jewel of Kashmir (7219-104 St., 
438-4646) Discover a place that’s out 
of this world. Designed to capture the 
excitement and glamour of India. 


Khazana (10177-107 St., 702-0330) 
Authentic Tandoori cuisine in one of 
Edmonton’s most elegant dining 
rooms. Smoking in the lounge. $$ 


New Asian Village (10143 
Saskatchewan Dr., 433-3804) Cooking 
at its best from the subcontinent with a 
great panoramic river valley view. 
Smoking. No minors. $ 


Spicey House (9777-102 A Ave., 
Canada Place (Food Court), 425-0193) 
Veg and non-veg curries with choice 
herbs, the secret to the intoxicating 
flavour of Indian cuisine. $ 


Continental Treat (10560-82 Ave., 
433-7432) Enjoy excellent European 
cuisine in an elegant yet comfortable 
atmosphere. Non-smoking. $$ 


Madisons Grill (Union Bank Inn, 10053 
Jasper Ave., 423-3600) Unique historical 


@Mirabelle Dining & Lounge 


BUY ANY DINNER ENTREE, APPETIZER & DESSERT 
AT REGULAR PRICE AND RECEIVE ANOTHER 
DINNER ENTREE, APPETIZER 


& ‘DESSERT OF EQUAL 
bolas LESSER WAL 


building; upscale regional cuisine with a 
European influence. Non-smoking. $$$ 


Restaurant Moskow (104, 14315-118 
Ave., 455-7677) Try Russian dishes like 
borsh and meat dumplings in the warm 
atmosphere and listen to Russian music. 
Non-smoking. Lunch $. Dinner $$. 


The Russian Tearoom (10312 Jasper 
Ave., 426-0000) Romantic quiet restau- 
rant in the heart of downtown. Best 
cheesecake in town. European and 
Ukrainian cuisine. Palm readings daily. 
Non-smoking. $$-$$5 


Café Amandine (8523-91 St., 465- 
1919) Fine french cuisine. 
Entertainment on Friday and Saturday. 
Non-smoking. $ 


The Créperie (10220-103 St., 420- 
6656) Award-winning Edmonton insti- 
tution without haute price. Non-smok- 
ing. $ 

La Boheme (6427-112 Ave., 474- 
5693) A rare establishment where the 
alchemy of the surroundings, food, 
drink and service combine to create 
something approaching the art of liv- 
ing well. $$$ 


Three Muskateers (10416 - 82 Ave., 
437-4239) Come and try our tradition- 
al French cuisine at an affordable price 
in a unique setting. Patio now open. 
Non-smoking. $$ 


Normands (11639A Jasper Ave., 482- 
2600) Whether you're craving a wild 
mushroom soup or have an appetite for 
wild game, we can fill your needs. It’s a 
country-French fare with an Alberta 
accent. Smoking in the lounge. $$ 





Grub Med Ristorante (17 Fairway 
Dr., 119 St. & 37 Ave.) Edmonton’s 
finest Greek restaurant. Open for din- 
ner at 5 p.m. $$-$$$ 


It’s all Greek to me (10127-100A St., 
Rice Howard Way, 425-2073) Delicious 
spanakopita with fine Greek wines. 
Beautiful Greek atmosphere. Smoking. $$ 


Koutouki Taverna (10704-124 St., 
next to Roxy Theatre, 452-5383) The 
most authentic Greek food in 
Edmonton, prepared by the original 
Yianni himself. Smoking. $$ 


Symposium on Whyte (10439-82 
Ave., 2nd Floor. 433-7912) Innovative 
Greek cuisine in a beautiful open set- 
ting overlooking Whyte Ave. Non- 
smoking. $-$$ 

Sytaki Greek Island Restaurant 
(16313-111 Ave., 484-2473) Visit the 
Greek Islands in Edmonton. Smoking in 
the lounge. $$ 


Yiannis Taverna Restaurant 
(10444-82 Ave., 433-6768) Authentic 
Greek food, belly dancing, and the 
friendly staff create a fun and boister- 
ous atmosphere. Non-smoking. $$ 


DINING-FOR TWO. CHEQUE-FOR ONE. 











Ceili’s (10338-109 St., 426-5555) A 
great variety of pub food and drinks. 
Smoking. $-$$ 


The Druid (11606 Jasper Ave., 454- 

9928) The best pub food, drinks and 

Industry night in Edmonton. Features 
authentic Irish entrees and daily lunch 
specials. Smoking. $-$$ 


O’Byrne’s Irish Pub (10616-Whyte 
Ave. 414-6766) We serve a variety of 
pub food, all hand-made with care and 
pride. From our homemade fish ‘n’ 
chips to our near famous Irish break- 
fast. Our menu changes daily, so please 
come in and indulge in the experience. 
Smoking. $-$$ 





Bruno’s Italian Restaurant (9914- 
89 Ave., 433-8161) Quiet, one of 
Edmonton’s best kept secrets. 
Smoking. $$ 


Chianti (10501-82 Ave., 439-8729) 
Boticelli paintings serve as a nice back- 
drop in establishment offering the best 
pasta selections in town. $$ 


Fiore Cantina Italiana (8715-109 
St., 439-8466) Good, affordable, 
restaurant off campus. Non-smoking. $ 


Frank's Place-Pacific Fish (10020- 
101 A Ave., 422-0282) Situated half a 
block from Churchill Square and sum- 
mer festival fun. An extensive Italian 
and seafood menu and friendly efficient 
service ensure a return visit. Smoking. $ 
-$55 

Giovanni's Restaurant (10130-107 
St., 426-2021) Delicious cuisine for a 
song, featuring Giovanni himself when 
he breaks into a heart-stopping aria. $$ 
il Portico (10012-107 St., 424-0707) 
Trendy downtown restaurant with fresh 
imaginative dishes. Non-smoking. $$$ 


Italian Kitchen Restaurant (69 Ave., 
178 St., Callingwood Mall, 489-5619) 
Relaxing Italian dining. From pastas 
such as fettuccine alfredo to dishes 
such as steak Diane. Non-smoking.$$ 


Italix Ristorante Italiano (512 St. 
Albert Trail, St. Albert, 459-8090) 


yr 
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Delicious, homemade Italian food $$ 


Pappa’s (4702-118 Ave., 471-5749) A 
fine Italian family restaurant. Non- 
smoking. $$ 


Sorrentino’s (10844-95 St., 425- 
0960) In the heart of Little Italy, serves 
delicious authentic Italian fare. Non- 
smoking. $$ 


Sorrentino’s Whyte Avenue 
(10612-82 Ave., Varscona Hotel, 474- 
9860) Authentic Italian cooking. 
Tantalizing appetizers, pizzas, calzones, 
Pasta, sandwiches and entrees. 
Smoking in the lounge. $$ 


The Old Spaghetti Factory (10220- 
103 St., 422-6088) Heaping plates of 
spaghetti served with their patented 
thick, tasty sauce. Non-smoking. $$ 


That's Aroma (11010-101 St., 425- 
7335) The garlic specialists, offering 
fine Italian cuisine. $$ 


Tin Pan Alley Pasta House & 
Winery (4804 Calgary Trail South, 
702-2060) Pasta by day, party by 
night! Edmonton’s hottest new restau- 
rant for delicious and affordable pasta. 
Smoking in the lounge. $$ 


Tony Roma’s (11730 Jasper Ave., 488- 
1971) Great barbecue chicken and ribs 
with lots of food on your plate. Non- 
smoking. $$ 


Zenari’s on 1st (10117-101 St., 425- 
6151) Enjoy eclectic Italian food in an 
intimate funky atmosphere. Dinner or 
drinks, featuring live jazz every weekend. 
Wheelchair accessible. Non-smoking. $ 





Grab-a-bite (10351 Whyte Ave., 433- 
6336) The perfect spot for either a quick 
bite or an evening of dining. A varied 


-Multiple Award Winning- 


Parkallen 
. Pra 


Free Home Delivery 


26-109 zi 430-4777 


parkallen.com 


Empire Building 
Downtown 

10117-101 Street 
425-6151 


Friday, June 8th 


Eric Weiden 
Trio 


For more into 
and menu, log onto: 





a) See = 
selection of Chinese, Japanese and 
Vietnamese dishes. Non-smoking. $$ 


Furasato (10012-82 Ave., 439-1335) 
Cozy Restaurant featuring a choice 
selection of meals from the Land of the 
Rising Sun. Non-smoking. $$ 

Mikado (10350-109 St., 425-8096) 
The oldest Japanese restaurant in 


Edmonton for a good reason. Non- 
smoking. $ 


LATIN 


Valparaiso Latin Canadian Club 
(10816-95 St., 425-5338) Great Latino 
food! Great Latino music! Open 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday at 7 PM, 
Sunday at 3 PM. Free Tango lessons on 
Thursdays. $ 


Parkallen Restaurant (7018-109 St., 
436-8080) Multiple-award winning 
restaurant and menu. Authentic 
Lebanese cuisine offered in an elegant 
atmosphere. Large extensive wine list 
with rare Lebanese and French classics. 
Reservations recommended. $$-$$$ 


Julio’s Barrio (10450-82 Ave., 431- 
0774) Hearty dishes in a trendy neigh- 
bourhood, perfect for your next fiesta. 
Non-smoking. $ 


Senor Frog's (10045-109 St.,) Good 
food in a party mood! Restaurant bar 
and grill. Innovative Mexican cuisine. $ 


Alain Patisserie (9925-82 Ave., 988- 


Rose 
Bowl 
1| Pizza 
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9312) Quality french breads and pas- 
tries. Also serving sandwiches, quiches 
and specialty coffee. Non-smoking. $ 


Funky Pickle (10441-82 Ave., 433- 
FUNK) Vue Weekly golden fork winners 
1999, 2000. Edmonton Journal four- 
star rating, voted best pizza 1996, 98, 
99. Take advantage of their free deliv- 
ery. $$ 


Park Lounge & Sports Bar 
(Franklin’s Inn, 2016 Sherwood Dr., 
Sherwood Park. 467-1234) “More than 
worth the trip.” Sherwood Park’s best 
pizza for over 15 years. Unbelievable 
daily specials to complement our full 
menu! $-$$ 


Parkallen Pizza (8424-109 St., 430- 
4777) Multiple-award winning. Same 
owner/operator since 1986. Serving up 
Edmonton’s finest pizza, Lebanese salad 
and donairs. $-$$ 


Pharos Pizza (8708-109 St., 433- 
5205) World famous pizza since 1970, 
Made with fresh ingredients and no 
preservatives. Try our Popeye, it’s our 
speciality. We also offer small dishes for 
individuals. Non-smoking. $ 


Brewsters (11620-104 Ave., 482- 
4677) Extensive menu selection. 14 dif- 
ferent types of beer brewed on site. 
Brewery tours available. Smoking. $$ 


Elephant & Castle (3 locations: 103 
St. & Whyte Ave.; Eaton Centre-3rd 
Level; West Edmonton Mall near 
Entrance #8) Your comfort spot, with a 
great selection of British favourites— 
appetizers, burgers, salads and of 


Restaurant & Lounge 
10111-117 St. ¢ 482-5152 / 482-5253 
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JOIN an AN 
THE PUB 
FOR: 


e Monday & Tuesday 15¢ Wings 
¢ Wednesday Beer & Burger for $5.95 
¢ Thursday & Friday Jug of Beer & 20 Wings for $10.95 
e Sunday Toonie Menu after 5 pm ¢ Happy Hour all day 


Thanks to 
all those 
who voted 
for us! 





BREAKFAST SERVED ALL DAY 
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(corner of 137th Ave./Fort Road) 
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course the finest British and Canadian 
beer and single-malt scotch. Smoking 
in the lounge. $ 


Gallery Bar (16615-109 Ave., 
Mayfield Inn & Suites Hotel) 
Comfortable, cozy after-hours enter- 
tainment. ‘60s-’80s music at its very 
best Thur-Sat evenings. $ 


Yabbo’s Boneyard/ The Library 
(11113-87 Ave., 439-4981) Our specialty 
is Saturday and Sunday brunch. We're 
open for lunch, dinner and after work, to 
unwind and have fun. Smoking.$ 


Martini’s Bar & Grill (9910-109 St., 
424-7219) Enjoy our 25+ custom mar- 
tinis, 15+ single-malt scotch collection, 
evening steak sandwich specials and 
selection of craft beers all in an envi- 
ronment conducive to relaxation! Non- 
smoking restaurant. $-$$ 


Nathan’s Pub & Grill (8930 Jasper Ave., 
421-4446) Great food, large servings and 
value for your money. Smoking. $ 


Nicholby’s (11066-156 St., 448-2255) 
Great, eclectic pub fare. Sandwiches, 
wings, appetizers.$ 


Pub Paradise Sports Bar (4225-118 
Ave., 471-3526) Edmonton’s only car- 
ribean and continental sports bar. 
Featuring 11 flavours of wings and the 
best jerk chicken in the city. Daily spe- 
cials. Sun,Mon: WWF Wrestling Nite; 
Wed: karaoke; Fri: Carribean Night; Sat: 
Party Nite. $ 


Red Fox Pub (7230 Argyll Road, 465- 
7931) Our comfortable pub offers 
darts, pool tables coupled with a cozy 
fireplace in a relaxing setting. Sunday 
we offer happy hour all day, plus free 
pool. Non-smoking restaurant, smoking 
in the pub. $ 


The Sherlock Holmes Pubs (1001 2- 
101A Ave., 8770-170 St., 10341-82 Ave., 
5004-98 Ave.) For a taste of the good old 
times, come on in and try our British and 
continental menu. Recently revised with 
nearly 20 new dishes, we'll have some- 
thing to tempt your tastebuds! Try a veg- 
etarian quesadilla or Chicken Cordon 
Bleu sandwich, or if you're feeling a little 
British, you can’t go wrong with Steak ‘n’ 
Kidney Pie or our ultimate halibut & 
chips. Daily specials also offered. $-$$ 


The Windsor Bar & Grill (11702-87 
Ave., 433-7800) We are open for lunch 
and dinner and fun all the time. Pizza is 
our specialty. Prices & fun can’t be 
beat! Smoking. $ 


Lighthouse Café (7331-104 St., 433- 
0091; 5506 Tudor Glen Mkt, 460- 
2222) Our chefs prepare the freshest 
seafood in town. Lunch and dinner 
seven days a week. Patio, licensed. $$ 


La Tapa-Restaurante & Tapa Bar 
(10523-99 Ave., 424-8272) The only 
Tapa bar in Edmonton! Delicious cui- 
sine from Spain in a casual atmosphere. 
Specializing in Paella and Sangria, 24 
Tapas available. Great menu. The only 
place to go for a taste of Spain. 
Smoking in the basement lounge. $$ 


Yeoman ’s (10030-107 St., 423-1511) 


The beefeaters steakhouse. Smoking in 
the lounge. $$-$$$ 


Hy’s (10013-101A Ave., 424-4444) 
Great steaks in a great atmosphere. 
Non-smoking. $$-$$$ 


STEAK AND SEAFOOD 
Mirabelle’s (9929-109 St., 429-3055) 
One block north of the legislative build- 
ings, this contemporary restaurant spe- 
cializes in Alberta beef and seafood. 
Other choices include pasta dishes, 
lamb, buffalo, veal and fresh fish. The 
wine list offers a fine selection of wines 
by the glass or bottle. $$$ 


BanThai (15726-100 Ave., 444-9345) 
Awarded certificate of authenticity by the 
Royal Thai Government with an atmos- 
phere to match. Non-smoking. $$ 


Bua Thai Restaurant (10049-113 St., 
482-2277) Thailand's distinct authentic 
cuisine of the new stylish restaurant in 
downtown Edmonton. $$$ 


The King and I (8208-107 St., 433- 
2222) The King is back! Amazing selec- 
tion of dishes-spicy and flavourful. 
Good enough for the Rolling Stones. 
Non-smoking. $$$ 


Krua Wilai Thai Restaurant (Sterling 
Pl., 9940-106 St., 424-8303) Our cooks 
from Bangkok offer you the best and 

most authentic Thai food in Edmonton. 
Vegetarian menu available. Smoking: $$ 


UKRAINIAN 


Pyrogy House (12510-118 St., 454- 
7880) Pyrogies and cabbage rolls-just 
like Baba used to make. Non-smoking. $ 


* 


Max’s Light Cuisine (7809-104 St., 
432-6241) Great vegetarian dishes 
including delicious vegan entreés and 
desserts. $ 





Bach Dang (7908-104 St., 448- 
0288) Vietnamese Noodle House. 
Non-smoking. $ 

Oriental Noodle House (10718-101 


St., 448-5068) Authentic Vietnamese 
food in a family-oriented environment. $ 
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we'll fax you 
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Expose yourself to new music by tuning in to HMV exposed Radio 
available only @ HMV.com 
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By DAVID DiICENZO 


My Ames is true 


A few months back, | hooked up with 
PGA Tour player Stephen Ames in his 
adopted home of Calgary. The Trinidad 
and Tobago native found himself a 
prairie gal back when he was on the 
Canadian Tour and now he calls the 
Great White North home along with 
their two sons. All was going well with 
Stephen until he mentioned that his 
instructor was a disciple of David Lead- 
better, a scrawny Aussie who yanks his 
slacks so far up he has to undo his zip- 
per to talk, Though he looked miffed by 
my Leadbetter imitation, Ames was a 
great guy and, moreover, one of the 
best players on Tour golfing under the 
Canadian flag. 


DDC: So, tell me what life on Tour is 
like. 

SA: Stressful. It’s very difficult to 
get around. If you don’t co-ordinate 
yourself properly by getting your tick- 
ets ahead of time and knowing your 
schedule, then it gets very expensive. 
My boys are growing up. They're get- 
ting better. The first couple of years 
when they were younger it was very 
difficult. Now it’s getting easier. My 
wife Jodi travels with me. They go to 
daycare during the day, and depend- 


ing on my tee time, Jodi and | pick 
them up. If I’ve had a bad day, it’s 
wiped out right away and if I've had a 
good day, it continues. 

DDC: What about the players? Are 
they decent guys? 

SA: They're stiff. A lot of them are 
like that. Very few are like the Fuzzy 
Zoellers, enjoying themselves and 
having fun. They’re all fun to play 
with, but everybody’s personality is 
different, of course. 

DDC: And you? 

SA: I’ve played both ways. | play 
better when I’m just having fun, 
which I'm starting to do more of now. 
| don’t take it as serious because it’s 
just a game. 

DDC: Tell me your thoughts on 
how technology is impacting the game. 

SA: Some of the golf courses are 
becoming obsolete. It’s funny that we 
talk about the equipment being able 
to help us. | would say for sure it helps 
us hit it further, but the ballstrikers, the 
guy who can maneuver the golf ball 
both ways, that’s gone. You hit it more 
like a robot. When | grew up, | played 
blades and wooden drivers and three- 
woods. | could tell when | mishit one. 
The new clubs with the offset face, it’s 
inclined to help the amateur stop slic- 
ing the golf ball. When | put those in 
my bag, all | would do is hook the golf 
ball. And the lengths of the shafts have 
changed. Back in the old days, the 
guys used to play 42 1/2, 43-inch driv- 
ers—now we’re playing 45 and 46 
inches. Why’s that? We're looking for 
distance. Can you hit a fairway? No. 
I'd be quite happy to go back to the 
old golf ball and the old wooden driv- 
ers and the old blades. That'd proba- 
bly help my game. 





DDC: How did you get into golf? 

SA: My dad played and my grand- 
mother played. | was looking for 
something to do. | was looking for a 
love that would get me up in the 
morning and not have to say, “Oh 
God, | have to go to work today.” Golf 
was the only thing that was giving it 
to me. At 23, | packed up and left 
home. 

DDC: Whose game do you 
admire? 

SA: I'm a [Ben] Hogan buff. The 
whole downstairs of my house is 
Hogan. 

DDC: Ever meet him? 

SA: Yes, at the Hogan factory. | 
played Hogan clubs, of course. | got 
the opportunity of meeting him when 
we were playing the Hogan Tour back 
then. We talked a bit, he signed a 
poster. | was surprised by the size of 
him—he was small. Strong hands, 
everybody always said that. 

DDC: Anything strange happen 
on the course lately? 

SA: | was playing the Bob Hope, 
and you play four different golf cours- 
es. Usually in the past what you had 
to do was go to the trailer, pick up 
your golf balls, your gloves and your 
hats. We were in there on the Mon- 
day, getting my clubs regripped, Call- 
away, myself and my caddy. I’ve 
played Callaway for 10 years now. 
Both of us forgot to ask about golf 
balls. On the second day, | say, “Do 
we have any balls?” and he looks in 
my bag and says, “No, we don’t.” So 
we had to go the store and buy some. 
They didn’t have Callaways—! had to 
play Titleist. We called and told them. 
I'll see the guys and have a laugh. 
[Titleist] wasn’t as good. © 


TOP-FLITE 
SKYRA NGE 





VUE WEEKLY © JUNE 7- JUNE 13, 2001 © 2 








Flannel analysis 


Everybody seems to 
cotton to the music 
of Flannel Jimmy 


y PHIL DUPERRON 


ith their first, self-titled 
record just released on 
Nettwerk, Vancouver- 


based Flannel Jimmy are ready to go 
out on the road and make a name 
for themselves. Just don’t ask them 
what that name means. 

“I suppose we should have a 
story ready about it, but we don’t,” 
lead singer Andrew Babuin says over 
the phone from Nelson, B.C. where 
the five-piece funk/jazz/fusion band 
played a show the night before. He's 
being a little disingenuous; the 
band’s mysterious moniker may not 
mean anything, but it does have a 
story to go along with it. When they 
first started playing, before they had 
a demo or even knew what to call 
themselves, Babuin told a leery pro- 
moter, “If you don’t like us during 
sound check, we’ll leave.” 

They got to play. When the 
pleased promoter asked what they 
were called, Flannel Jimmy was the 
name at the top of a list of possibili- 
ties and it stuck. That’s showbiz. 

Flannel Jimmy the album also 
comes with a story. Babuin says 
Allan Rodger, their producer, felt the 
band was “a little rough 
around the edges.” 
So he packed the 
whole band and 
some recording equip- 
ment off to tiny Hornby Island for a 
few weeks of pre-production to work 
on song arrangements. Once there, 
they set up a makeshift recording 
studio in a community hall; the 
kitchen became the control room, 
while saxophonist Alex Maher 
(a.k.a. Salex) took over the fireplace 
room as his own private sax booth. 
On Hornby, the band tested all the 
songs that would eventually make it 
onto the disc at different paces to 
make sure they weren’t getting set 
in their ways and to build a good 
working relationship with Rodger. 





Rodger’s Hornby 


At first, Babuin thought it would be 
great to kick back, relax and enjoy 
the pristine beaches of the beautiful 
island, a favourite location for hip- 
pies and New-Agers alike. Then the 
reality of 12-hour workdays spent 
poring over songs again and again 
set in. “We were busting our asses,” 
Babuin says, adding that in the end 
the songs came out sounding a lot 
fresher and more vibrant. 

Flannel Jimmy then moved the 
Operation over to Vancouver's 
Greenhouse Studios for several more 
weeks of work with Rodger, engineer 
Chris Hilton and (for a few tracks) 
Spirit of the West singer John Mann, 
one of Babuin’s personal heroes. “It 
was really cool seeing him in the 
studio,” says Babuin, who describes 
the process as a tremendous learn- 
ing experience. 7 

Another addition to the lush 









Flannel Jimmy: how‘dya like them slacks? 


tapestry of sounds on the album was 
a string quartet from the Vancouver 
Symphony Orchestra. “We wanted 
to make the album as 
professional sound- 
ing as possible,” 
Babuin explains. 
“The strings work well 
on different types of songs. They 
were just meant to be there.” 

Although Babuin was involved 
in some bands back in high school 
covering Metallica and Guns ‘n’ 
Roses numbers, Flannel Jimmy is 
Babuin’s “first real crack” at break- 
ing into the music industry. He’s 
doing something right; the band 
has shows set up throughout the 
summer, including a spot opening 
for Wide Mouth Mason on Canada 
Day here in Edmonton, which 
Babuin says is “definitely going to 
be our biggest show yet.” 


Jimmy Hollywood? 


Still, Flannel Jimmy may one day 
follow the lead of Canadian bands 
like Celtic rockers the Paperboys, 
who they’ve watched build a large 
fanbase and make good cash play- 
ing south of the border in the 
much larger American market. 
“There's a ton of opportunity in 
the U.S.,” Babuin says. “You drive 
way less to get to gigs.” But before 
they can enjoy the comparatively 
cushy American tour circuit, the 
band must brave the long drives 
and small towns of Canada first. 
“It's good to get things going in 
Canada,” says Babuin. “If you want 
to be a big-time millionaire you 
have to break into America, but 
you can definitely make a decent 
living in Canada.” 

Considering the fact that 


_Babuin, unlike many other young 
'* musicians, ‘can boast of being a full- 


Nae abet an occa tate 


time musician, Flannel Jimmy is 
well on its way. O 


Flannel Jimmy 


“Sidetrack Café ° Tue, June 12 





Comfort. Convenience. Red Arrow offers Business Class Service — more 
legroom, laptop plug-ins, fold-down tables, downtown-to-downtown 
pickup and dropoff, private seats, plus complimentary snacks and 
drinks. It's a relaxing environment perfect for getting the job done. 
Make productivity your driving force and travel Red Arrow. 


SINGLE + DOUBLE ROW SEATING ¢ ADVANCE SEAT SELECTION ¢ CORPORATE 
RATES ¢ FOLD-DOWN TABLES ¢ LAPTOP PLUG-INS * CAR RENTAL 


Daily express passenger and parcel service between Calgary, Red Deer, Edmonton and Fort McMurray 


recdarrow motor coach 


Reservations / information 1.800.232.1958 www.redarrow.pwt.ca 
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Sree Fare 


June 27th - Horowitz Theatre 


www. linusentertainment.com 
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CANADA 
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BIG TIME FUN! 


PH: 481-6420 


ENTERTAINMENT, 
WEST EDMONTON MALL - 


Vie Band! 


Fale 


Canadas: s #1 Disco Retro 


SATURDAY Jl 


ne LEAD VOCALIST of (YG TLE wicr 
VINCE Frat: a 


$17.95 Adv. 
. $20.95 Day Of 


__ S Formerly from THE ENGLISH BEAT 
je and GENERAL PUBLIC « LIVE in CONCERT! 


DaveWaxerinc 


TIX: Red’s/Ticketmaster © $13.95 Adv / $16.95 Day Of 


MONDAY JULY 9 
OubBELE 


TROUBLE 


featuring Surprise Guest Appearances AvaILaBLe At RED'S 


and openers “The Rockin’ Highline © 487- 206 6 


i Tickets: $19.95 Advance / $24.95 Day 


fe, 51-8000 
bere SSuIEDNESDAYAIUT 700 


Rough Trade ¢ Aug.-2 


{LIVE IN CONCERT*Featuring Carole Pope 


LS ey RE 
<www red .cCa> 








Johnsons dawn 


The Johnsons CD release party ¢ 
New City Likwid Lounge ° Fri, 
June 9 The Johnsons need to do more 
planning. That’s the lowdown from 
their record label, Spawner Records. 
But planning, it just so happens, has 
had an extremely minor role in the 
band’s success. 

The Johnsons—featuring Heath on 
drums, Calvin on guitar, Nathan on 
guitar/vocals and Nick on bass—start- 
ed two years ago as a joke. “It’s all 
been by mistake,” says Heath. “We 
were asked to play once so we 
churned out some songs in a couple of 
weeks. Now we're a band and we've 
got a record label behind us. There is 
no plan, there’s never been any plans.” 
Heath does admit, however, that 
maybe it’s time the band started tak- 
ing the business side of things a little 
more seriously. “We're only going to 
get so far just by dumb luck,” he says, 
“even though we've gotten this far.” 

The band members use only their 
last first names, but that doesn’t 
mean they all share the Johnson sur- 
name. And the name of the band isn’t 





The Johnsons 


meant as a phallic reference, either. 
It’s just a name they picked and, in 
truth, they hate it. 

The Johnsons signed with Vancou- 
ver’s Spawner Records and have just 
released their first disc, So | Says to the 
Guy. Expect goofy skate punk and 
songs that mean nothing at their CD 
release show. “A lot of our songs are 
inside jokes to us,” says Heath. “The 
kids think the songs are funny because 
the lyrical content is ludicrous and 


we're laughing to ourselves all the 
time. We've written songs in two min- 
utes. We'll write the actual musical 
arrangement and we'll have no idea 
what the song will be about. And then 
we'll all be hanging out and some- 
thing dumb will happen and within a 
minute we'll have a song. We'll 
scratch the lyrics down on a piece of 
paper and then go in and record the 
song. Some guys, | guess, vent by 
writing songs about their ex-girlfriend; 


TickerMasTen OUTLETS i 


it happens e where it happens ::- 


June 7—The Headlines at Casino 
Yellowhead ¢ Eric Weiden Trio at 
Four Rooms Restaurant * 
Nazareth at Joint Rock Room * 
Stiff at King’s Knight Pub * Dave 
Hiebert at Lion’s Head Pub * Old 
Reliable, John Ford at New City 
Likwid Lounge ® Bill Jackson at 
Sherlock Holmes Capilano * Tim 
Becker at Sherlock Holmes Down- 
town ® Yves Lecroix at Sherlock 
Holmes on Whyte ¢ Shane Young 
at Sherlock Holmes WEM ¢ 
Upshot at Sidetrack Café * Brett 
Miles Trio at Tin Pan Alley * Car- 
son Cole at Urban Lounge * 
Sugar Cane at Voodoo Lounge 


Friday 


June 8—Kevin Ryan at Atlantic 
Trap and Gill * Syndicate at Capi- 
tal Hill Pub * Allen Raymond 
Band at Casino Edmonton * The 
Headlines at Casino Yellowhead 
Al Brandt, Bradford Pettigrew at 
Expressionz Café * Recollection 
Blues Band at Grinder ¢ 
Matthew’s Grin at Horseshu 
Cocktail Club * Thexceptions at 
J.J.’s Pub * Gods ‘n’ Monsters at 
King’s Knight Pub * Hoffman and 
Brown at Lion and Crow Pub « 
Dave Hiebert at Lion’s Head Pub 
¢ The Johnsons, Wishing Well at 
New City Likwid Lounge * My 
Huge Ass at O’Byrne’s * Rob 
Heath, Thomas Slaymaker, Ron 
Taylor, The Twisted Pickers, 
Lonesome and Then Some, 
Down to the Wood, Pierian 
Spring, Lee Christopher Young, 
Craval Road, Bob Jahrig at 


Queen Mary Park Community 


join television's 


very entertaining trio 


Hall * Las Vegas Crypt Keepers, 
Gladys Patches at Rev * Kicks 
After Six at Rock Central Station « 
Deep Six at Rumours Pub * 
Bounce at Second Cup (102 Ave) 
Bill Jackson at Sherlock Holmes 
Capilano ¢ Tim Becker at Sher- 
lock Holmes Downtown * Yves 
Lecroix at Sherlock Holmes on 
Whyte * Shane Young at Sherlock 
Holmes WEM ¢ The Hi-Phonigs, 
Mike Park Band at Sidetrack Café 
* Terry Morrison at Sugarbowl 
Café (University) * Northwest 
Passage at Tin Pan Alley * Single 
Malt Blues Band at Urban 
Lounge ¢ Jimmy “T99” Nelson at 
Yardbird Suite * Eric Weiden Trio 
at Zenari’s on Ist 


Saturday 


June 9—Kevin Ryan at Atlantic 
Trap and Gill * Slim Whitman's 
Nightmare at Billy Bud’s * Ben 
Sures at Black Dog * Sven Bivd., 
Bob Jahrig, Terry Morrison, 
Andy Northrup, Pierian Spring 
at Bonnie Doon Community Hall « 
Syndicate at Capital Hill Pub « 
Allen Raymond Band at Casino 
Edmonton * The Headlines at 
Casino Yellowhead * The Dirty 
Hippies at Flybar « Chris Andrew 
Trio at Four Rooms Restaurant * 
Recollection Blues Band at 
Grinder ¢ Matthew’s Grin at 
Horseshu Cocktail Club * Esoteric 
Mind, Sun of Man at]J.|.’s Pub * 
Gods 'n‘ Monsters at King’s 
Knight Pub.* Hoffman and 
Brown at Lion and Crow Pub * 
Dave Hiebert at Lion’s Head Pub 
* The Hootin’ Annies, The Chick- 
en Snails Road Show, Grrrl, Sea 
and Storm, The Six Shooters at 
Longriders Saloon ¢ Ron 


y: edmonton 


.. who's playing where and when this week 


Hawkins, The Rusty Nails at New 
City Likwid Lounge * My Huge 
Ass at O’Byrne’s ® Into Eternity, 
Necronaut, Bludgeon at Power 
Rock Lounge * Kicks After Six at 
Rock Central Station * Deep Six 
at Rumours Pub » Bill Jackson at 
Sherlock Holmes Capilano * Tim 
Becker at Sherlock Holmes Down- 
town ¢ Yves Lecroix at Sherlock 
Holmes on we * Shane Young 
at Sherlock Holmes WEM * The 
Nomads at Sidetrack Café * Mr. 
Lucky at Sportsman’s Lounge ¢ 
Northwest Passage at Tin Pan 
Alley * Single Malt Blues Band at 
Urban Lounge ¢ Jimmy “T99” 
Nelson at Yardbird Suite 


Sunday 


June 10—Paul Bromley, Proxy- 
boy at Roxy Theatre * Matthew’s 
Grin at Sidetrack Café * Joe 
Lovano at Yardbird Suite 


Monday 


June 11—Tony Dizon at Lion’s 
Head Pub ® The Cash Brothers, 
Jim Bryson, Brian Toogood at 
Rev * Sam August at Sherlock 
Holmes Downtown * Dave 
Hiebert at Sherlock Holmes WEM 
* Haven, Knee Deep in Grass at 
Sidetrack Café 


Tuesday 


June 12—Tony Dizon at Lion’s 
Head Pub ® Brent Lee Band at 
Longriders Saloon ¢ Gutter- 
mouth, U.S. Bombs, The 
Deviates, Union 13 at Rev * 
Sam August at Sherlock 
Holmes Downtown ¢ Dave 
Hiebert at Sherlock Holmes 


ENE on 


WEM ® Flannel Jimmy at 
Sidetrack Café * Rockapella at 
Winspear Centre 


Wednesday 


June 13—Tony Dizon at Lion’s 
Head Pub ¢ Brent Lee Band at 
Longriders Saloon * Bob Log III, 
The Immortal Lee County 
Killers, The Neckers at Rev * Sam 
August at Sherlock Holmes 
Downtown ¢ Duff Robison at 
Sherlock Holmes on Whyte * 
Dave Hiebert at Sherlock Holmes 
WEM ¢ New Old Boys at Side- 
track Café * Sweet Alibi, MIS at 
Urban Lounge 


Thursday 


June 14—Craig Giacobbo Trio at 
Four Rooms Restaurant * Rotting 
Fruit at Iron Horse * Knee Deep 
in Grass at King’s Knight Pub « 
Tony Dizon at Lion’s Head Pub « 
Brent Lee Band at Longriders 
Saloon * The Long Run, The Tro- 
phy Wives, A Priori at New City 
Likwid Lounge  Litterbug, Stone 
Addison at Rev * Tim Becker at 
Sherlock Holmes Capilano * Sam 
August at Sherlock Holmes 
Downtown * Duff Robison at 
Sherlock Holmes on Whyte * 
Dave Hiebert at Sherlock Holmes 
WEM * Chris Brown, Kate Fen- 
ner, Paul Bellows at Sidetrack 
Café * Anna Beaumont at Tin 
Pan Alley * Haven at Urban 
Lounge 








we vent by writing songs that make us 
laugh, It’s all about being dumb.” 

For more info on the Johnsons, or 
to order the CD, check out their 
label’s website at www.spawn- 
errecords.com, or the band website at 
www.ihatethejohnsons.com. 


Gos-pel, young Christians 


Gospel Jamboree ¢ Jubilee Audi- 
torium ° Sat, June 9 Lanny Sole, 
the organizer of Edmonton's first 
Gospel Jamboree, says it’s time gospel 
and Christian music started attracted a 
wider audience. “There are just so 
many talented singers around who 
don’t have the opportunity to share 
their music with people,” he says. 
“They're not big enough to have CDs 
but they have some beautiful songs 
that people should hear.” 

Eleven acts will perform at the Jam- 
boree, including Harry Rusk, Mary Oja, 
Shannon Shepard and Dan Wassen- 
berg. Rusk, the headliner, now lives in 
the Edson area but spent 10 years per- 
forming in the U.S., appearing on the 
stage of the Grand Ole Opry. Edson 
seems to be a bit of a gospel hotbed, 
with five of the show’s 11 acts hailing 
from that area. The remaining singers 
and groups are from Edmonton. 

The Gospel Jamboree starts at 7 
p.m. and tickets cost $10. Tickets are 
available at the door or at the Two 
Blessings Christian Marketplaces in 
Edmonton. If, for some reason, you 
can’t afford to pay the price of admis- 
sion but still want to see the show, Sole 
says you should come down anyway. 
Some local businesses have purchased 
tickets and will be offering them as 
gifts to those who can’t afford them. 


Rocking fellas 


Rockapella « Alberta Lung Asso- 
ciation Benefit Concert « Win- 
spear Centre ¢ Tue, June 12 Steve 
Martin used to say that there was no 
way you could play a depressing song 
on the banjo. The same can be said 
about a cappella, claims Kevin Wright 
of the group Rockapella. 

“We don't really like to write about 
depressing things. We write about 
things that are very lively,” he says. 
“But with a cappella, it’s hard to write 
a sad sappy song. There are areas for 
it, there are songs that hit the heart- 
strings, but we do different things 
from the ‘tearing out my heart’ sound 
that a lot of the boy bands are using.” 

Those few “Friends of Seven,” 
those watchers of PBS, may recall 
Rockapella as the house band for the 
kids’ show Where in the World is Car- 
men Sandiego? For five years, Rock- 
apella appeared on the show, giving 
out songs tips on where to find the 
master criminal and singing the 
catchy title song. The show was seen 
daily by more than 10 million people. 

Wright says even today people 
approach members of the group and 
sing that final line of the song (come 
on, | know you know it). “Carmen 
Sandiego was very important to Rock- 
apella. We were on for five seasons 
and it opened up a lot of doors for a 
lot of things,” says Wright. “The kids 
who watched the show back then are 
now basically getting out of college 
and that’s the type of audience we 
really want know.” 

Rockapella was formed in 1987 by, 


fobr or former.membets.of Brown. Unis..<in.tep.over-30.punk rock form. Backed.. 


Rockapella 


versity who evolved from the Barber- 
shop Quartet sound to a more mod- 
ern mix influenced by jazz, R&B and 
Stevie Wonder. After the PBS show 
went off the air, Rockapella appeared 
on stage with Billy Joel, Sting, Don 
Henley, Styx, Warren Zevon and for 
Spike Lee in Do it A Cappella. The line- 
up now includes Barry Carl (bass), 
Elliot Kerman (baritone), Scott 
Leonard (high tenor), Jeff Thatcher 
and Wright as tenor. 

Their upcoming show at the Win- 
spear is designed for the entire family. 
“We're proud of the fact that we 
attract a wide range of people, every- 
body from the smallest kid to the peo- 
ple in their nineties,” says Wright. “We 
have a mixture of a lot of pop origi- 
nals that some of the younger people 
like with some of the old standards 
like ‘Stand By Me,’ ‘Dock of the Bay’ 
and things like that.” And being a 
charity gig, he says, makes the 
evening so much better. “We believe 
that it’s very important to give back to 
the communities around the U.S. and 
Canada to further the possibilities to 
help other people.” 


To Calgary with Mammoth 


Some bands will do anything to get 
their fans to a show. Local boys 
Mammoth are willing to give you a 
tide and a couple of drinks. The band 
will be setting up a charter service to 
truck their fans from Edmonton to a 
show in Calgary. 

Mammoth will be opening for 
Clutch in Calgary on July 16 and for a 
measly 60 bucks you'll get a ride to 
and from the show, tickets and two 
drinks tickets in case you get thirsty. 
Mammoth needs to know as soon as 
possible how many people are com- 
ing, so if you’re interested in being a 
part of the Mammoth express to Cal- 
gary simply go to the Mammoth 
website at www.mammothinc.com 
and fill in the form. 


NO special FX, 
these guys are real 


ReVue * NOFX ¢ Shaw Conference 
Centre ¢ Sun, June 3 Fat Mike has 
lost weight. He also claimed to be 
sober. At least last Sunday night. 
Whether that was true or not, Fat 
Mike and his partners in crime—the 
husky and always impetuous El Hefe 
and the two Erics (Eric Melvin on gui- 
tar and Erik Sandin on drums)—were 
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by a banner the size of a postage 
stamp, NOFX proved that reports the 
band is just going through the 
motions are unfounded. After Sunday 
night's show at the Shaw Conference 
Centre (and after seeing the band at 
last year’s Warped Tour in Calgary), 
NOFX has climbed back to the top 
and shown that punk rock isn‘t always 
about speed and youth. 

Case in point: opening act Rise 
Against was ho-hum as they hurried 
through their set, every song high- 
speed misplaced male testosterone. 
The second act of the night, the 
Swinging Utters, were a passable 
band; kudos for using an acoustic gui- 
tar and doing a nice duet without the 
backing of distortion and drums. 

But there was no doubt that NOFX 
were the rulers of the roost. Unlike 
their forgettable counterparts during 
Sunday’s show, they will be remem- 
bered in the annals of punk rock as 
demigods. There’s a reason why 
they’ve been around for such a long 
time, why almost everybody at the 
show spent more than 20 bucks at the 
merch booth and why this over-30 
punk rocker actually ventured (at least 
for a little) into the sweat-fuelled 
mosh pit to mix it up with the kids. 

To these California jokesters, punk 
rock has no defined speed, nor a 
defined age requirement. Punk rock 
is about great songs, some influ- 
enced by jazz, reggae and polka, 
tight harmonies, a fuck y’all attitude 
and the ability to hold your farts 
while playing a song and then let the 
gas fly into a microphone as part of 
intersong banter. 

In all, Fat Mike farted three times 
into his microphone, sending squeals 
of delight through the crowd of punk 
rockers in the pit, many of them at 
least 15 years younger than the dudes 
on stage. NOFX also burned through 
a 75-minute set list of all their big 
hits—enciting sing-alongs for Bob and 
the Brews (Oi Oi Oi!)—and even 
throwing in some new tunes. The 
songs may be seen goofy to some, 
but they’re actually quick-witted bits 
of suburban satire. 

And the show ended brilliantly as 
guitarist Eric Melvin stood onstage for 
almost forever, serenading the depart- 
ing crowd with the same polka-based 
line on his accordion, 

To paraphrase the band’s final 
song of the night, NOFX may be 
pushing 40 but they’re doing fine. All 
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THE LOVE 
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SINGLES NIGHT 
EVERY 
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KARAOKE 
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THURS JUNE 14 
FEATURING 


ROTTING 
FRUIT 


MONDAY 


HIGHBALLS $2.50 
MIKES LEMONADE $3.25 


WEDNESDAY 
GREAT SPECIALS 


THURSDAY 


MGD $3.00 
ALIZE DOUBLES $4.50 


FRIDAY 


BELLINIS $3.50 
SHOTS $3.25 


S.O.B SATURDAYS 


CORONA $3.50 
TEQUILA ROSA $3.25 


SUNDAY 
HAPPY HOUR ALL DAY 


EVERY DAY 
HAPPY HOUR 
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For a FREE listing, fax 426-2889 or 
e-mail listings@vue.ab.ca. 


Deadline is 3pm Friday. 


Turn to "More Music" on page 22 
for day-to-day listings. 


ALTERNATIVE 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
10161/57-112 Street, 413-4578. THU 
7: NeXtFest 2001: Old Reliable, John 
Ford. FRI 8: The Johnsons (CD release 
party), Wishiee Well. SAT 9: Ron 

awkins, The Rusty Nails. THU 14: 
CJSR Showcase: The Long Run, The 
Trophy Wives, A Priori. FRI 15: Hissyfit, 
K-Jet, The Skinny. 


REV 10030-102 Street, 424-2851. FRI 
8: Las Vegas Crypt Keepers, Gladys 
Patches. TIX: $6. MON 11 (8pm door): 
The Cash Brothers, Jim Bryson, Brian 
Toogood. TIX: $8. TUE 12 (6pm door, 
7pm show): Punkorama 2001: 
Guttermouth, U.S. Bombs, The 
Deviates, Union 13. All ages event. 
TIX: $17 adv. @ TicketMaster, Sonix, 
Blackbyrd Myoozik, Freecloud Music; 
$19 @ door. WED 13: Bob Log Ill, The 
Immortal Lee County Killers, The 
Neckers. TIX: $10 adv. @ Freecloud, 
Sonix, Blackbyrd Myoozik, Rev. THU 
14: Litterbug, Stone Addison. FRI 15 
(8:30 door): Nebula, chery Valence, 
Mammoth. SAT 16: Nashville Pussy. 


BLUES AND ROOTS 


THE ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
7704 Calgary Trail South, 432-4611. 
THU 7: Open mic. FRI 8-SAT 9: 
Kevin Ryan. 


THE BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
10425 Whyte Avenue, 439-1082. 
Every SAT (3-6pm): Hair of the Dog. 
No cover. SAT 9 (3-6pm): Ben Sures. 
BLUES AT THE HILL-CAPITAL HILL 


PUB 14203 Stony Plain Road, 454- 
3063. FRI 8-SAT 9: Syndicate. 















WIN 2 TICKETS 10 
VANS WARPED TOUR 


TAG TEAM TUESDAYS 


WITH JAILHOUSE ROB & LIAM 


BONNIE DOON COMMUNITY HALL 
9240-93 St. SAT 9 (6:30 door; 7:30pm 
music): Alberta Roots Music Society: 
Sven Blvd., Bob Jahrig, Terry Morrison, 
Andy Northrup, Pierian Spring. TIX: 
$12 adv., $15 @ door. SAT 16 (7pm 
door; 8pm music): Alberta Roots Music 
Society: J. Knutson, Jim Henry, The 
Twisted Pickers. TIX: $12 adv., $15 @ 
door. Adv, ticket @ Blackbyrd Myoozik, 
Alfie Myhres Music, Clea’s Bookshop. 


CENTURY GRILL 3975 Calgary Trail 
South, 909-7800. Every SAT (9pm): 
Rimshot (jazz to R&B). No cover. 


CONVOCATION HALL U of A 
Campus. SUN 17 (8pm): Greg 
MacPherson, Paul Bellows, Andrea 
House. TIX: $7 adv @ Blackbyrd 
Myoozik, Southside, Repeats; $10 @ 
door. Fundraiser to shoot a pilot for 
the Great Western Ballroom. 


DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 Ave., 
474-5554. FRI 15-SAT 16 (9:30pm- 
1:30am): Mr. Lucky (blues, 

boogie, R&B). 

EXPRESSIONZ CAFE, MARKET AND 
MEETING PLACE 9142-118 Ave., 
471-9125. FRI 8: Al Brandt with 
Bradford Pettigrew. SAT 9: Open Stage 
with Randall Walsh. FRI 15: Andy 
Northrup Trio. SAT 16: Open Stage 
with Randall Walsh. 


FLYBAR 10314-104 St., 421-0992. 
FRI 9 (6-9pm): The Dirty Hippies 
(blues, roots). No cover. 

THE GRINDER 10957 124 Street, 
453-1709. FRI 8-SAT 9 (9pm-l1am): 
Recollection Blues Band. No cover. 


LONGRIDER’S SALOON 11733-78 
St., 479-7400. SAT 9: Dance On: The 
Hootin’ Annies, The Chicken Snails 
Road Show, Grrr!, Svea and Storm, The 
Six Shooters. TIX: $7.50 @ door. TUE 
12: Brent Lee Band. $3 cover. WED 13: 
Brent Lee Band, Classic rock battle of 
the bands. THU 14: Brent Lee Band. 
FRI 15-SAT 16: Brent Lee Band. $4 
cover. 





















Bob Log Ill returns to the Rev this Wednesday to properly demonstrate the 
fine art of tit-clapping. The Tucson native brings his one-man band (including 
left hand, right hand, left leg and his infamous right leg) back to town hell- 
bent on proselytizing to the unsuspecting masses and converting them Taleo) 
blues/punk acolytes. Last time out, Mr. Log’s brand of self-described “titty- 
clapping, pool party rock ‘n’ roll” got himself kidnapped and driven to Jasper. 
This time, with Estrus Records’ the Immortal Lee County Killers in tow, the 
night promises to be a blues/punk tit-clap-a-thon extraordinaire. 





O’BYRNES 10616 Whyte Ave., 
414-6766. FRI 8-SAT 9 (9pm): My 
tg Ass. FRI 15-SAT 16 (9pm): 
Tarbaby. No cover. 


ROXY THEATRE Lobby, 10708-124 
Street, 453-2440. SUN 10: NeXtFest 
Closing Night: Paul Bromley, Proxyboy. 
FRI 15 (8pm door): The Almost Leather 
Band. CD release party. TIX: $10 adv. 
@ Southside Sound, Blackbyrd 
Myoozik. 


SECOND CUP 12336-102 Avenue, 
451-7574. Every FRI (8-11pm): 
Eclectic live music. FRI 8 (8-11pm): 
Bounce (jazz). 


SIDETRACK CAFE 10333-112 Street, 
421-1326. *Every SUN: Variety Night. 
THU 7 (9pm): Upshot (rock). $6 cover. 
FRI 8 (9pm): Syncrude NeXt 
Generation Arts Festival-NeXtFest 
Bands Around Town: The Hi-Phonigs, 
The Mike Park Band. $7 cover. SAT 9 
(9pm): The Nomads (‘50s, ‘60s 
R&B/pop). $8 cover. SUN 10 (8pm): 
Sunday Night Live Comedy Show: 
Matthew's Grin, DJ Dudeman. $5 
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cover. MON 11 (9pm): Haven, Knee 
Deep in Grass (hard rock). $5 cover. 
TUE 12 (9pm): Flannel Jimmy. $5 
cover. WED 13 (9pm): New Old Boys. 
$5 cover. THU 14 (9pm): Chris Brown 
and Kate Fenner w/ guest Paul Bellows. 
$8 cover. FRI 15 (9pm): Stony Plain 
Records 25th Anniversary Party with 
Tom Landa and The Paperboys. (Celtic 
bluegrass stompin’ pop). $10 cover, 
SAT 16 (9pm): Kit Kat Club. $8 cover. 
SUN 17 (8pm): Sunday Night Live: 
Rotting Fruit w/ Killer Comedy Show 
and DJ Dudeman. $5 cover. 


SPORTSMAN’S LOUNGE 8170-50 
St., 469-3399. SAT 9: Mr. Lucky (blues, 
boogie, R&B). FRI 15-SAT 16: 
Recollection Blues Band. 
SUGARBOWL CAFE AND BAR 
10922-88 Avenue, 433-8369. *Every 
FRI: Original live music. FRI 8: Terry 
Morrison. $3 cover. FRI 15: Chris 
Wynters. $4 cover. 
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IDAY. JUNE 15: 
To win one of three pairs of tickets, be one ofthe | 
first three people to call Vue Weekly on Thursday, 





June 7 at 426-1996, and tell Dave “Pass the kutchie!” 
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UPTOWN FOLK CLUB Queen Mary 
Park Community Hall, 10844-117 
Street, 463-3957. FRI 8: CJSR 
Fundraiser: Rob Heath, Thomas 
Slaymaker, Ron Taylor, The Twisted 
Pickers, Lonesome and Then Some, 
Down to the Wood, Pierian Spring, Lee 
Christopher Young, Gravel Road and 
Bob Jahrig. TIX: $10 adv., $12 @ door. 
Ady. tickets @ Blackbyrd Myoozik, 
Clea's Bookshop, Alfie Myhres Music. 


- CLASSICAL 


ALBERTA COLLEGE CONSERVATO- 
RY OF MUSIC Muttart Hall, 10050 
MacDonald Dr., 420-1757. SUN 10 
(2pm): Spectrum Concert Series. TIX: 
$15 adult, $10 senior/student @ TIX 
on the Square. 


ALL SAINTS CATHEDRAL 10035- 
103 St., 420-1757. SUN 10 (8pm): Da 
Camera presents Te Deum by Lully, The 

rogram includes English madrigals, 
Baw lenc’s Un Soir de Neige, and 
Schubert. TIX: $15, $10 students/sen- 
iors @ door , TIX on the square. 


IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
CHURCH 10830-96 St., 420-1757. 
SUN 10 (7:30pm): A Taste of Spring: 
Featuring Kokopelli Youth Choir with 
the Brailletones. TIX: $10 adult; $8 stu- 
dent/senior, $25 families @ TIX on trhe 
Square or @ door. 


MCDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 
10025-101 Street, 424-2787, 
420-1757. FRI 8 (8pm): The Old 
Strathcona Town Band, Fundraiser for 
repairs to the McDougall United 
Church. TIX: Donation. All proceeds 
go to McDougall United Church 
uilding fund. Tickets and info @ 
TIX on the Square. 


ROBERTSON-WESLEY UNITED 
CHURCH 10209-123 Street, 982- 
1730, 420-1757. SAT 9 (8pm): In 
Celebration-A Century Dawning: | Coristi 
Chamber Choir. Celebration and 
launch of | Coristi's first CD. TIX: $12 
adult, $10 student/senior @ TIX on the 
Square, @ door. 


SACRED HEART CHURCH 10821-96 
St., 420-1757. SUN 10 (2pm): A Taste 
of Spring: Featuring Kokopelli Youth 
Choir with the Brailletones. TIX: $10 
adult; $8 student/senior, $25-families 
@TIX on trhe Square or @ door. 


WINSPEAR CENTRE #4 Sir Winston 
Churchill Square, 99 Street, 102A 
Avenue, 428-1414, 420-1757. SAT 
16 (8pm): Richard Eaton Singers 
celebrates its 50th Anniversary with a 
aa performance of J.§ Bach's Mass in 
Minor. Dr. Leonard Ratzlaff 
(conductor), Linda Perillo (soprano), 
Matthew White (countertenor), John 
Tessier (tenor), Paul Grindlay (bass), 
Alberta Philharmonic Orchestra. TIX: 
$16-$31 @ Winspear Box Office, TIX 
on the Square. 














FOUR ROOMS RESTAURANT 102 
Avenue entrance, Edmonton Centre, 
426-4767. THU 7 pale Eric Weiden 
Trio. SAT 9 (9pm): Chris Andrew Trio. 
THU 14 (9pm): Craig Giacobbo Trio. 
SAT 16: lan and Fred of the Hi- 
Phonigs. 


JOHN L. HAAR THEATRE Grant 
MacEwan College, Jasper Place 
Campus, 420-1987. SUN 10 (2pm and 
8pm): The Edmonton Kiwanis Singers 
present the EKOS Block Party. Latin, 
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jazz, gospel, percussionists, a hot jazz 
quartet and choreography. TIX: $10 
adult, $8 senior/student @ TIX on the 
Square or @ door. 


YARDBIRD SUITE 11 Tommy Banks 
Way, 103 Street, 86 Avenue, 432- 
0428, 451-8000. *Every TUE: Jam 
session. *Every FRI: Non-smoking 
nights, FRI 8-SAT 9 (9pm): Jimmy 
"T99" Nelson. TIX: $11 member; $15 
uest. SUN 10 (7:30pm): Joe Lovano 
tenor sax), Judi Silvano (vocals), 
Johannes Weidenmueller (bass), 
Sandro Dominelli (drums). TIX: $26 
member, $30 guest. Tickets @ 
TicketMaster, @ door. 


ZENARI'S ON 1ST 10117-101 Street, 
425-6151. FRI 8 (8-midnight): Eric 
Weiden Trio. 


PIANO BARS 


THE LION'S HEAD PUB Coast 
Terrace Inn, 4440 Calgary Trail South, 
431-5815. THU 7-SAT 9: Dave Hiebert. 
MON 11-SAT 16: Tony Dizon. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES CAPILANO 
Capilano Mall, 5004-98 Avenue, 463- 
7788. THU 7-SAT 9: Bill Jackson. THU 
14-SAT 16: Tim Becker. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES DOWNTOWN 
Rice Howard Way, 10012-101A 

Avenue, 426-7784. THU 7-SAT 9: Tim 
Becker. MON 11-SAT 16: Sam August. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES WEM Bourbon 
Street, W.E.M., 444-1752. THU 7-SAT 
9: Shane Young. MON 11-SAT 16: 
Dave Hiebert. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES ON WHYTE 
10341-82 Avenue, 433-9676. *Every 
SUN (9pm-lam): Karaoke. THU 7-SAT 
9: Yves Lecroix. WED 13-SAT 16: 

Duff Robison. 


POP AND ROCK 


Also see VURB Weekly on page 34. 


BILLY BUD’S 9839 63 Ave., Argyll 
Road, 438-1148. SAT 9: Slim 
Whitman’s Nightmare 


CASINO EDMONTON 7055 Argyll 
Road, 463-9467. FRI 8-SAT 9: Allen 
Raymond Band. 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD 12464-153 
Street, 463-9467. THU 7-SAT 9: 
The Headlines. 


CENTURY GRILL 3975 Calgary Trail 
S., 431-0303. eEvery FRI and SAT 
(9pm): Rimshot. No cover. 


HORSESHU COCKTAIL CLUB 12536- 
137 Ave., 457-4000. FRI 8-SAT 9: 
Matthew's Grin. 


IRON HORSE 8101-103 Street, 438- 
1907. THU 14: Rotting Fruit. 


J.J.'S PUB 13160-118 Avenue, 451- 
9180. eEvery WED: Showcase night. 
FRI 8: Thexceptions. SAT 9: Esoteric 
Mind, Sun of Man (rock, meta!). WED 
13; Showcase Night featuring the 
Comedy Support Troupe. FRI 15: Lixx. 
SAT 16: Resonance, Lixx. 


THE JOINT ROCK ROOM W.E.M., 
8882-170 Street, 486-3013. THU 7: 
Nazareth. 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB 9221-34 
Avenue, 433-2599. THU 7: Stiff. FRI 8- 
SAT 9: Gods 'n' Monsters. THU 14: 
Knee Deep In Grass. FRI 15-SAT 16: 
Face First. SUN 17: Talent search 

and showcase. 


LION AND CROW PUB 367 St. 


Albert Trail, 460-8044. FRI 8-SAT 9 
(9pm-1am): Hoffman and Brown. 


POWER ROCK LOUNGE 82 St., 127 
Ave. SAT 9: Metal Show: Into Eternity, 


Dilesistarting This Weekend! 
Check out our great eclectic menu! 
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Necronaut, Bludgeon. $5 cover. 


RED'S WEM, 487-2066, 451-8000 
FRI 15 (7pm door; 9:30pm show): 
Inner Circle, One Fever (reggae). TIX: 
$14.95 adv. @ Red's and TicketMaster; 
$18.95 day of. SAT 16: The Travoltas 
(disco retro tribute band). $4 cover. 
SUN 17: Guitar Extravaganza. 


ROCK CENTRAL STATION Kingsway 
Inn, 10812 Kingsway Avenue, 479- 
4266. FRI 8-SAT 9: Kicks After Six. FRI 
15-SAT 16: Resilience. 


RUMOURS PUB 106-9006, 132 Ave., 
473-7410. FRI 8-SAT 9 (9pm-2am): 
Deep Six (classic rock). 


TIN PAN ALLEY 4304 Calgary Trail 
South, 702-2060. THU 7: Brett Miles 
Trio (jazz). FRI 8-SAT 9: Northwest 
Passage (Celtic). THU 14: Anna 
Beaumont (jazz). FRI 15-SAT 16: 
Mustard Smile. 


URBAN LOUNGE 8111-105 Street, 
439-3388. THU 7 (10pm): Carson 
Cole. $4 cover. FRI B-SAT 9 (10pm): 
Single Malt Blues Band. $5 cover. 
WED 13 (10pm): Sweet Alibi, Mi:5. 
$5 cover. THU 14 (10pm): Haven. 
$3 cover. FRI 15-SAT 16 (10pm): 
Crush. $5 cover. 


VOODOO LOUNGE 4635 Calgary 
Trail North, 433-0086. THU 7: 
Sugar Cane. 


WINSPEAR CENTRE #4 Sir Winston 
Churchill Square (99 Street, 102A 
Avenue). 428-1414. TUE 12: 
Rockapella. Benefit concert for the 
Alberta Lung Association. 


KARAOKE 
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Feeling peckish? 
(Geo)snome)a minus lace| 
check out one (or 
more) of the items 
on our new finger 
food & pizza 
menu! 









June 7-9: Shane Young 
June 11-16: Dave Hiebert 
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June 7-9: Bill Jackson 
dune 14-16: Tim Becker 
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Guttermouth stays Covered for a change 


Punk band probably 
won't repeat 
“indecent” stunt at 
Punk-O-Rama 
(/AYNE ARTHURSON 


uttermouth guitarist Derek 
G Davis got the good news a 
half-hour before our inter- 
view. “I just got the letter from your 
lovely government say- 
ing that we're cool, 
come on,” he says. 
“Cavity searches are 
always a possibility, but 
whatever. That’s what you get. 
That's punk rock.” 

Guttermouth are kind of person- 
ae non gratae to Canadian authori- 
ties as a result of an infamous 1998 
incident during a performance in 
that most innocuous of Canadian 
cities, Saskatoon. Most everybody 
knows the story—it made headlines 
in all the major papers—but let’s 
recap anyway. 

During the Sno-Jam tour of 
1998, lead singer Mark Adkins per- 
formed “the disappearing penis 
trick,” which involves him tucking 
his genitals between his upper 
thighs. (To see a version of this trick, 
rent Silence of the Lambs or check out 
a back issue of Saturday Night for a 
photo of the Barenaked Ladies doing 
the same thing.) Adkins was charged 
with “committing an indecent act” 





by Saskatoon police and got tossed 
out of the country. The charges were 
later dropped because the Crown 
could not prove the act was of a sex- 
ual nature. Guttermouth has per- 
formed in Canada a couple times 
since then, but their headlining gig 
with the Punk-O-Rama tour is their 
first major western Canadian stint. 
(Not surprisingly, there is no Punk- 
O-Rama date slotted for Saskatoon.) 
“People can expect the same 
kind of stuff from Guttermouth, lots 
of energy,” says Davis, 
who claims the 
band has mellowed 
slightly since their 
brush with the authori- 
ties. “I think in the Bible Belt, Mark 
will keep his pants on, but other 
than that the shows are the same 
and what we rely on are the ener- 
getic crowds. Since jail time and not 
being able to play venues and such, 
the band’s kind of... Well, there’s 
always ways to make people laugh 
and go with the flow of the show. 
When the Saskatoon thing hap- 
pened, that was just going with the 
flow of the show. It’s not something 
we plan and it doesn’t happen every 
night. Typically, Mark is not as 
fucked up [read: drunk] as he used 
to be when he gets up there. He 
saves it for after.” 


Emigrating from Holland 


In 1999, Guttermouth finished 
their contract with their original 


label, Nitro, and instead of simply 
releasing another album on Dexter 
Holland’s label, Adkins, Davis and 
the other members of the band— 
guitarist Scott Sheldon, bassist Jamie 
Nunn and drummer Tyler Smith— 
made the jump to the biggest punk 
label on the planet, Epitaph. “After 
our contract was over with Nitro, 
Epitaph was calling us and we 
answered the phone,” Davis says. 
“It’s a change of pace, some new 
blood and better international 
opportunities. What we want to do 
is keep going as long as we're build- 
ing. We'd get tired of it a lot quicker 
if we got fewer people going to the 
show and if there was less of a vibe. 
But as long as it’s building, we’re 
totally into it. And that’s one of the 
reasons we went with Epitaph: to 
continue with the building of the 
band. It wasn’t as clean because of 
Dexter’s past relationship with Epi- 
taph. He wasn’t that upset about us 
leaving his label, but he was a little 
bit weird about us going to Epitaph. 
But it was nothing major. We’re all 
still friends.” 

The first Guttermouth release on 
Epitaph is Covered With Ants and it’s 
what you’d expect from the band— 
humour from a bunch of suburban 
louts who refuse to grow up. On one 
song, “I Won’t See You in the Pit,” 
they take a potshot at punkers who 
feel punk rock must make a political 
statement by singing, “You can sing 
about change but what's the point?” 


Keep your pants on this time, boys: Guttermouth 


The personnel is 
apolitical 


“One thing that bugs Mark,” Davis 
says, “is when people try to make a 
political or social point during 
music. The basic philosophy of the 
band is to enjoy music and leave 
with it an enjoyment, not depres- 
sion or an emotion that makes you 
worry about changing the world.” 
But isn’t that a pretty political 
message for a band that claims to 
avoid making political messages? 





“When you tweak it around like 
that, it is a message,” Davis admits, 
“but it basically means that we want 
people to enjoy music right there 
watching a band and not think 
about changing the world. You 
worry about changing the world at 
home by doing your donations or 
helping and volunteering.” © 
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Party Crasher 


The griffin is coming. Esteemed British 
superclub Gatecrasher is bringing its 
annual touring dance circus to Edmon- 
ton next month. This will be the first 
time the club has hosted a night here 
in our town. Friday, July 13 should 
prove to be a great day for our party 
_ scene as Gatecrasher brings its road 
show to Red’s. The doors will open at 
9 p.m. and won't close until 5 a.m.. 
The main room will feature Ameri- 
; 


: By DAVE JOHNSTON 


can trance queen Sandra Collins, British 
nutjob Jon Pleased Wimmin and former 
Home resident Stuart Rowell as well as 
local spinner Greg Wynn (a.k.a. Latti- 
tude). The second room will spotlight 
local talent, including Spilt Milk, David 
Stone, Slav and Charlie Mayhem. 
Along with London's Ministry of 
_ Sound, Gatecrasher has become more 
than just a club in the city of Sheffield, 
_ England. It’s a global brand name, 
» spawning countless compilations, festi- 
' vals and special events around the world. 
Among the top-flight talent who have 
called Gatecrasher home are people like 
Paul Van Dyk, Judge Jules, Paul Oaken- 
fold, Sasha, Pete Tong, Tiesto and Tall 
Paul. Even Canadian jock Max Graham 
recently began a monthly residency. 


VUE WEEKLY ¢ JUNE 7- JUNE 13, 2001 ° BT 








Gatecrasher has been considered by 
many in the UK clubbing scene as 
ground zero for the rise of progressive 
trance. Every week, thousands of people 
line-up to enter the legendary venue, 
including a colourful, hardcore following 
known as ‘Crasher Kids—direct fore- 
bearers of the candy raver movement in 
the North American scene. 

Tickets for Gatecrasher Edmonton 
go on sale this weekend. There will be a 
limited number of early-bird tickets 
available for $20 at Feroshus Edmon- 
ton. If you miss out, you can always 
pony up $28 when you drop into Fer- 
oshus Edmonton, Divine, Underground, 
Soular or Red’s. You can also order 
through Ticketmaster at 451-8000. 

Also, if you’re looking for a free 
trip to Ibiza this summer, head down 
to Lush tonight (Thursday) and check 
out the first of several Jet to Ibiza par- 
ties sponsored by Aphex. You'll be 
able to suck up the beats of Toronto’s 
Stretch and Hooker, the power- 
house duo behind Lifeforce Produc- 
tions and the famous Turbo nightclub. 

On Monday, you can chill at the 
Rev and enjoy the west coast under- 
groud hip hop of Los Angeles freestyler 
Aceyalone. And prepare yourself for 
the DMC Edmonton Eliminations 
at Parliament on Saturday June 16. If 
you know what a transformer or a crab 
scratch is, then pick up a $10 ticket at 
Foosh, DV8 Records, Colourblind or 
Farside. Better yet, snag an entry form 
and see if you've got the skills. 


Will the real doctor 
please stand up? 


A few Calgary promoters are seeing 
red after it was revealed last week that 


a legendary British Dj scheduled to 
appear wasn’t everything he said he 
was. In fact, he wasn’t even close. 

It has been revealed that an 
impostor posing as Dr. Alex 
Paterson of the Orb has been play- 
ing shows throughout Canada. The 
faux doctor was scheduled to play at 
the Warehouse in Calgary last week, 
but event organizers were tipped off 
after another promoter, Keith Rubuliak 
of Def Star Productions, inquired 
about the legitimacy of the performer. 
According to a report in the Calgary 
Herald, Rubuliak had been trying to 
bring the Orb to Cowtown for some 
time and when he discovered that 
Patterson was appearing in Calgary he 
called Steve Goodgold of Chaotica, 
the Orb’s North American publicist. 

“| found it funny that | wouldn’t 
have gotten the call,” Rubuliak told 
the Herald. “I've had a long-standing 
relationship with [Chaotica].” 

Goodgold was stunned upon 
hearing the news and contacted Pat- 
terson at home in England. The artist 
happened to be having dinner at the 
time of Goodgold’s call, according to 
the Herald. 

“There's a full-on human impostor 
travelling Canada,” Goodgold told the 
Herald. “Any money he’s earning isn’t 
his because he’s going under the pre- 
tense that he’s someone.” 

The Warehouse pulled all the flyers 
for the event and began the hunt for 
the impostor, The fake D} had already 
spun in Toronto and Victoria but failed 
to appear at a Vancouver stop once pro- 
moters there cornered the con artist in 
his hotel room and demanded a refund. 
The pretender then vanished and as of 
press time remained at large. O 
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Tomorrow never dies 


Alt-country Cash 
Brothers sort out 
their tangled 
discography 


By DAN RUBINSTEIN 


ix months ago, before the Cash 
Sree: made their first 
Edmonton appearance as an 
acoustic duo, Andrew Cash told me 
about the newly-minted 
sibling act’s long- 
term aspirations. 
Raceway, the home- 
grown 1999 debut disc 
recorded by former Toronto indie 
standout Andrew and ex-Skydigger 
frontman Peter, was catching the ears 
of North American critics and land- 
ing the boys gigs as faraway as 
Europe. They had a second release, 
Phonebooth Tornado, set to hit the 
streets. And they were hoping to sign 
some sort of record deal to secure 
more exposure. Andrew said he 
could see himself making music with 
his brother for the rest of his life. 

So when the Cash Brothers were 
booked to return to the Rev and I 
saw that their new album, How Was 
Tomorrow, included many of the 
same solid country-tinged rock 
songs that appeared on Raceway, I 
was puzzled. Throw in the fact that 
I’ve heard nothing about Phone- 
booth Tornado since talking to 
Andrew last fall and my confusion 


SFX and the SFX Jogo are service marks o| 
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only intensified. On the phone 
from Vancouver, however, Peter is 
quick to learn me the story, 
although he eventually confesses 
that he’s “a little shaky” on the 
timeline himself. 

“A few thousand copies of Race- 
way had been sold in Canada, not a 
lot in the U.S. and a few off our web- 
site in Europe,” he explains. “So we 
thought not a lot of people knew the 
record.” They decided, therefore, 
after cutting a deal with Rounder 

Records to release a 

reworked version of 

Raceway south of 

the border, to 

“update” the album for 

a wider Canadian release. How Was 

Tomorrow, on shelves this week, fea- 

tures eight tracks from Raceway 

(including heartfelt blends of poetry 

and delivery like “Nebraska”), three 

new songs and four bonus numbers, 

recorded with help from friends like 

Hawksley Workman. “When we 

released How Was Tomorrow,” Peter 

says, “we were surprised how many 

people wanted to talk about Raceway. 
It caught us a little off-guard.” 

But what about Phonebooth Torna- 
do? It was released on schedule, says 
Peter. But it was done independently, 
which explains why the project slid 
by so quietly—we’ve yet to see a 
copy at Vue—and why the Cash 
Brothers sought somebody to help 
out with distribution and marketing. 
Signing with a label isn’t always 
about big bucks and fame; some- 





The Cash Brothers aren't in it for the money 


times it’s just a way to get heard. 
“There's a big difference,” says Peter, 
“between putting out an indie record 
and going through a label.” 


A better Tomorrow 


Hopefully, then, How Was Tomorrow 
will introduce more Canadians (and 
Americans and Europeans) to the 
smart amalgam of rock, country and 
pop that is the Cash Brothers. With 
Andrew’s urban poise and Peter’s 
rootsy touch, their music is a wel- 
come belch of honesty in a sea of 
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alt-country wannabes trying to ride 
the genre’s wave. Not that they're 
all acoustic guitar and mournfu! 
pedal steel. On this tour, actually, 
they’re travelling (in their brand 
new van!) as a five-piece band. “We 
definitely like to rock out,” says 
Peter, “and we rock out more live 
than on the record.” 

That ability will help at the Rev 
Last time the Cash Brothers played 
the club, it was just two guys and 
their guitars. “It was a little weird 
being in there,” Peter says about 
playing a venue which generally 
hosts harder metal and punk acts, or 
at least loud roots-rockers like the 
Skydiggers. “There’s a disco down- 
Stairs, right? You could hear it. But 
Andrew was making some good 
jokes, so it was okay.” 

And the Cash Brothers are doing 
okay as a sibling collaborators, too 
Despite separate, individually suc- 
cessful careers, they didn’t begin 
playing music together until four 
years ago. But no buried family bag- 
gage has brought them down 
“Things are going how we wanted," 
says Peter. “It’s slow going, but we're 
meeting our objectives. It’s not easy 
to get a record deal these days, but 
we're back at it.” 


Supervisory capacity 


Things are going so well, in fact, that 
Peter has been able to slide away 
from his day job supervising the 
shipping and receiving floor at 4 
Toronto film equipment compan) 
(“supervising a bunch of crazy 
teens,” he says) for a couple months 
of touring. He can go back if he 
wants, however, and he just might 
“The songs I write,” he says, “they're 
taken from what I go through and 
what I see other people go through. 
There's a lot of different kinds of 
people at this place. I get a lot of 
ideas from them—and from getting 
up and working every day. My shift 
started at 7 a.m., so I had to get UP 
by 5:30 a.m. I’ve gone from that to 
going to sleep at 5:30.” 0 


The Cash Brothers 


“With Brian Toogood « The Rev * 
Mon, June 11 








A phoenix rising from Ash 


How Keoki's 
roommate 

Daniel Ash saved 
the DJ's life 


By DAVE JOHNSTON 


ike any great living legend, 

Keoki is a work in progress. 

He’s been accepted into the 
esteemed Lee Strasberg Theatre 
Institute to study voice and dance 
but holds no illusions about becom- 
ing a great stage actor. It’s a matter 
of self-improvement, 
he says. He’s also 
taken up astrology 
to provide some 
guidance in his life and 
he’s since become a strong believer 
in cosmic forces. 

“At least since I stopped doing 
dope,” he laughs cannily. “I feel that 
my intuition is stronger.” 

Drugs have fueled the Keoki 
mystique ever since he emerged 
from the New York “club kid” scene 
of the early ‘90s. The entire subcul- 
ture he fell into when he moved to 
the Big Apple as a youth was driven 
by hedonism, hard beats and nar- 
cotics, all of which Keoki embraced. 
He became Superstar DJ Keoki, an 
outrageous icon of North American 
dance culture, louder and brasher 
than all the rest. 

Then Keoki noticed that the 
reality he had created for himself 
was crumbling to bits. He had fallen 
too far into his role as a legend, risk- 
ing his own life in the process. If 
Keoki couldn’t hold it together, 
then how could his Superstar DJ 
alterego manage it? 


Just say nope 


“Tt hit me that I wasn’t getting 
knowledge from anywhere else,” he 
says flatly. “I wasn’t meditating. I 
wasn't reaching out to my cosmic 
torces. I was only reaching into 
drugs. I don’t regret anything—I 
learned a lot from it—but I can hon- 
estly say to people that [taking 
drugs] wasn’t the best thing to do.” 

In the words of Strasberg, out of 
work done in quietness comes little 
by little a greater thing, and now 
Keoki is prepared to reassume his 
place on the dance culture stage. 
Jealousy, his first album since his 
1997 work Ego-Trip, is ambitious 
and threatening, but Keoki’s energy 
is focussed. It’s probably the most 
realistic reflection of himself that 
he's ever created. 

“My life has been like a roller 
Coaster,” he says. “I love roller coast- 
ers, but I don’t like to live in a 
Prison of memories. I had to take 
What happened, sit in a studio and 
work it out.” 

Keoki began writing much of the 
material for Jealousy, like “Real 
World” and “Kiss Kiss Bang Bang,” 
while he was beginning to battle his 
drug addiction. “A lot of that stuff 
Was depressing and sad, really sad,” 
he says. “But I recorded everything 
Sober and the rest of the songs that I 
wrote in the studio came out really 





positive. I think it had a lot to do 
with my new attitude.” 


Keoki’s addiction 


A key figure in Keoki’s rise from the 
throes of drug addiction was Daniel 
Ash (Love and Rockets, Bauhaus). 
They met after Ash commissioned the 
DJ to remix a track. “Daniel and J are 
both motorcycle enthusiasts,” he 
explains. “So Danny went out with me 
to get a new Harley Davidson, then we 
moved in together as roommates.” 

They lived together for a year and 
a half at Malibu Lake in California, 
riding motorcycles and 
jamming song ideas. 
The new album’s 
title track is fruit of 
that time, featuring Ash 
on guitar and background vocals. “He 
was getting over his girlfriend, I was 
getting over my drug friend,” he 
recalls the time with Ash with a 
laugh. “He’s been through it all and 
there were no condescending tones.” 
Keoki switches briefly to an English 
accent: “‘You don’t need any of that, 
Keeokeee. Drugs are tack-ee.’” 

He laughs and continues. “It was 
magic. That was where I needed to 
be. He’s a Leo and he’s the brightest 
star in the heavens. The guy’s got no 
ego and he loves to perform. He’s a 
loner—he doesn’t have any baggage, 
if you know what I mean. He taught 
me how to let go of things that 
weren't necessary and to get rid of 
the ego. He taught me how to be 
humble. He taught me how to be a 
poet and be notorious—it’s not 
important about what people say, as 
long as you do something you love. 
With him, I felt like I was 15 again.” 


Accentuate the positive 


Keoki believes that what really 
saved him was the faith in the good 
in everyone. “Even when I was 
using drugs, I didn’t fall into the 
negative of everything. I didn’t die, 
for one thing.” 

The past does creep up from 
time to time, as if to remind him of 
where he’s been. At the behest of 
Moonshine honcho Steven Levy, 
Keoki included a cover of Frankie 
Goes to Hollywood's hit “Relax” on 
Jealousy. “We always talk about our 
favourite songs,” the DJ explains. “It 
came up that we both loved ‘Born 
to Be Alive’ and ‘Relax.’ I started 
singing the song and I hit the notes. 
Steven couldn't believe it. I hit the 
note, so he wanted me to record it. I 
was scared to do it, really—it was 
really a challenge, because it’s such 
a great song as it is.” 

The subject of Disco Bloodbath, 
meanwhile, elicits a hollow laugh 
from the DJ. The book, written by 
former New York club denizen 
James St. James, tells the tale sur- 
rounding the 1996 murder of drug 
dealer Angel Melendez by Michael 
Alig, an old acquaintance of Keoki’s 
from his Disco 2000 days. While 
Keoki stresses that he sees St. James 
as a “brilliant writer,” he condemns 
the book as “a lot of bullshit.” 

He laughs. “He had a crush on 
me and I threw him in a pool of 
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: DJ Superstar, that is what you are 


water. He’s a great writer, but he’s 
still using drugs and doing all the 
nonsense things.” 

Like St. James, Keoki escaped 
New York and survived. “I was 
always on my own. I wasn’t in love 
with anything at the time except 
myself and the drugs, and I moved 
to New York to be at the centre of 
the world. I got myself into trouble, 


NIK 


so it was up to me to get myself out 
of it. I got out of there by the skin of 
my teeth. Friends died. Friends went 
to jail. I came out of it.” © 


Viva Las Vegas 

featuring Superstar DJ Keoki 
Sat, June 9 © for venue details, 
visit www.nexustribe.com 
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CATCH THE BEAT 
Spilt Milk 
House/breakheat 
Saturdays 

4PM - 6PM 


FREQUENCY 
DJ Deluxx 


House/techno 
Saturdays 
6PM -8PM 


rec SWING 
Reggae/calypso 
Saturdays 


8PM - 10PM 


THE BLACK 
EXPERIENCE 

IN SOUND 

Teddy 
HipHop/R&B/Funk 
Saturdays 

10PM - Midnight 


URBAN HANG SUITE 
SonnyGrimezz 
Saray hts 

ig 
12AM-3AM 


SMOOTH 
Tina Sparkle 
Enzyme 


Jungle/D nB 
ThursdayMornings 
3AM - 6AM 


TECHNOLOGICAL 


Neal K 
iemabrrteene 
lednesdayMornin 
TAM - 3AM : 
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COLOUM.« BLIND 


SS) FD) SAAN i GS AN it 
Wielal—mcligm comm n@)ial 
STORE-WIDE SALE 


June 11th to 24th 








ANSAZI—10525 Jasper Avenue, 
423-3232 ¢ THU: Point 5, with D) 
Zohar & weekly guests ¢ FRI: Pour La 
Femmes, with DJ Zohar, D-licious & 
weekly guests * SAT: Swirl, with DJ 
Zohar * SUN: R-House with DJ Zohar, 
D-Licious, Topaz, Dr Yvo & guests 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR—10324 
Whyte Ave ¢« WED: The Forum, with 
Robert Alan and Dj Calus * THU: Fresh 
‘n’ Funky, house with resident D] 
Deluxx and guests ¢ FRI: Pilot Episode, 
with Sekshon and Tripswitch and 
guests ¢ SAT: Bustin’ Chops, with DJ 
Tanner, the Megaforce crew and 
weekly guests * THU JUN 21: Base- 
ment Jaxx Rooty CD Release Party, 
With David Stone and Dj Deluxx 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE—10425 
Whyte Ave, 439-1082 © TUE: Digi- 
tal Underdog, hip hop with Sonny 
Grimezz, C-Sekshun, and Megaforce ¢ 
SUN: What The Hell, downtempo 
beats with DJ Tryptomene 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB—10815 
Jasper Avenue, 425-0850 « THU: 
Element, with DJ Christopher and 
weekly guests—JUN 23: Subterrean 
Sessions, with Fever (Calgary) vs. 
Karizma (Calgary), Phatcat, Degree, 
Ghetto FX, Jaymejay, Split milk, Kool 
Hand Luc, Skoolee Lt. Irie « FRI: Sum- 
mer Heat!, with DJ Phantom (Vancou- 
ver), DJ Invinceable ¢ SAT: guest Djs « 
SUN: DJ Phantom, Dj Invinceable 


CRISTAL LOUNGE—10336 Jasper 
Ave, info 426-7521 © FRI: Dj Alex « 
Sat: Red Hot Saturdays, with DJ Beat 
Matrix (Calgary) 


EVAR AFTER—10148-105 St. (late 
night/after hours) * THU: Rewind 
with Slav and guests ¢ FRI: Bounce, 
Thunder Dave, Ikaro and James Gre- 
gory * SAT: Wil Danger, Donovan, 
Juicy and Tomek ¢ JUN 16: Electropo- 
lis, with Kultcha(Vancouver), Exodus 
(Vancouver), Duc- C (Calgary), Wil 
Danger, Protege, Donovan, Mr. 


eekly 


Anderson, Bounce, Ryan Mason, Ikaro, 
Thunder Dave, James Gregory, Antho- 
ny Donohue, MC Flowpro, & more 


THE GALLERY—10018-105 St 
(late night/after hours) ¢ FRI: Pro- 
tege, Andy Morgan, Donovan, Charlie 
Mayhem, guests ¢ SAT: James Grego- 
ry, Crunchee, Jay MacNabb, Ikaro, 
Thunder Dave 


HALO—10538-Jasper Ave, 423- 
HALO « THU: Soul What?, with Tan- 
ner and Echo e FRI: For Those Who 
Know..., with Ryan Mason and DJ 
Ameretto * SAT: How Sweet It Is, 
with Junior Brown and special 
guests ¢ SUN: As Good As It Gets, 
with DJ Deluxx 


IRON HORSE—8101-103 St, 438- 
1907 © FRI: Alix DJ * SAT: DJ Funshine 
aka That’s The Guy On TY, Isn’t It? 


LIFE—10089 Jasper Ave, 425 
8787 « SAT: Darkson Tribe Presents 
Hip Hop & R&B ¢ SUN: Breakfast at 
Tiffany's, with Tiff-Slip, LP, Protege, 
James Gregory 


LUSH/THE REV-10030A-102 St., 
424-2851 * WED: Main-The Classic, 
retro with DJ Loki; Velvet-progressive 
house with Ariel & Roel ¢ THU: Trade- 
mark, tech house with residents Tryp- 
tomene and Spilt Milk, with weekly 
guests—JUN 7: Jet to Ibiza with Strech 
and Hooker (Toronto) and Julian Liber- 
ator (UK) ¢ FRI: Main-Fluid, with the 
Happy Bastards and guests; Velvet-D} 
Blue Jay * SAT: Turbo, progressive 
trance and house with alternating resi- 
dents and guests—JUN 2: Nicky 
Miago, Ariel & Roel, Waterboy; Velvet: 
Forties ‘n’ Nines, with Rerun and Sun- 
dog * SUN: Sunday School, with 
Anthony Donohue, Donovan, Wil 
Danger, Ikaro, LP, Tory P, Dave Their- 
man and Bobby Torpedo * MON JUN 
11: Aceyalone (Los Angeles) 


NEW CITY COMPOUND—10167- 
112 St., 413-4578 * MON: 


Lounge—80s Metal, with DJ Reg 
Dawn « TUE: Lounge—Tag Tears 
WED: Suburbs—Punchdrunk, mixed 
with DJ Squirrelly B and Johnny 
Soule * THU: Suburbs—xxxcja.. 
sicXXX, classic altrock with nikrofeelya 
FRI: Cherry (pop retro techno) « SAT 
Saturdays Suck, rock with Djs Blue Jay 
and Schizo * SUN: SChocolate sun: 
daes, w/Kool Hand Luc, Remo 
Williams and guests 
PARLIAMENT—10551 Whyte Ave 
¢ TUES: Anthem, jungle with Dj Cel- 
cius and guests—* THU: Shake with 
Solo, Geoffrey J and Styles ang 
guests—JUN 7: Freaky Flow and MC 
Flipside (Toronto), JUN 14: Scott 
Hardkiss (San Francisco) FRI: Fevah 
hip hop and R&B with Djs Ice & 
Qwake ® SAT: Progressive Club Cu- 
ture Narrated by Cary Chang 


RED’S—Phase 3, West Edmonton 
Mall ¢ SUN JUN 24: DJ Rap (UK) with 
Tommy Ilifingas (Toronto) and Celcius 


SUBLIME (late night/after 
hours)-10147-104 St., Bsmt. 
905-8024 ¢ FRI: aka Vaas, Mr. Row- 
ley, Tristan * SAT: Manny Mulatto and 
Locks Garant, Solo, Ryan Mason and 
Lickety Split 


SUGARBOWL—10936-88 Ave 
SAT: The Missing Chapters, with Dr 
Durant and Cicero 


THERAPY (late night/after 
hours)-10028-102 Street (alley 
entrance), info 903-7666 ° FRI 
Upstairs—Greg Wynn, Cool Hand Luc, 
Tripswitch, LP; Bunker—Tryptomene 
Gundam ® SAT: Upstairs—Sweets, Pro- 
gram, Bobby Torpedo, Dragon; 
Bunker—Alias, Saki and Spanky, 
Anthony Donahue 


VIVA LAS VEGAS—see 
www.nexustribe.com for details 
© SAT JUN 9: Superstar DJ Keoki (Los 
Angeles), Cajmere aka Green Velvet 
(Chicago), Taylor (Los Angeles), Deko 
Ze, Trek E, HiPhonics(live), Emotion, 
Nicky Miago, Jeffree, Tryptomene, 
Cary Chang, Ariel & Roel, Tripswitch, 
Spilt Milk, Sync and Lady J (live) plus 
many more 
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RADIOHEAD AMNESIAC 

(PARLOPHONE/EMI) 
There was once a time when Radio- 
head was arguably the greatest rock 
band in the world. After the release of 
last year’s Kid A, they became the 
most iconoclastic band in the world— 
and possibly the most derided. The 
albums cold, mournful tone alienated 
all but the band’s most ardent fans, 
who savoured its avant-garde lean- 
ings. Some critics charged that the 
disc spelled commercial suicide if the 
band failed to follow it up with anoth- 
er OK Computer. 

Thom Yorke and his friends have 
responded to the barbs and arrows 
with Amnesiac, a collection of tracks 
recorded simultaneously with Kid A. 
The message is loud and clear this 
time, folks—“I’m a reasonable 
man/get off my case,” Yorke warbles 
on the clanking opening track, “Packt 
Like Sardines in a Crushd Tin Box.” 
From there, Amnesiac battles with 
itself, shifting from the orchestral 
grandeur of “Pyramid Song” to the 
jarring, understated funk of “Pulk/Pull 
Revolving Doors.” You could say that 
Amnesiac is a slide-show assembled by 
a confused mind, shuttling between 
ideas and images like a drowning man 
watching his life flash before his eyes. 

The closest things to an honest 
rock song this time out are “I Might 
Be Wrong,” which is propelled by its 
jerky guitar riff, and the stellar “Knives 
Out,” where Yorke cries out into the 
darkness, declaring, “I’m not coming 
back.” Otherwise, the band seems to 


| be revelling in their rejection of the 


Pop song form that secured their for- 
tunes only a few years ago. 

Nowhere is this clearer than on 
the closing track, “Life in a 
Glasshouse,” which Pairs Yorke with 
trumpeter Humphrey Lyttelton and a 
gang of jazz musicians. It’s a New 
Orleans-style funeral march, as if the 
band were carrying the corpses of 
their former selves to the graveyard, 
celebrating every somber step of the 
way, ignoring the cold stares of their 
detractors. “Well of course I'd like to 
sit around and chat,” Yorke sings, 

But someone's listening in.” 

Simply stated, Amnesiac is an 
album made for intense personal 
exploration and reflection, a place in 
which the listener can disappear com- 
pletely for a little while. Just as the 
album liner notes advise, store this disc 
away from direct sunlight, preferably 
'n a dark drawer with your secrets. 


_ Enjoy its shadowy Pleasures for years 


to come: se Yese te — Dave JOHNSTON: » 


Jan Simmonps ReTuaw To X (K7) 
lan Simmonds has seen his career 
morph from early ‘90s acid-jazz pio- 
neer (from his work in the Sandals) to 
modern master of the breakbeat. 

While there is definitely more of 
an ambient touch to Return to X 
(including the lush keyboard sound- 
scapes of “Fathom’s Down”), Sim- 
monds only uses electronics as one 
ingredient of the disc's larger, more 
orchestral feel. “Alvin’s Blues” is a 
wonderfully-understated downtempo 
piece that’s more suited to a smoky 
basement jazz club than a glowstick- 
filled dance floor. The beats of “Ocean 
Hill,” meanwhile, owe something to 
African tribal drumming. 

With instruments and efx ranging 
from flute to clavinet on display, Sim- 
monds gives his jazzy melodies a 
Baroque overlay, and that means a lot 
for the listener to keep track of— 
sometimes it’s all a bit hard to keep up 
with. But it is an interesting, never- 
dull effort; with so many artists trying 
to push the envelope on the electron- 
ic side of things, Simmonds wants his 
brand of dance music to remain 
organic while still appealing to the 
technocrats. So far, so good. 


Fee Hr te, —STEVEN SANDOR 


Bran Van 3000 Discosis 
(GRAND RoyAt/VirGIN) 
If music can be called a disease, then 
the particular strain concocted by 
Montreal-based collective Bran Van 
3000 is a chameleon. Discosis crawls 
into your system, infects your booty 
and brings on a fever that can’t be 
extinguished. This virus brings you to 
your knees, then shifts gears and 
forces you back to your bloody feet. 
Like the group'‘s 1997 debut, Glee, 
Bran Van 3000's return to the studio is 
an innovative pastiche of musical 
styles that will only infuriate the snobs 
among us who don’t know what it 
feels like to be happy. All credit is due 
to ringmaster James Di Salvio, a film- 
maker-turned-D] who has pieced 
together an impressive roster of col- 
laborators and elevated the mixed- 
tape concept to magical heights. 
Directed under the capable hands 
of producer Ric Ocasek and Di Salvio, 
Discosis is a mishmash of disco, funk, 
epic rock, folk and hip hop that is nev- 
ertheless strangely cohesive. Begin- 
ning with the elevating “Astounded,” 
which features the voice of the late 
soul master Curtis Mayfield, the album 
navigates through a modern bohemia. 
Old school rappers like Big Daddy 
Kane flow rhymes over house beats by 
Dimitri From Paris (“Discosis”), while 
actresses like Liane Balaban (of New 
Waterford Girl fame) trade verses with 
dance freaks like Momus (“More 
Shopping”). On “Stepchild,” qawwali 
singer Badar Ali Khan duels with a 
wailing guitar solo, while Senegalese 
vocalist Youssou N’dour crosses the 
Atlantic with the complementary 
tracks “Montreal” and “Senegal.” 
Like Di Salvio’s hometown of 
Montreal, Discosis is a thoroughly cos- 
mopolitan experience. Thoughtful, 
textured and provocative, this is an 


album worth getting feverish over. 
Feo te Hk —Dave JoHNsTON 


UseLess ID Bap Story, 
Happy Enoine (Kune Fu) 
When you think of your punk 
hotbeds, places like London, New 
York and Orange County come to 
mind, not Israel. So | was pretty 
intrigued by Useless ID; would all the 
tragedy that’s currently going on in 
their homeland fuel a charged, angst- 

ridden style of punk? 

After listening to Bad Story, Happy 
Ending, | can only offer one simple 
conclusion: Israeli punks must like 
their music played in the disposable, 
modern California pseudo-rock-star 
style. Like far too many modern punk 
efforts, this disc is nothing more than 
a collection of tired songs about how 
much life has sucked since the girl- 
friend walked away. 

There are no unforgettable 
anthems here and none of that old 
school, punk rock sensibility of taking 
a bad situation and mythologizing it 
in song. Don’t buy this disc hoping for 
an Israeli answer to “Guns of Brixton” 
or “God Save the Queen.” Coming 
from a land with such a troubled his- 
tory as Israel, | was hoping that Use- 
less ID would have a lot more to say. 
Perhaps the album is the victim of my 
own high expectations. But even 
approached as just another punk 
record, it works—and does little more. 
Fete ¥ —Steven SANDOR 


MattHew Goop Band 

Loser AnTHems (UNIVERSAL) 

If the factory motif on the sleeve of 
this collection of B-sides and rarities is 
any indication, the Matthew Good 
Band must be feeling like a cog in a 
great industrial monster. While fans 
eagerly await the group’s follow-up to 
Beautiful Midnight—it's entitled The 
Audio of Being and is due out this fall, 
by the way—this clever little package 
might soothe the ache. 

While much of the material is 
unremarkable, Loser Anthems never- 
theless contains some uncharacteristic 
moments for Good, who is known for 
his explosive manner both on- and 
offstage. “Flight Recorder From Viking 
7,” featuring guest vocalist Sarah 
McLachlan, is a haunting dirge that 
sounds as though it’s being transmit- 
ted from deep space, while “Flash- 
dance II” sounds like a seedy ode to a 
stripper, or possibly just a desperate 
justification of throwing away a life 
just to make a few extra bucks. 

The finest number here is “The 
Fine Art of Falling Apart”, which puts 
Good all alone in front of a micro- 
phone with his acoustic guitar. 
Armed with nothing but his voice 
and a few chords, like the good old 


_ days before he discovered amplifica- 


tion, Good screams like a wounded 
animal caught in a trap and the result 
sounds oddly refreshing. The album 
is a limited edition—only 35,000 
copies will be made—which means 
that while it’s definitely a must-have 
for fans, it may be nothing more 
than a curio for everyone else. 


Yee te —Dave JouNstTon 
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monday june 11 


THE CASH 
BROTHERS 


with special guests 


AARON BOOTH (CALGARY) 
AND BRIAN TOOGOOD 








NEXTFEST 2001 PRESENTS 


ui) OLD RELIABLE 


=¥4| JOIN FORD 
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CD RELEASE PARTY WITH GUESTS FROM BC 


WISHING WELL 


JUNE RON HAWKINS 


THE RUSTY NAILS 


(ex-nine miles to morgan, 
from calgary) 


the long run 
the trophy wives & a priori 


WVU _ SUBURB SsS_OrmRG 
THE PATIO Is NOW OPEN!! 
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A perro eat perro mundo 


Amores Perros: 
three intertwined 
tails from 

Mexico City 


By JOSEF BRAUN 


et within a series of clandes- 
Ss: pockets in Mexico’s end- 

lessly sprawling capital, 
saturated with blood, sweat, saliva 
and filth, and centered 
around a nerve-rat- 
tling fatal car 
crash, Mexican 
director Alejandro 
Gonzalez Inarritu’s Amores Perros 
(a.k.a. Love’s a Bitch) burns with a 
gamut of incendiary emotions and 
rocks with a kind of animalistic vio- 
lence and morally caustic thrill that 
oozes cinematic power. Inarritu 
views Mexico City, the world’s 


THANKS YOU 





largest, most populated and most 
polluted city, as “an anthropological 
experiment” which he is a part and 
product of, and Amores Perros paints 
a vibrant portrait of a cross-section 
of modern life in this city through 
three distinct and intimate stories of 
pain, love and moral decay. 
Screenwriter Guillermo Arriaga’s 
circular narrative deftly glides 
throughout its tripartite structure, 
inserting bits of clues from one story 
into another, always involving us in 
the film’s whole while 
still maintaining a 
keen focus on one 
story at a time. Each 
story is fueled by a dif- 
ferent kind of love—romantic, aes- 
thetic, paternal—and each love is 
corroded by a host of darker emo- 
tions like greed, envy, lust and 
regret. The tone of Amores Perros at 
first seems fixated on a pointed 
nihilism that inspired in me a rush 
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PUSS N BOOTS 2001 WAS A GREAT SUCCESS. 
A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL WHO ATTENDED. 


A NIGHT OF FASH 


ON AND 
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of that guilty pleasure one gets from 
watching the inventive ways In 
which the best-laid plans can go bru- 
tally wrong. Yet upon closer exami- 
nation, two of the film’s three stories 
actually end on a note of optimism, 
albeit a pretty somber one. 


The thief, his wife 
and his brother 


First there is young Octavio and his 
sister-in-law Susana. Octavio, 
charming and arrogant, is trying to 
seduce Susana away from his petty 
thief, asshole brother with his win- 
nings from the city’s underground 
dog fights. Then there is middle- 
aged executive Daniel and his beau- 
tiful model Valeria. The very day 
that Daniel decides to leave his wife 
and kids and start a new life with 
his trophy mistress, Valeria becomes 
maimed and bound to a wheelchair, 
staring out her window at a gigantic 
billboard image of her once-immac- 
ulate body. Valeria’s dog Ritchie 
becomes trapped under the floor of 
their new apartment and haunts 
their tainted dream home in an 
ingenious narrative undercurrent 
inspired by Poe. Finally, El Chivo 
(The Goat), is an aging ex-revolu- 
tionary and occasional contract 
killer who lives out of trash cans 
with a pack of dogs whose lives he 
values far above those of humans. 
Within the film’s dog-eat-dog logic, 
El Chivo is perhaps the least cor- 
tupted character, seeking redemp- 
tion and longing to make contact 
with his long-estranged daughter 
who believes him to be dead. 

As Amores Perros made its way 
through the festival circuit (it pre- 
miered in Edmonton at this year’s 
Local Heroes Festival), picking up 
major prizes at almost every stop, it 
was often compared to Pulp Fiction. 
Indeed, the structure of Amores Per- 


Arrested 
Peewee 


earlier cinematic 
species 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


a meteor crashes to Earth and 

winds up ensconced in an aban- 
doned silver mine. Unlucki- 
ly for us Earthlings, 
the meteor begins 
leaking a mysterious 
protoplasmic jelly 
that contains the DNA for a 
rapidly evolving alien lifeform—evo- 
lutionary leaps it took humans mil- 
lions of years to accomplish, the alien 
goo pulls off in a day and a half. And 
it’s only a few days before some very 
strange (and very hungry) new 
amphibians and reptiles begin crawl- 
ing across the desert and preying on 
the suburbanites living nearby, 

Bizarrely, this premise was hand- 


[: the opening scene of Evolution, 













Emilio Echevarria as proud dog owner 


ros, as well as its fits of violence, its 
themes of greed and redemption 
and its nasty sense of karma (not to 
mention its two-and-a-half hour 
running time), do share common- 
alities with Tarantino’s cartoon- 
noir epic. But while the glut of slick 
crime flicks that exploded in Pulp 
Fiction’s wake never lived up to that 
same level of inspired superficiality 
and fiendish wit, Amores Perros has 
very different and infinitely deeper 
aspirations. 


Roles reviled so 


Ethically, Pulp Fiction was a gleefully 
irresponsible film, reveling in black 
humour that feeds off rampant 
racism, sexism and, most notably, 
homophobic rage. Amores Perros also 
reveals a world in which roles can be 
harshly limited; women, in particu- 
lar, seem at times like mere com- 
modities in league with the film’s 
ill-treated canines. But unlike Taran- 
tino’s characters, Arriaga’s are real 
people whose stories insightfully 
reflect their specific range of socio- 
economic backgrounds. Their values, 
views of class and quality of life are 
provoked and challenged, and their 
aberrant behavior is not rewarded 
with an adoring glaze of chic, 
kitschy allure. Inarritu’s depiction of 





El Chivo in Amores Perros 


these people is one of great empathy 
without the slightest tinge of sent. 
mentality. The ensemble is directeq 
marvelously, the actors wielding 
command of a film that’s both char. 
acter-driven and stylistically savvy 

As director, producer and one of 
the film’s editors, Ifarritu, a former 
DJ, displays a stunning level of 
craftsmanship in his feature debut 
Amores Perros has a musical sensibili- 
ty to its shifting rhythms and emo- 
tional ebb and flow. Ifarritu’s 
understated infusion of found music 
as well as Gustavo Santaollana’s 
beautiful, evocative score (for PVC 
pipes, custard molds, tin-can violins 
Indian harmonium and guitar) per- 
meate the film with either guttural 
tension, fleeting joy or an almost 
cosmic sense of unease. Having had 
two chances to see it, Amores Perros 
has installed itself into its own little 
corner of my mind, occasionally ris- 
ing to the surface like a catchy but 
brooding melody you can’t quite 
shake. All in all, this is a hot piece of 
filmmaking and one of this year's 
true unmissables. © 





Amores Perros 

Directed by Alejandro Gonzalez 
Ifarritu * Starring Emilio Echevarria, 
Gael Garcia Bernal and Goya Toledo 
© Opens Fri, June 8 


development 


ed to Ivan Reitman, a director whose 
technique hasn’t evolved one bit in 
the last 15 years. Instead, Evolution 
tecombines the DNA of several past 
Reitman hits. The principal ingredi- 
ent is Ghostbusters, which also con- 
cerned motley assortment of outcast 
hipster scientists battling an other- 
worldly menace—here, David 
Duchovny takes the Bill Murray role 
as the laidback Ira Kane, a disgraced 
biologist who now bides his time 
teaching science at an Arizona com- 
munity college. The film’s 
attempt to play the 
notion of rogue 
DNA running amok 
for both comedy and 

scares recalls both Reitman’s 
Twins (which he directed) and David 
Cronenberg’s They Came From With- 
in and Rabid (which he executive 
produced). Julianne Moore even 
plays an endearingly klutzy lady sci- 
entist, just like Emma Thompson did 
in Junior. On the other hand, I 
believe the sequence in which 
Orlando Jones is sucked into a gigan- 
tic alien’s asshole while attempting 


to give it a dandruff shampoo enema 
is 100 per cent brand new. 

Evolution possesses a certain shag- 
gy charm—the film was obviously 
made a little on the cheap, and as a 
result it possesses the relaxed, easygo- 
ing energy of a director and a cast 
who knew they weren’t under any 
pressure to pump out a rock ’em-sock 
‘em $200 million blockbuster. The 
photography is a little shabby, the 
sets are a little low-rent and even the 
special effects look like they were put 
together a little hastily. But I don’t 
think you’d want the effects in a 
scruffy comedy like this one to look 
too seamless—any more professional- 
looking and they'd seem out of place 
next to the casual performances from 
Duchovny and Jones. 


Mulder, my sweet 


Duchovny must be pleased to finally 
be getting a vacation from the dimly 
lit sets of The X-Files; when he has to 
match wits with the evil general 





SEE NEXT PAGE 
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The fellowship of the ring 


What's the Worst 


That Could 
Happen? deserves 


better reviews 
By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


the Worst That Could Hap- 
pen? and the more I learned 
about it, the less optimistic I became. 
Martin Lawrence has 
made me laugh a 
few times in the 
ast, but watching 
his sub-Fletch shenani- 
gans in the trailer—speaking mock- 
Arabic while masquerading as a Saudi 
sheik, strutting around in an over- 
sized Afro wig and pretending to be a 
militant black lawyer (from the firm 
of Whiteman, Small, Johnson)—only 
made me cringe. 

Those cringes turned to outrage, 
however, when I learned that What's 
the Worst That Could Happen? was 
based on the book of the same name 
by Donald Westlake—and that 
Lawrence's character, a career thief 
named “Kevin Caffery,” is a much- 
altered version of John Dortmunder, 
who has starred in nine Westlake 
books that together constitute some 
of the cleverest, most satisfying and 
most beloved comic crime novels 
ever written. Dortmunder is the head 
of a close-knit crew of eccentric blue- 
collar thieves; in each book, his crew 
attempts to pull off what initially 
looks like a foolproof heist, only to 
have their plans go awry due to some 
unforeseen series of snags. They're 
not the typical gang of “bumbling 
thieves”; they’re pros, and much of 
the humour in the books derives 
from Dortmunder’s sad-sack aware- 
ness that no amount of professional- 
ism and planning can possibly defeat 


| not expecting to like What's 


Evolution 
Continued from previous page 


played by Ted Levine, Duchovny 
seems visibly relieved to know he’s 
nothing but a purely functional, 
one-dimensional villain instead of a 
front for some convoluted conspira- 
cy he’s going to have to spend eight 
tedious hourlong episodes getting to 
the bottom of. The notoriously 
brainy Duchovny is perfectly cast 
here; his laconic acting style (with 
every performance, he always seems 
to be silently saying, “I’m smarter 
than this material”) suits the role of 
the underachieving scientist and it’s 
also ideal for a movie that requires 
its cast to react to a lot of invisible 
Special effects. (Even when he’s 
interacting with-live co-stars, 
Duchovny always seems to be play- 
'ng off a greenscreen.) 

Jones has been given a less inter- 
“sting role—he makes a lot of osten- 
ee jokes about being the only 
a aa guy in the movie, but he still 
4 S up doing things like popping 

's eyes and saying, “Great googa- 
moogal” when he first sees a stretch 
Of desert littered with the bodies of 
hundreds of alien pterodactyls. And 






the unpredictability of human nature 
or the prankish whims of fate 


A big ham, 
Martin and John 


In other words, the cocky, jive-talking 
Lawrence is all wrong for the role. 
Lawrence’s entire demeanour, his 
showboating comic ego, is the atti- 
tude of a man who knows he'll 
always wind up on top. Dortmunder 
is a man who spends his entire life 
figuring he’ll be lucky 
just to avoid hitting 
the bottom. What's 
the Worst That Could 
Happen? concerns a wat 
of wills between Dortmunder and a 
corrupt, vulgarian billionaire named 
Max Fairbanks who not only catches 
Dortmunder trying to rob one of his 
mansions, but steals Dortmunder’s 
lucky ring right off his finger, right in 
front of the arresting officers. Much 
of the humour of the novel comes 
from watching a ham-and-egger like 
Dortmunder take on a bigshot like 
Max and succeed in not only robbing 
him blind but wreaking untold havoc 
on his vast financial empire in the 
process, With Lawrence in the role, 
the movie is just one more story of a 
smooth-talking brother making a fool 
of the white guy. 

So why did I like it? Well, it 
made me laugh. The film’s biggest 
setpieces (a Senate subcommittee 
hearing where Lawrence heckles 
Max—played, a little too inevitably, 
by Danny DeVito—on his cellphone; 
a climactic auction sequence; several 
of Lawrence’s trademark dress-up 
routines) may be duds, but director 
Sam Weisman has packed the cast 
with a wonderful ensemble of comic 
actors, all of whom make the most 
of their small parts. Bernie Mac, one 
of the four standups from The Origi- 


 .. 


nal Kings of Comedy, plays Jack, 


Lawrence's uncle-slash-fence, whose 
easygoing greediness is his most 
appealing feature. Siobhan Fallon 
(BjOrk’s sympathetic jailor from 
Dancer in the Dark) and Lenny Clarke 
are hilarious as a squabbling pair of 
husband-and-wife break-in special- 
ists who can bicker, talk business, 
plan jobs and exchange lovers’ small 
talk pretty much all in the same 
breath. There’s also a bizarre per- 
formance by William Fichtner as a 
limp-wristed swish of a police detec- 
tive named Tardio—the joke isn’t so 
much that Tardio is an outrageous 
gay stereotype as it is that none of 
the rough-hewn Boston cops work- 
ing underneath him act as if his 
behaviour is the least bit unusual. 


Smearing the Rouge 


Some movies /ook so terrible and 
have had so little advance hype gen- 
erated for them by their studios that 
many critics seem amazingly willing 
to fall right in line and give them 
the bad reviews they seem to be beg- 
ging for. I’m not claiming What's the 
Worst That Could Happen? is any 
kind of masterpiece—indeed, plenty 
of it is downright terrible. But plenty 
of it is pretty funny, too, and I’m 
mildly surprised at most reviewers’ 
inability to recognize that fact. The 
performance by The West Wing’s 
Richard Schiff as DeVito’s long-suf- 
fering attorney all by itself contains 
10 times as much comic panache as 
the entirety of the juvenile, amateur- 
ishly staged slapstick on display in 
the much-better-reviewed Moulin 
Rouge, which also opened last week. 
(Fichtner’s outrageous comic turn as 
Tardio is the kind of risky gambit 
that critics have dumped on in 
reviews of this movie but praised in 
reviews of Moulin Rouge even though 
it’s no less ridiculous a performance 
than the ones Baz Luhrmann 


_ 


ien colonoscopy: Julianne Moore, Orlando Jones and David Duchovny in 


Evolution 


Moore has been given no role at all; 
she just trips a lot and walks into 
doors—this would be a pretty insult- 
ing part for any actress, let alone 
one as hugely talented as she is. 
Evolution passes the time fairly 
painlessly, but Reitman hasn't found 
enough laughs in either the charac- 
ters or the situation for the comedy 
to really take flight. (Its comedy 
cells never divide, so to speak.) If 
we're talking survival of the fittest, 





Evolution may outdistance, say, 
Arachnophobia, but it loses out in 
the great Darwinian battle to 
Tremors—a monster movie-comedy 
hybrid that remains at the very top 
of the food chain. © 








Directed by Ivan Reitman ® Starring 
David Duchovny, Orlando Jones, 
Julianne Moore and Seann William 
Scott * Opens Fri, June 8 
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Thieves like us: Danny DeVito and Martin Lawrence in What's the Worst 


That Could Happen? 


extracts from Richard Roxburgh or 
John Leguizamo in his movie.) 
Meanwhile, I’m waiting for some- 
one to bring Westlake to the screen 
properly. His most recent novel, a 
vicious satire of corporate downsizing 
called The Ax, could supply a smart 
director with some brilliant material. 





Come on, Hollywood—what’s the 
worst that could happen? © 


What's the Worst That Could Happen? 
Directed by Sam Weisman * Starring 
Martin Lawrence, Danny DeVito, 

John Leguizamo and Carmen Ejogo * 
Now playing 


Friday - Monday @7pm nightly 


"One of the 10 best films of 1990's" 
-JIM SINCLAIR, PACIFIC CINEMATHEQUE 


"One of the best 10 films of 2000" 


“VILLAGE VOICE FILM CRITICS POLL? 


"Profoundly troubling and altogether 


extraordinary... exquisitely, powerful 


physical" 


-KENT JONES, FILM COMMENT 


"A haunting, hypnotic film that exerts an 
escalating grip on the heart and the 


conscience. 


it yields rich rewards" 


~PETER TRAVERS, ROLLING STONE 


“A dangerous masterpiece 
= just what cinema should be" 


AHAM FULLER, INTERVIEW 


All Metro screenings are held at Zeidler Hall 


in the Citadel Theatre, 
For more informatic 


(RC NSCHS 


Metro operates 
with the support of: 


101 A Ave. 


, Call 425-9212. 
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"MEW THIS WEEK 
} Amores Perros (P) Vanessa 
4 Bauche, Gael Garcia Bernal and 
gag Emilio Echevarria star in director 

Alejandro Gonzalez Ifarritu’s spec- 
tacular debut feature, which tells three 
interlocking stories set in Mexico City 

_ involving love, crime and people's rela- 
= tionships with their dogs. In Spanish with 
English subtitles. 


Evolution (CO, FP) David Duchovny, 
Julianne Moore and Orlando Jones star in 
Twins director lvan Reitman’s effects-heavy 
comedy about a team of scientists who 





¥ must figure out how to defeat a rapidly 


evolving alien life form that has crashed to 
Earth inside a meteorite. 


Five Graves to Cairo (EFS) Fran- 
= chot Tone, Anne Baxter and Erich 
({a§ von Stroheim star in Billy Wilder's 
efficient 1943 war picture about a 
British soldier, stranded in a desert town, 
who outwits German field marshal Erwin 
Rommel while posing as a waiter. Provin- 
cial Museum Auditorium; 102 Ave & 128 St; 
Mon, Jun 11, 8pm 


(al) L’Humanité (M) Emmanuel 
Bey Schotté and Séverine Caneele star 
gag in Lo Vie de Jésus director Bruno 
Dumont’s award-winning film 

? about a repressed police officer who 
becomes consumed by grief while inves- 
tigating the horrific murder of an 11- 
year-old girl. In French with English 
subtitles. Zeidler Hall, The Citadel; Fri- 
Mon, June 8-11, 7pm 


The King Is Dancing (P2) Boris Terral, 
Benoit Magimel and Tchéky Karyo star in 
Farinelli director Gérard Corbiau’s costume 
drama about 17th-century French 
monarch and ballet enthusiast King Louis 
XVI and his relationship with his devoted 
court composer, Jean-Baptiste Lully. In 
French with English subtitles 


Swordfish (CO, FP) John Travolta, 
Hugh Jackman, Halle Berry and Don 
Cheadle star in Gone in 60 Seconds direc- 

~ tor Dominic Sena’‘s action flick about an 

" international spy who is hired by the CIA 
to coerce a brilliant computer hacker 
into stealing a fortune in unused govern- 
ment funds. 


FIRST-RUN MOVIES 


Along Came a Spider (FP) Morgan Free- 
man, Monica Potter and Michael Wincott 
star in The Edge director Lee Tamahori’s 


m STOUT 
HOON AND BACK LAUGHING’ 


«Broce Kirkland, TORONTO SUN 


ais 


THE DISH 
Nightly @ 7:00 & 9:15 ¥ 









film version of James Patterson’s crime 
novel, in which forensic psychologist Dr. 
Alex Cross teams up with a female Secret 
Service agent to locate the kidnapped 
daughter of a U.S. senator. 


Angel Eyes (FP) Jennifer Lopez and Jim 
Caviezel star in Message in a Bottle direc- 
tor Luis Mandoki’s romantic drama about 
a psychologically scarred police officer 
who falls fh love with a mysterious man 
whose wife and son have recently died in 
@ car accident. 


The Animal (CO) Rob Schneider, 
Colleen Haskell and Ed Asner star in direc- 
tor Luke Greenfield’s slapstick comedy 
about a bumbling police cadet who 
experiences some bizarre side effects after 
a mad scientist transplants various animal 
organs into his body. 


Blow (CO) Johnny Depp, Penélope Cruz, 
Franka Potente and Paul Reubens star in 
The Ref director Ted Demme's flashy biopic 
of George Jung and his rags-to-riches-to- 
rags-to-riches career as a marijuana dealer 
in the ‘60s and North America’s leading 
cocaine importer in the ‘70s. Based on the 
book by Bruce Porter. 


Bridget Jones’s Diary (CO) Renée Zell- 
weger, Hugh Grant and Colin Firth star in 
director Sharon Maguire’s film version of 
Helen Fielding’s popular novel about the 
romantic misadventures of a neurotic, 
weight-obsessed, klutzy London “single- 
ton.” Screenplay by Notting Hill writer 
Richard Curtis. 


CyberWorld (SC) The voices of Jenna Elf- 
man, Matt Frewer and Dave Foley are fea- 
tured in this collection of 
computer-animated short films (including 
segments from The Simpsons and Antz) 
presented in the 3-D IMAX format. 


The Dish (GA) Sam Neill, Patrick War- 
burton, Kevin Harrington and Tom Long 
star in The Castle director Rob Sitch’s 
genial comedy about the tumult that 
erupts in a rural Australian town in 1969 
when their radio telescope is given the 
task of relaying signals from the Apollo 
XI lunar module. 


Driven (CO, FP) Sylvester Stallone, Kip 
Pardue and Burt Reynolds star in Deep Blue 
Sea director Renny Harlin’s over-the-top 
action flick about a young CART driver 
who seeks guidance from a retired racing 
great when he starts to lose his edge 


The Forsaken (CO) Brendan Fehr, Kerr 
Smith and Johnathon Schaech star in Out- 
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side Ozona writer-director |.S. Cardone’s 
horror yarn about a young man driving 
cross-country who becomes involved in a 
battle against a gang of youthful vampires 
when he picks up a mysterious vampire- 
hunting hitchhiker. 


The Golden Bowl (CO, P2) Uma Thur- 
man, Nick Nolte, Jeremy Northam and 
Kate Beckinsale star in Howards End direc- 
tor James lvory’s adaptation of the Henry 
James novel about the complex romantic 
entanglements that develop between an 
extremely wealthy art collector, his 
daughter, her best friend and a penniless 
Italian prince. 


Haunted Castle (SC) Alien Adventure 
director Ben Stassen’s computer-animated 


3-D IMAX film that follows a rock musi- 
cian’s journey through a creepy mansion. 
rates director Howard Hall’s 3-D IMAX 
documentary about the beautiful undersea 
Southern California. 
(a) A Knight’s Tale (CO, FP) Heath 
ery Ledger, Rufus Sewell and Shannyn 
ig(4s@ Sossamon star in Payback writer- 
pleasing action movie about a young 
peasant who disguises himself as a noble- 
jousting tournaments. 
Memento (CO) Guy Pearce, 
VUE 
fgleq liano star in Following writer- 
director Christopher Nolan’s 
noir about a man with no short-term 
memory who is nevertheless deter- 
raped and murdered his wife. 
Moulin Rouge (CO, FP) Nicole Kidman, 
John Leguizamo star in William Shake- 
Speare’s Romeo and Juliet director Baz 
anachronistic musical, set in 1899 Mont- 
martre, about a young poet whose pas- 
by her wealthy lover. 
The Mummy Returns (CO, FP) Brendan 
and Arnold Vosloo star in writer-director 
Stephen Sommers’s sequel to his 1999 hit 
Imhotep and his lover Anck-su-Numam 
are brought back to life when they are 
O Brother, Where Art Thou? (CO) 
George Clooney, John Turturro, Tim Blake 


Into the Deep (SC) Kate Nelligan nar- 
world that exists just off the coast of 
director Brian Helgeland’s crowd- 
man in order to compete in a series of 
Carrie-Anne Moss and Joe Panto- 
ingenious, backward-unfolding neo- 
mined to track down the criminal who 
Ewan MacGregor, Jim Broadbent and 
Luhrmann’s visually opulent, willfully 
sion for a beautiful courtesan is thwarted 
Fraser, Rachel Weisz, Patricia Velazquez 
The Mummy, in which the remains of 
exhibited at a London museum. 
Nelson and John Goodman star in The Big 


SHOWTIMES EFFECTIVE: Ft, JUNE 8 - THU, JUNE 14, 2001 
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PEARL HARBOR (FS) Violent scenes, 
fri Hon Tue Wed Thu 8:00 
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WHAT'S THE WORST THAT COULD HAPPEN? (14A) 
THX 1:20 4:20 7:20 9:50 
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The new computer-hacker thriller Swordfish takes its title from, of all things, 
the classic 1932 Marx Brothers comedy Horse Feathers, in which Groucho, 
Harpo and Chico scam their way into a Prohibition-era speakeasy where the 


secret password is 


“swordfish.” There probably 'won’t be much Marxist zani- 


ness in this movie, though; the director is Dominic Sena, who made the arty 

serial-killer road movie Kalifornia in 1993 before reinventing himself as a direc- 

tor of empty-headed action flicks like last year’s Gone in 60 Seconds. Like that 

film, which starred Oscar-winners Nicolas Cage, Robert Duvall and Angelina 

Jolie, Swordfish features a surprisingly prestigious cast, including beer pitch- 
man John Travolta, Don Cheadle, Sam Shepard and Halle Berry's breasts. 


Lebowski director Joel Coen‘s Depression- 
era farce, based on Homer's Odyssey, 
about three escaped convicts and the 
bizarre characters they encounter as they 
roam the American South. 


Pearl Harbor (CO, FP) Ben Affleck, Josh 
Hartnett and Kate Beckinsale star in 
Armageddon director Michael Bay’s 
megabudgeted war epic which sets a 
love triangle involving two aviators and a 
nurse against the backdrop of the infa- 
mous 1941 Japanese attack on a Hawai- 
ian naval base. 


ral) Shrek (CO, FP) The voices of 
=, Mike Myers, Eddie Murphy, 
gig Cameron Diaz and John Lithgow 
are featured in this irreverent 
computer-animated fairytale spoof 
about a grumpy ogre who is hired by a 
despotic king to save a princess from a 
fire-breathing dragon. 


Spy Kids (CO) Antonio Banderas, Carla 
Gugino and Alan Cumming star in From 
Dusk Till Dawn director Robert 
Rodriguez's bizarre family action movie 
about two kids who come to the rescue 
when their parents, a pair of retired 
super-spies, are kidnapped by the star of 
a children’s TV show. 


The Tailor of Panama (CO) Pierce Bros- 
nan, Geoffrey Rush and Jamie Lee Curtis 
star in Hope and Glory director John Boor- 
man’s film version of the John Le Carré 
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novel about a debt-ridden tailor whose 
habit of telling tall tales has unexpected 
repercussions when he hooks up with an 
unscrupulous British spy. 


2) Traffic (CO) Michael Douglas, 
Benicio Del Toro, Don Cheadle, 
Dennis Quaid and Catherine Zeta- 
Jones star in Erin Brockovich director 
Steven Soderbergh’s complex drama, 
which weaves together three storylines 


illustrating the futility of the U.S. govern- 
ment’s war on drugs. 


What's the Worst That Could Hap- 
pen? (CO, FP) Martin Lawrence, Danny 
DeVito and John Leguizamo star in George 
of the Jungle director Sam Weisman’s com- 
edy about a thief who becomes deter- 
mined to recover his lucky ring from the 
billionaire who stole it from him. Based on 
the novel by Donald Westlake. 


CO: Cineplex Odeon, 444-5468 
EFS: Edmonton Film Soclety, 439-5285 
FP: Famous Players 
GA: Garneau Theatre, 433-0728 
M: Metro Cinema, 425-92’ 
P: Princess Theatre, 433-0728 
P2: Princess ll Theatre, 433-0728 
SC: SilverCity IMAX, Famous Playe 
WEM 484-8587 


EMER 


THE KING IS DANCING 
Nightly @ 9:30 pm 
Sat & Sun Matinees @ 3:30 pm 
* (140) * One week only, ends Thurs. June 14 
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But stark L’'Humanite 
captures beauty at 
the heart of man 


JOSEF BRAUN 





rench filmmaker Bruno 

Dumont's UHumanite is largely 

the study of a man, police super- 
intendent Pharaon De Winter, named 
after the 19th-century painter whose 
work is integrated into the film. 
Throughout L’Humanite, Dumont 
takes time to carefully study Pharaon’s 
face: the often immobile pinched lips, 
the weighted brow, the glassy, haunt- 
ed eyes that reveal an excess of inner 
torment which seems to contradict 
his apparent lack of intellect. 

Kind, patient and gentle, 
Pharaon is quite obviously a simple 
man—simple to the 
point of being a 
simpleton. At one 
point, an angry 
character tells Pharaon 
he’s “too stupid to be a cop,” and 
we’re inclined to agree. Yet whether 
in spite of his simpleness or because 
of it, Pharaon appears to bear the suf- 
fering of all those around him, no 
matter how virtuous or how disgust- 
ingly vile, as though it were his own. 
And in Dumont’s world, devoid of 
any real comfort, excitement or last- 
ing joy, suffering is the sole method 
of feeling anything. 


Eraser cred 


One hundred and forty-eight minutes 
in length, L'Humanite is an excruciat- 
ingly slow film, yet each and every 
shot has its specific purpose and (for 
better or for worse) its very slowness 
is in keeping with Dumont’s oddly 
transfixing aesthetic. Often Dumont 
will show us shots of Pharaon simply 
looking at things, trying to make 
sense of them. This stillness and 
attention to minute observation (you 
can hear a stomach rumbling at one 
point) is reminiscent of the pacing of 


THEATRE 
10337 - Whyte Ave. - 433-0728 


AMORES PERROS 
Nightly @ 7:30 pm 
Sat & Sun Matinees @ 2:00 pm 
°18A°¢ 
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DeWinter’s tale: Emmanuel Schotté and Philippe Tullier in L’Humanité 


David Lynch's Eraserhead (without 
the humour), Pharaon’s careful gaze 
reminding one of big-haired Henry's. 

As with his first feature, La vie de 
Jesus, Dumont takes exacting meas- 
ures to recreate the boredom of life 
in his native Flanders region of 
northeastern France. 
Some scenes barely 
seem to forward 
the story even by 
an inch, yet no doubt 
conjure the maddeningly tepid, 
emotionally bankrupt atmosphere 
Dumont is going for—an ideal 
atmosphere in which to set a most 
heinous, revolting crime. 

Sex is the magnet of all meager 
aspirations, either humble and warm 
or utterly depraved, in L’Humanite. 
The film begins with Pharaon’s dis- 
covery of the body of an 11-year-old 
girl who has been raped and mur- 
dered. We are given a very graphic, 
nauseating view of her dead vagina. 
Much later in the film, Dumont 
tellingly repeats this same shot with 
the vagina of a grown, relatively 
healthy woman whom Pharaon is in 
love with. These bodies, abused and 
useless, are the film’s landscape; they 
are filmed with total objectivity, 
almost indifference. L’Humanite is not 
a sexy, exploitive or darkly fetishistic 
film but an agonizingly impotent 
one. We see a series of scenes (per- 
haps too many) that show sexual 
intercourse in the most banal, unin- 
ticing manner possible. We also see 


Pharaon awkwardly attaching himself 
to bodies just to sniff them or feel 
their warmth; the desire for solace in 
L’Humanite is that desperate. 


Apocalypic now 


Dumont clearly possesses an apoca- 
lyptic world view, yet his Pharaon 
just as clearly reveals the writer-direc- 
tor’s faith in something pure and lov- 
ing that lies at the heart of man. His 
use of non-actors is extremely effec- 
tive here. It’s as though Dumont 
found an entire community of peo- 
ple who understood his convictions 
and shared his psychological bur- 
dens. The two leads in particular 
shine through the ugliness, radiating 
unspeakable compassion. 

Capturing its subject with such 
astounding clarity—a subject in 
many ways too starkly universal to be 
pretentious—L’Humanite had burned 
its impression deep inside me by its 
all-important final moment, after 
which I found myself saying aloud, 
“That's goddamned brilliant.” The 
only, perhaps petty question left lin- 
gering with me after viewing the film 
is, could it not have still been bril- 
liant at about half of the length? © 


L'Humanite 
Directed by Bruno Dumont ® Starring 
Emmanuel Schotte and Severine 
Caneele ¢ Zeidler Hall, The Citadel « 
Fri-Mon, June 8-11, 7pm ® Metro 
Cinema ¢ 425-9212 


Alternative Video spot 


Locally Owned and Operated 


New Releases 


CROUCHING TIGER 
HIDDEN DRAGON 
(also on DVD) 


WARDEN OF RED ROCK 


DIGIMON - 
A NEW DIGITUDE 


cy 


AND THE BAND 
PLAYED ON 


NIGHT SHIFT 
THE FUGITIVE 


> http /Iwww.alternati 


VD Re Releases| 


jevideospot.com | 





FIJINAOVIES 12 
= [130 AVE.-SOTH STREET 472-9779] 


J CINEMA CITY 12 


SHOWING AT BOTH CINEMAS 


FRI, JUNE 8 - THU, JUNE 14, 2001 


TOMCATS (18A) Crude content 

Sat Sun 11:50 Daily 2:20 4:55 7:30 10:10 Midnight Fri Sat only 12:15 

JOSIE AND THE PUSSYCATS (PG) Sat Sun ||:35 Daily 2:15 4:50 7:25 
10:00 Midnight Fri Sat only 12:10 

ENEMY AT THE GATES (14A) Graphic war violence. 

Sat Sun 11:00 Daily 1-35 4:25 7:00 9:45 Midnight Fri Sat only I 

© BROTHER, WHERE ART THOU? (PG) § 

Daily 2:05 4:20 7:15 935 Midorght Fri Sat oly 


FREDDY GOT even 18A) 
Sat Son 11:55 0 0 


SAVE THE LAST DANCE (PG) Coane langvage 

Sat Sun 11:40 Daily 2:10 4:35 7:00 930 Midnight Fr Sat ony 12:00 
POKEMON 3: THE MOVIE (G) 

Sat Soo 11:10 Oady 1:20 3:30 $30 

CHOCOLAT (PG) Suggestive senes 

Daly 735 10-05 Midnight Fr Sat only 1235 

THE MEXICAN (14A) Coane be 

Sat Soo 11:15 Daily 1:50 

HEARTBREAKERS (144 


0S Daily 1:40 


— scHOOU'S OUT r (G) 
Daly 


CINEPLEX ODEON CINEMAS 


TALKING MOVIE 
LISTINGS 
444-5468 

Showtimes for Friday JUNE 


pares CENTRE ¢ Matas 
hase Hi, 10200-102 Av 


A KNIGHT'S TALE 

OTS Digital. Daily 1.20 4.10 7.00 9.50 
THE ANIMAL 

Crude content. DTS Digital 

Daily 1.05 3.00 455 6.50 9.00 
BRIDGET JONES'S DIARY 

Coarse language 

DTS Digital. Daily 9.10 

EVOLUTION 

Coarse language 

DIS Digital 

Daily 1.40 4.30 6.45 9.20 

MOULIN ROUGE 

No passes, Daily 1.10 4,00 7.10 10.05 
THE MUMMY RETURNS 

Frightening scenes, DTS Digital. On 2 screens. 
Daily 1.30 4.20.7.20 10.10 

SHREK 

DIS Digital. On 2 screens. 

Daily 1.00 1.50 3.10 3.50 5.20 6.30 7.30 9.40 
SWORDFISH 

DTS Digital 

Daily 2.00 4.50 7.50 10.20 

WHAT'S THE WORST THAT COULD HAPPEN? 148 
DIS Digital 

Daily 2.10 4.40 7.40 10.15 


A KNIGHT'S TALE 

DIS Digital. Daly 3.10 9.20 

THE ANIMAL 

Crude content DTS Digital Daly 12.20 2.40 4.40 7.20 10.10 
EVOLUTION PG 
Coane language. DTS Digital. Daily 12.40 3.40 7.00 9.30 
MOULIN ROUGE PG 
Suggestive scenes. DTS Digital No passes, Daily 12.20 3.20 6.50 9.40 
THE MUMMY RETURNS PG 
Frightening scenes. DTS Digital. Daly 12.15 6.45 

PEARL HARBOR PG 


Violent scenes. DTS Digital On 2 screens. No passes. Daily 12.00 4.00 8.00 
SHREK PG 

DTS Digital. On 2 screens, Daly 1230 1.00 230 3,00 430 5.10 630 840 
SWORDFISH 18A 

DTS Digital. On 2 screens. Daily 12.10 230 445 7.10 10.00 

WHAT'S THE WORST THAT COULD HAPPEN? 14A 

TS Digital. Daily 7.30 9.50 


WEST MALL & 
West Edmonton Mall, Phase Ill Entrance 2 
THE ANIMAL 


Crude content. DTS Digital On 2 screens, 

Daily 1.30 2.30 3.30 4.40 5.30 7.00 7.40 9.00 10.10 

BLOW 14a 
Coarse language throughout. DTS Digital. Daily 1.40 4.15 645 9.20 
BRIDGET JONES'S DIARY 14a 
Coarse language. 

DIS Digital On 2 screens: 

Daily 1.50 2.40 4.00 5.00 630 7.30 9.10 10.00 

THE FORSAKEN 

DTS Digital. Daily 4.45 9.30 

THE GOLDEN BOWL 

‘DTS Digital. Daily 2.10 6.40 

© BROTHER, WHERE ART THOU? 

DTS Digital Daily 2.20 5.10 7.20 9.50 


CINEMA clipe > 


8 to Thursday JUNE 14, 2001 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 
1525-99 STREET 436-8585 


A KNIGHT'S TALE 

On 2 screens. DTS Digital Daily 12.15 220 3.15 5.20 7.15 8.20 10.15 
THE ANIMAL PG 

Crude content 
DTS Digital. On 2 
Daily 12.50 1.50 3.30 4.30 5.40 7.00 7,50 9.20 10.40 
BRIDGET JONES'S DIARY 

Coarse language. DTS Digital Daly 1.10 3.50 6.50 9.10 
MEMENTO 144 
Coarse language. DTS Digital Daly 2.10 450 7.40 10.00 
MOULIN ROUGE PG 
Suggestive scenes. No passes. On 2 screens 

Daily 12.20 1.20 3.10 420-645 7.30 9.40 1020 

THE MUMMY RETURNS PG 


screens, 


Frightening scenes, On 2 screens. 

OTS Digital. Daily 12.30 1.30 3.40 4.40 7.10 7.45 9.50 10.45 
PEARL HARBOR PG 
Violent scenes, No passes, On 3 screens, 

THX Daily 12.00 1,00 2.00 4.00 5.00 6.30 8.00 9.00 10.30 
SHREK PG 
THX Daily 12.10 240 5.10 7.20 9.30 

DTS Digital. On 2 screens 

Daily 12.40 1.40 3,20 4.10 5.50 6.40 8.10 B50 10.10 


CINEVALUE PRICING AT THESE THEATRES! 
WESTMALL 6 CINEMAS 
PHASE 1, ENTRANCE 44 444-1331 
CROUCHING TIGER, HIDDEN DRAGON PG 
Daily 1.30 4.00 6.40 9.15 
ENEMY AT THE GATES 14A 
Graphic war violence. Daily 230 6.30 9.25 
FREDDY GOT FINGERED 18A 
Crude content throughout. Daily 10.00 
JOSIE AND THE PUSSYCATS PG 
Daily 2.20 4.50 7.30 9.50 
THE MEXICAN 
Coarse language. Daily |40 430 7.15 
TOMCATS 
Crude content. 
Daily 2.00 4.40 7.45 10.10 
SAVE THE LAST DANCE 
Coarse language. Daily 1.50 4.20 7,00 9.40 


VILLAGE TREE CINEMAS 
Gervais Rd. St. Albert Trail St. Albert 
BLOW 


Coarse language throughout. 

Fri Mon-Thu 6.50 9.40 Sat-Sun "15 4.15 650 9.40 

DRIVEN 

Fri Mon-Thu 7.10 9.40 Sat-Sun 12.45 4.15 7.10 9.40 

THE MUMMY RETURNS 

Frightening scenes. 

Fri Mon-Thu 7.00 9.50 Sat-Sun 1.00 4.00 7.00 9,50 

SHREK 

On 2 screens, 

fri Mon-Tho 6.50 7.20 9,00 9.20 

Sat-Sun 12.30 1.30 2.45 4.00 5.00 6.50 7.20 9.00 9.20 
SWORDFISH 18A 
Fri Mon-Thu 7.00 9.30 Sat-Sun 2.00 4.30 7,00 930 

SPY KIDS PG 
Fri Mon-Thu 6.40 9.00 Sat-Sun 1.00 3.45 6.40 9.00 

TRAFFIC 14a 
Coarse language and drug use. 

Fri Mon-Thu 6.30. 9.30 Sat-Sun 12.30 3.30 630 9.30 
WHAT'S THE WORST THAT COULD HAPPEN? I4A 
fi Mon-Thu 7.30 9.50 Sat-Sun 1.45 430 7309.50 
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CJSR Fundraiser 





a Global Visions Film 
Festival fundraiser fea- 
turing music from around 
the world played by.5 
CJSR dj’s including: 
Mick Sleeper with 


». Reggae and ska, music 


from Brazil with Priscilla 
and music from Africa 
with Bongbiemi. 

The night starts with a 
screening of the docu- 
mentary Butterfly at 7pm, 
at Bonnie Doon Hall on 
Friday, June 15. Advance 
tickets are $10 at Earth’s 
General Store and M.E.C 
or $12 at the door. 
Dancing and ethnic food 
all night! 


Listen to a CUSR 
Production of William 
Shakespeare's, 


Tragedy of Richard Il 


in a five-part perfor- 
mance starting Monday 
June 11 to Friday June 
15, from 8pm to 8:30pm 


The Uptown Folk Club 
“presents a 


on Friday June 8 at 
Queen Mary Hall, 









Gilding the Lully 


Louis XVI gets 
throne for a loop in 
The King Is Dancing 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


efore seeing The King Is 

Dancing, | only knew one fact 

about 17th-century composer 
Jean-Baptiste Lully, but it was a 
doozy: he died from an infection that 
set in after he accidentally stabbed 
himself in the foot with his baton 
during a particularly spirited round of 
conducting. (And judg- 
ing from the terrify- 
ing spike at the tip 
of the enormous 
stick he’s shown wielding 
in the opening scene of The King Is 
Dancing, I was a little amazed more 
composers weren't put out of com- 
mission by those things—it’s like he’s 
tossing around a football yardage 
marker up there.) 

Gérard Corbiau (Farinelli) directs 
this sequence in a ridiculously over- 
heated style; there are so many fran- 
tic edits and grotesque close-ups of 
Boris Terral as the aging Lully that 
you wonder if Ken Russell has 
returned from exile and has started 
making movies about legendary com- 
posers again. Indeed, Lully is such a 
perfect Ken Russell subject that it’s 
surprising he never got around to 
tackling him. Italian by birth, the 
hugely ambitious Lully eventually 


Beast of 


Rob Schneider's 
The Animal 
should have been 
put to sleep 


By JOSEF BRAUN 


at kind of twisted logic 
perpetuates the production 
of movies designed to 


showcase the comic talents of Satur- 
day Night Live’s most 
mediocre alumni, 
particularly when 
everyone seems to 
agree that these 
movies suck? Did anyone find 

Little Nicky, The Ladies’ Man, Joe Dirt, 
A Night at the Roxbury or Deuce Biga- 
low: Male Gigolo so irresistibly enter- 
taining that they’re still hungry for 
more of the same? I mean, I fart on a 
fairly regular basis and I suppose once 
in a while, in the right context, it can 
be kinda funny, yet I’ve never once 
been tempted to compose a screen- 
play where my farts not only supply 
the punchlines but also constitute the 
bulk of the narrative. To be fair, The 
Animal is so juvenile that it may 
have actually been intended more for 
children than adults, but that 
assumption requires one to believe 
that the age has arrived when jokes 
about bestiality are considered suit- 
able for the little ones. 


The Animal is one more film that ... choices, every step.of the way—a . , 
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became a citizen of France and 
pledged his allegiance to the French 
throne. Lully, whose homosexuality 
was a more or less open secret within 
the French court, was especially in 
the thrall of the young Louis XVI; he 
shrewdly parlayed Louis’s fondness 
for music, art and especially ballet 
into a position as the Composer of 
the King’s Music and Master of Music 
to the Royal Family—a title that gave 
him complete control of all royal 
musical performances. 

But Lully’s influence gradually 
waned, partly as a result of King 
Louis’s losing interest in dance as he 
got older and less 
agile, and partly as 
a result of the dis- 
approval of the 
king’s more puritanical 
advisors. Three hundred years later, 
Lully still has never quite come back 
into favour; even his collaborations 
with Moliére (such as Le bourgeois 
gentilhomme), which his composi- 
tions were once a vital part of, are 
nowadays customarily performed 
without any music at all. 


King for a Day 


The most startling sequence in The 
King Is Dancing occurs when Louis 
(Benoit Magimel, who just won the 
Best Actor prize at Cannes for his 
role in Michael Haneke’s The Piano 
Teacher) performs an outdoor dance 
routine for the French nobles—he’s 
shirtless, coated in gold body paint 


boredom 


believes as long as a guy is a loser, 
he’s automatically hilarious. Schnei- 
der’s character Marvin Mange is a 
police evidence file clerk who 
dreams of becoming a real police 
officer one day, just like his late 
father. But Marvin is the laughing- 
stock of his department, thanks to 
his unfortunate tendency to pee 
himself when he’s upset. (It’s not as 
endearing as it might sound.) Mar- 
vin has a massive car accident that 
lands him unconscious in the wild 
where he’s saved by a mad 
scientist not unlike 
the Brando-Dr. 
Moreau character 
from South Park, who 

apparently implants some 
sort of animal genes or hormones or 
what-have-you into Marvin’s body. 
Marvin's newfound animal instincts 
endow him with enough semi-super- 
hero powers to earn him a berth on 
the force; the downside, however, is 
that, he frequently finds himself 
running loose smelling butts, hump- 
ing mailboxes and worrying about 
freaking out like William Hurt in the 
last half of Altered States (which, 
strangely enough, is a much funnier 
film than The Animal). 

This premise may sound inane, 
but trust me: it’s difficult to find the 
words to describe just how unamus- 
ing The Animal really is. The script, 
by Tom Brady and Schneider, makes 
only the most painfully obvious 





Benoit Magimel’s Louis XVI is the king of pop in The King 





and clad in an amazing skin-tight 
ensemble festooned with stylized 
golden suns. (Stockwell Day, even in 
his wetsuit-wearing heyday, had 
nothing on this guy.) When he 
dances, Louis’s expression remains 
unchangingly serious; he seems to 
take so little pleasure in dancing 
that it’s hard to understand why he 
was so obsessed with the art form 
for so much of his reign. 

Corbiau’s film is like that dance 
routine: its premise may provide it 
with a fascinating exterior, but inside 
it’s just a humourless, routine cos- 
tume epic. Just as King Louis eventu- 
ally gives up dancing and becomes 
content to simply sit passively on his 
throne, Corbiau quickly abandons 
his initial flamboyance and settles 
into a series of boilerplate scenes of 
palace intrigue. (Corbiau supplies us 
with lots of shots of courtiers whis- 
pering sinister advice into the king's 
ear—we can spot the chief bad guy 
because he’s old, bald and has a dis- 
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Is Dancing 


figuring birthmark on his face.) Lully 
and Louis’s changing fortunes, their 
acquisition of power and their loss of 
it, are barely dramatized, and then in 
only the most unimaginative ways. 
Meanwhile, the homosexual under- 
pinnings of their odd relationship— 
the most provocative aspect of this 
story—are left largely unexplored. 
What's left is a visually beautiful 
but passionless film. That’s partly by 
design; Corbiau closes with a memo- 
rable shot of a corridor in the Palace 
of Versailles, his camera lingering for 
two or three minutes on its cold, pris- 
tine beauty. But this story demands a 
director with a little more of Lully’s 
obsessive madness in him. Instead, 
Corbiau gives this campy story the 
prestige treatment, and camp done 
straight is not a pretty sight. © 


The King Is Dancing” 
Directed by Gérard Corbiau © Starring 
Boris Terral, Benoit Magimel and 
Tchéky Karyo ® Opens Fri, June 8 





Rob Schneider, making Richard Hatch look charming by comparison, with 
Colleen Haskell in The Animal 


sign on an obese officer's back that 
teads “Kick me I’m fat” comes to 
mind. The nearest thing to a cre- 
ative idea in the story (a black char- 
acter who complains that small 
town white people treat him too 
nicely just because he’s black) is 
offensive at best and so absurd it 
practically qualifies as science fic- 
tion. (At the very least, it should 
have been played as satire.) 


Vile goat-boy 


Schneider lacks energy and charis- 
ma, his timing is slow and his facial 
expression is always sleepy and 
uninterested; he just can’t sell this 
crap. The film’s multiple scenes of 
Schneider licking and peeing and 
coming on to goats in heat fall piti- 
fully into the mild end of the shock- 
comedy spectrum and look 





particularly pathetic in the wake of 
Tom Green’s Freddy Got Fingered 
(itself not a work of high art but still 
one of the most underappreciated 
and misinterpreted films of the 
year). At least it’s short. 

The only notable thing about 
this film is that it marks the acting 
debut (technically speaking) of Sur- 
vivor cutie-pie Colleen Haskell. For 
the record, Haskell, playing Schnei- 
der’s love interest, fulfills her 
demands to be bubbly and holds her 
own just fine alongside her less-than- 
esteemed co-stars. Let's just hope her 
taste in scripts improves, or else her 
next big role will likely be playing 
straight woman to Pauly Shore. O 





Directed by Luke Greenfield ¢ Starring 
Rob Schneider and Colleen Haskell © 
Now playing 
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Mid Life, Mesa, Mump and Poki 


Edmonton theatre 
companies 
announce jam- 
packed new seasons 
UL MATWYCHUK 


ow that Shadow Theatre, 
Ni Workshop West, Theatre Net- 
work and Teatro 

la Quindicina have 
announced their 
upcoming seasons, 
the 2001-2002 Edmon- 
ton theatre lineup (and, as a result, 
my schedule for the next 12 
months) has finally taken shape, 
with only Northern Light Theatre 
and the inevitable flurry of collec- 
tives and independent productions 
yet to be added to the equation. 
That’s a lot of play titles to absorb at 
once, so here’s a helpful, company- 
by-company guide to next year’s 
hottest titles, as well as the potential 
sleeper hits audiences may want to 
keep an eye out for. Just remember: 
no matter which show you attend, 
odds are Jeff Haslam will be in it. 










THEATRE NETWORK 

Hot Ticket: Mump and Smoot in 
a New Work! (February 2002): That 
probably won’t be the final title of 
the new work from those adorable 
“horror clowns” from the planet 
Ummo, but whatever they wind up 
calling it, Michael Kennard and 
John Turner (whose Mump and 
Smoot in Something Else With Zug was 
one of the biggest hits of TN’s 1999- 
2000 season) can always be relied 
on to deliver an entertaining 
evening full of gibberish, humour 
and gleeful violence. What more 
could a theatregoer ask for? 

Watch for: Mid Life (April 
2002): This production reunites the 
playwright (Eugene Stickland) and 
director (Bradley Moss) of TN’s Ster- 
ling-nominated 1999-2000 hit A 
Guide to Mourning; in this new work, 
John Wright plays a middle-aged oil 
executive coping with a world that 
seems to be changing much too 
quickly for him to keep up with. 

Also on Tap: Jeff Page and 
Valerie Ann Pearson in Michel 
Tremblay’s mother-son dramedy For 
the Pleasure of Seeing Her Again 
(October 2001); the blues musical 
Big Mama: The Willie Mae Thornton 
Story starring Jackie Richardson 
(November 2001); and, next June, 
another edition of NeXtFest. 


WORKSHOP WEST 

Hot Ticket: Mesa (October 11- 
21): Doug Curtis's warm generation- 
8ap road comedy about a 
35-year-old writer driving his 93- 
year-old grandfather-in-law from 
Alberta to Arizona was my favourite 
show at Springboards last month, 
and it’s great to see it getting a full- 
Scale production this season. Ron 
Jenkins will direct, Jeff Haslam will 
play Paul, the writer, and Ashley 
Wright (who played King Lear last 
summer in the River City Shake- 
Speare Festival) will age himself 
even more drastically by playing 


theatre 
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Bud, the set-in-his-ways retiree. 

Watch for: Apple (April 11-21): 
The Alberta Playwrights’ Network 
awarded this new work by Vern 
Thiessen its prize for Best New Play 
of 2001; it’s a mysterious, poetic 
modern-day riff on the story of the 
Garden of Eden and, according to 
WW < artistic director Ron Jenkins, “a 
breakthrough play” for Thiessen, 
who’s already one of the city’s most 
skillful playwrights. 

Also on Tap: 
the second edition 
of the Kaboom! 
Theatre Performance 
Series, which boasts an extremely 
hot lineup (including Joan 
MacLeod’s take on the Reena Virk 
case, The Shape of a Girl; an expand- 
ed version of Ashley Wright and 
Chris Dodd's Fringe hit Silent Words; 
and Lyle Victor Albert's new one- 
man show Jumping Jack, in which he 
plays a man who believes he’s Mick 
Jagger's illegitimate son); another 
Springboards Festival, another Loud 
‘n’ Queer cabaret and Secret Spaces, a 
multiple-location, multiple-author 
collection of plays which will see 
audiences shuttled around the city 
on a double-decker tour bus. 





SHADOW THEATRE 

Hot Ticket: The Weir (Septem- 
ber 27-October 14): One of the 
biggest coups of the season for any 
company is Shadow artistic director 
John Hudson's snagging the rights to 
perform Irish playwright Conor 
McPherson's atmospheric Broadway 
hit about ghosts, Irishmen and a 
woman with a mysterious past. 
James DeFelice, whose past shows for 
Shadow include Sylvia and The Balti- 
more Waltz, will direct this produc- 
tion, which ought to make a perfect 
companion piece for the Citadel’s 
The Beauty Queen of Leenane, another 
blockbuster Irish drama hitting the 
stage later this season. 

Watch for: Honour (March 14- 
31): Shadow usual suspects Coralie 
Cairns and John Sproule headline 
this play by Australian writer Joanna 
Murray-Smith about a middle-aged 
woman whose world comes apart 
when her longtime husband leaves 
her for a much younger woman. The 
show also features rising young actors 
Celina Stachow and Daniela Vlaskalic 
as Sproule’s daughter and lover. 

Also on Tap: Kenneth Brown’s 
Garneau Kid, a fascinating account 
of his idyllic days in Edmonton as a 
child and his less-than-idyllic travels 
in eastern Europe as a young man; a 
revival of one of David Belke’s earli- 
est hits, The Reluctant Resurrection of 
Sherlock Holmes; and Neil Simon's 
deathless comedy The Odd Couple, 
co-produced with Teatro la Quindic- 
ina. (Jeff Haslam is Felix; Glenn Nel- 
son is Oscar.) 


TEATRO LA QUINDICINA 

Hot Ticket: Poki Talks! (April 
11-27): Jeff Haslam writes and per- 
forms this multimedia account of 
the tangled life and cluttered closet 
of his Eurotrash alter ego Poki 
Schvedtar—of all the interviews I'll 
have to conduct this season, this is 
far and away the one I’m most look- 


ing forward to. 

Watch for: On the Banks of the 
Nut (November 1-17): Actually, any 
new play by Stewart Lemoine auto- 
matically qualifies as a Hot Ticket as 
well, but there’s no way I’m reorgan- 
izing this article now. Leona Brausen, 
Jeff Haslam, Davina Stewart, Josh 
Dean and newcomer Briana Buck- 
master head up the cast of this new 
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comedy; Lemoine is unforthcoming 
about the premise, but I’m willing to 
believe the press kit when it promises 
plenty of elegance and sass. 

Also on Tap: The Odd Couple 
(see Shadow Theatre, above—and 
did I mention Coralie Cairns and 
Davina Stewart will play the 
Pigeon sisters?), and yet another 
new play from Stewart Lemoine, to 


New Play Cabarets 


premiere in February. “A terrifying 
Old World collusion of thigh-slap- 
ping whimsy and sensual grief,” 
reads the press release, prompting 
Poki Schvedtar (who, along with 
Suzanna Patchouli, hosted the 
Teatro/Shadow launch) to cheerful- 
ly remark, “Sounds like bullshit to 
me!” Although that may have just 
been the Cuba Libres talking. © 
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| see Paris, | see France z 5 


Don't pay for a 
plane to Paris, go 
to the museum! 


By MAUREEN FENNIAK 


aris in spring may sound like a 
p::. idea, but for anyone who's 
put it into practice—myself, 
twice—it is a ludicrously expensive 
., one. A city whose cultural identity is 
‘largely constructed 
prior to arrival via 
postcards, fridge 
magnets and snow- 
globes, Paris neverthe- 
~ less occupies a place in the 
collective imagination as the preem- 
’ inent icon of culture and urban 
sophistication. 

The monuments of Paris, archi- 
tectural history's cliché classics like 
the Eiffel Tower, Notre Dame, the 
Arc de Triomphe, are as familiar to 
North Americans (even those 
who've travelled no further than 
their living rooms) as the Golden 
Arches. From its patisseries to its 
perfumes, its baguettes and boho 
poets, Paris, the City of Lights (more 
properly, the City of Mirrors—I had- 
n’t seen so many since my last 
sojourn to West Edmonton Mall) is 
a city we've all visited a million 
times through the movies, books, 
poems and paintings it inspires. 
Even before getting off the plane 
and paying five bucks to use the toi- 
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lette (and another $10 for a cup of 
coffee) you know where your going, 
if not exactly where you are. 

Hemmingway’s moveable feast 
and the site of Baudelaire’s fleurs des 
mal, Paris isn’t just a place, it’s a state 
of mind. And this makes it particular- 
ly appropriate as an art historical des- 
tination. Opening June 9 at the 
Provincial Museum is Edouard 
Cortés, (1882-1969) Paris and 
the French Countryside Revealed. 
In collaboration with the Renoir 
Foundation for the Arts 
and the Simic Gal- 
leries, the Provincial 
Museum presents an 
exhibition of more than 
200 Impressionist and post-Impres- 
sionist works which feature paintings 
by some of history’s most famous 
practitioners in the style, including 
Renoir and Emile Pissarro. 





France and Edmonton? 


The only North American site for 
this traveling show (next destina- 
tion: France), the Provincial Muse- 
um has created a unique exhibition 
environment, animating the space 
with music, flowers, trees and archi- 
tectural elements that elaborate a 
setting reminiscent of a Parisian 
boulevard. The street life of Paris, 


after all, was the principle subject of | 
much Impressionism. The centre of | 


the art world in the second half of 
the 19th century in Europe, Paris 
epitomized the modern city. With 
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its architecture, state of the art 
transportation system and sweeping 
boulevards, it set the standards for 
20th century urban life and became 
a cultural icon. 

“Part of the philosophy of a 
museum is to create a cultural and 
historical context for artworks and 
artifacts,” says Tim Willis, the muse- 
um’s assistant exhibition director. 
“This is a major exhibition that con- 
tinues the focus of the museum's 
millennium programming, which is 
a focus on human, as opposed to 
strictly natural, history. Like Anno 
Domini and the exhibitions that 
focused on China, Tibet and Syria, 
this show, like the upcoming Big Six- 
ties, gives audiences another a win- 
dow on the world.” 

Edouard Cortés, the son of a 
painter for the Spanish court, 
achieved early success in 1899 at 
the ripe age of 17. His work docu- 
ments a Paris that signifies all the 
elements that fuel its power to com- 
pel the romantic imagination. But 
the exhibition also includes numer- 
ous interior scenes and landscapes. 
Cortés’s vision is supplemented by 
the work of other artists who influ- 
enced his own practice, which 
helps elaborate the historical 
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Suicide is aimless 


An Evening of One-Acts * Wal- 
terdale Theatre * reVUE Anton 
Chekhov once famously remarked 
that if you bring a gun onstage in the 
first act of a play, you had better fire it 
by the time the final act is over. First- 
time playwright William Cramer's 
Bang}, the first of two new short plays 
that premiered last week at the Wal- 
terdale as part of their annual Evening 
of One-Acts, has been conceived in 
stark defiance of Chekhov's rule. 

The play takes place in the shabby 
apartment of Jeff (Philip Jagger), a 
young man who keeps beginning a 
strange ritual—playing a mournful 
piece of classical music on the stereo, 
taking out a shoebox from its hiding 
place underneath his couch, reaching 
into the box to extract an unseen 
object—only to have his routine dis- 
rupted by a variety of intruders. His 
landlady wants his rent cheque, a shy, 
pretty girl from the apartment above 
Jeff's brings by a pot of curry, a rowdy 
friend invites him out for a wild night of 
drinking. It quickly becomes obvious 
that Jeff simply wants to be left alone so 
that he can spread out a few garbage 
bags on the floor and shoot himself in 
the head with the gun he keeps hidden 
in the shoebox. Each time he repeats 
his meticulous pre-suicide ritual back 
from the beginning only to be inter- 
rupted yet again—this happens some- 
thing like half a dozen times—the 








moment he sought to represent. 

Contemptuous of convention 
and consequently long at the fringes 
of “official” culture, it’s ironic that 
the Impressionists have achieved 
their now privileged status in art 
museums, institutions and corpo- 
rate collections given the radically 
anti-institutional origins of the 
movement. Nonetheless, the 
Impressionist style, with its watery 
light and vibrant surfaces, has 
achieved broad popular appeal, 


audience's impatience mounts. 

It’s hard to tell what effect Cramer 
is trying to achieve with this play. The 
notion of a guy who feels he’s so alone 
in the world that he wants to kill him- 
self, only to have the outside world 
intrude on him so relentlessly that he 
can’t find enough free time to actually 
pull the trigger, is pretty funny; at the 
same time, though, the prevailing 
tone is so sombre I’m not sure if we're 
meant to laugh at all. Is Cramer play- 
ing with the audience’s expectations? 
Just when we reach the point where 
we're so frustrated that we’re actually 
rooting for Jeff to kill himself, he has 
Jeff decide he wants to live after all. 
(Whatever tone the play is going for, 
Jagger's very odd, arrhythmic perform- 
ance doesn’t give us any clues.) 

More successful at straddling the 
line between comedy and drama was 
Dale Wilson's On the Subject of..., 
about three homeless people meeting 
unhappy fates in the back alley behind 
a pizza joint. There’s Jimmy, a fast-talk- 
ing bum whose delusions go out of 
control after an unsuccessful attempt 
at holding up the pizza place armed 
with a rock; Sid, a kind-hearted but 
slow-witted alcoholic who Jimmy more 
or less watches out for; and Varona, a 
feisty bag lady who gets reluctantly 
drawn into their relationship. 

The play is a little overwritten and 
its portrayal of street people (especial- 
ly Varona) feels a little secondhand, 
but Wilson generates a lot of comic 
energy in the exchanges between 
Jimmy and Sid—a guy who thinks he’s 
a lot smarter than he actually is and a 
guy whose handicap doesn’t prevent 
the occasional smart observation from 
slipping out of his mouth. (When 
Jimmy starts raving about how the 
Mafia is going to drop him out of a 
12th-storey window for the pizza-joint 
heist, Sid innocently asks why they'd 
go to the trouble of dragging him up 
to me 12th floor instead of just shoot- 


because, well, the paintings just 
look so good. 

“Unlike a lot of art that people 
can have a hard time connecting 
with,” Willis says, “Impressionism 
of art has an emotional power that 
evokes a very tangible sense of time 
and place.” © 


_ Edouard Cortés, ( 1882-1969) Paris 
and the French Countryside Reveale. 

Provincial Museum of Alberta © 
June 9 to Sept 3 






ing him right there in the alley.) 

The play ends on a tragic note that 
doesn’t quite work, and yet | admired 
how quickly Wilson raises the stakes for 
his characters—for Jimmy, it takes less 
than 15 minutes for this pathetic 
botched robbery to become a life-or- 
death situation, and he'll use any 
weapon at hand to ensure his “safety.” 
On the Subject of... doesn’t contain any 
guns, but Wilson expands Chekhov's 
rule to include hockey sticks. 


Fringe immersion 


2001 Fringe Cabaret « Arts Barns « 
Sat, June 9 © preVUE judging from 
the lineup at this year’s Fringe 
Cabaret—which has become one of the 
Fringe Festival’s most reliable bell- 
wethers—the hot shows at this August's 
Fringe will involve the talents Stewart 
Lemoine, David Belke, Marty Chan, 
generic theatre and lots of drag queens. 

You hardly need a crystal ball to 
figure that out, but you do need to 
attend the Fringe Cabaret this Satur- 
day if you want to catch a sneak peek 
at scenes from some of this year’s most 
promising Fringe shows. (Alternatively, 
you could have simply attended the 
Fringe 10 years ago—David Belke’s hit 
Blackpool and Parrish and the Stewart 
Lemoine perennial Cocktails at Pam’s 
are both being remounted.) Other 
shows performing at the Cabaret: 
generic’s Venus Rising, Julianna Barclay 
and Sian Williams's Coop Dreams, Jared 
Matsunaga-Turnbull and Elyne Quan’s 
children’s show Lig and Bittle and THE- 
ATrePUBLIC’s adaptation of Dickens's 
The Old Curiosity Shop. 

A performance by the Dead Rats 
(stars of last summer's Fringe hit Dead 
Rats in Garageland), the unveiling of 
this year’s Fringe mascot and a look 
back at the last 20 years of the Fringe 
will round out the evening. Tickets are 
$25 and can be purchased by calling 
448-9000. © 
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ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 
10186-106 Street, 488-6611. 
MAKINGTHINGS@ACAD: New works by sen- 
ior students of the Alberta College of Art 
and Design in Calgary. Until June 16. *DIS- 
COVERY GALLERY: EDMONTON NEEDLE- 
CRAFT GUILD EXHIBITION: Annual members' 
exhibition. Until June 9. 


ART BEAT GALLERY AND FRAME 8 
Mission Ave., St. Albert, 459-3679. Acrylic 
paintings by Angela Grootelaar. New works 
in watercolour by Thomas Love and Mel 
Heathby. Portraits of Ukrainian heritage by 
Mi Ma. Sculpture by Eduino Sousa and Ken 
Li. Until June 15, 


BAGEL TREE CAFE 10354-82 Ave., 439- 
9604. STILL LIFE: A show of recent works by 
Chris Carson. Until July. 


BEARCLAW GALLERY 10403-124 St., 
482-1204. Prints and paintings by Daphne 
Qdjig and book launch of Odjig: The Art of 
Daphne Odjig, 1960-2000. june 9-20. 
Opening reception SAT, June 9, 2-4pm. 


CENTRE D'ARTS VISUELS DE L'ALBERTA 
20, 8627-91 St., 461-3427. ARABESQUE: 
Roma Newcome (watercolours), Gail 
Praharenka (acrylic and oil paintings), 
Patricia Trudeau (oil paintings), Diane Roy 
(jewellery). Until June 13. 


CITY ARTS CENTRE 10943-84 Avenue, 
496-6955. ART SHOW AND SALE: Art creat- 
ed by the students and instructors at the 
City Arts Centre. June 15-17. Fri, Jun 15, 
6-9pm; SAT, June 16, 10am-6pm; SUN, 
June 17, 12-4pm. 


DOUGLAS UDELL GALLERY 10332-124 
St., 488-4445. NEW WORK: New figurative 
sculptures by Alan Reynolds. Until June 16. 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir 
Winston Churchill Square, 422-6223, 
www.eag.org. *Open: Mon-Wed and Fri 
10:30am-Spm; Thu 10:30am-8pm; Sat, 
Sun and hols 11am-Spm. *METAMORPHO- 
SIS; A survey of works by Calgary artist 
Marion Nicoll, a pioneer of lern art in 
Canada. Until June 26. *SALVATION!: 
Various artworks by local and regional 
artists, Until June 26. eAN ECLECTIC VISION- 
ALBERTA ART FROM THE 1930s TO THE 
1970s; Historical works from the collections 
of The Edmonton Art Gallery and The 
Alberta Foundation for the Arts. Until June 
26. *MARIAN DALE SCOTT, 1906-1993: 
Pioneer of modern art. Retrospective exhi- 
bition. Until June 10, *REVOLVE: Works b' 
Catherine Burgess, Judith Schwarz, Martha 
Townsend. Until June 10. *THE KITCHEN: 
NO WORD OF A LIE: Works by Cindy Baker. 
Until June 10. *NEW EYES: An education 
and exhibition space to assist with school 
tour programs. Interactive space about art 
and travel. Until June 25. eCHILDREN'S 
GALLERY: AN ELEPHANT IN THE FOREST: 
THE SPIRITUAL ART OF EMILY CARR: Until 
June 24. eAdmission: $5 adult; $3 
student/senior; $2 ages 6-12, kids under 6 
free. Free on THU after 4pm. 


ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO AND 
GALLERY 12419 Soy, Plain Road, 482- 
1402. *Open: Tue-Sat 10am-Spm. *SUR- 
FACING: Exhibition of textile art by the 
grou Surface Matters. eating Bale, 
Carol Daoust, Melissa Daoust, Margie 
Davidson, Mary Holdgrafer, Betty Manuel, 
ee ea and a bai Also showing: 
gold and silver jewe Wayne 
Mackenzie and Janet ‘Stein’ Wood boxes by 
Henry Schlosser and John Morel. Until June 
2. Until June 29. 


FAB GALLERY 1-1 Fine Arts Building, 
University of Alberta, 112 Street, 89 
Avenue, 492-2081. *Open: Tue-Fri 10am- 
Spm; Sun 2-Spm. *CADENCE: Printmaking 
exhibit of senior and graduate students and 
staff. Until June 10, ©THE MARGIN: Fumiko 
Goto, printmaking exhibit, the final visual 
Presentation for the degree of Master of 
Fine Arts in Printmaking. Until June 10. 


FIRST IMPRESSIONS GLASS STUDIO 

146 Grandin Park Plaza, St. Albert. *Open 
Mon-Fri 10am: ; Sat 10am-Spm. 
WHAT'S IN A FLOWER: Watercolour and wax 
paintings by Sheilagh Knox. Until June 30. 


FORT DOOR 10308-81 Avenue, 432- 
7535. Selection of quill baskets by various 
Mohawk Indian and Ojibway Indian artists. 
Moosehair tufting by Jessie Wastasticoot. 
West Coast Indian silver and gold jewell 
by B. Wilson. Eskimo Soapstone carvings 
|. Appagaq. Until June 30. i 
Why ji 432-0240. Open ": Dalh 
V 40, 21 8 
-6pm. Closed Sunday. IDEE mae oil 
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paintings by Dean Smale. Until June 30. 


GALLERY 124 10240-124 St., 488-4575. 
*Open: Tue-Sat 10-Spm. *NEW PERSPEC- 
TIVES: New works from twelve gallery 
artists including Tina Martel, Rolf Krohn, 
Victoria French, Brian Zheng, Marie 
Cormack, Alamgir Huque, Igor Postash 
Until June 20. 


THE GALLERY WALK ASSOCIATION OF 
EDMONTON “Gallery Walk Area” between 
Jasper Avenue at 123 St. and Stony Plain 
Road at 124 St. THE ART OF YOUTH: A 
juried exhibition of new art works of 
Edmonton Public School students. SAT, 
June 16, 10am-Spm. The seven shows fea- 
tured are: *BEARCLAW GALLERY 10403- 
124 St., 482-1204. *The artwork of stu- 
dents in Grades 10-12 from Amiskwacij 
Academy. *Exhibition of paintings and 
prints by Daphne Odjig as well as sale of 
the newly released art book Odjig: The Art 
of Daphne Odjig, 1960-2000. 
*BUGERA/KMET GALLERIES 12310 Jasper 
Ave., 482-2854. #A variety of artwork 
including painting and sculpture by Scona 
High School students. *SURFACES: A two- 
person show by Vancouver artist Alain Attar 
and Calgary artist Peter Deacon, *DOU- 
GLAS UDELL GALLERY 10332-124 St., 
488-4445. #Art work of students from 
Oliver School, Nellie McClung Program 
grades 1-9, *Exhibition of work by gallery 
artists including Antonio Murado, Tony 
Scherman, David Robinson, Caio Fonseca, 
Paul Murasko, Jeff Graham, and Paul 
Fournier. *ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO 
AND GALLERY 12419 Stony Plain Rd., 
482-1402. #A juried show of two and three 
dimensional work Jasper Place Composite 
tp School Art Students. SAT, June 16. 
*Also showing silver and fold jewellery by 
Wayne Mackenzie and janet Stein. *FRONT 
GALLERY 12312 Jasper Ave., 488-2952. 
Paintings, drawings and sculptures by the 
students of Virginia Park School. June 16. 
*UP CLOSE AND WILD: New paintings of by 
Judy Hamilton. June 8-22. *SCOTT 
GALLERY 10411-124 St., 488-3619. 
Paintings, prints and ceramics by the stu- 
dents of Glenora School, grades 1-6. 
*SMALL STORIES-SHORT SONNETS: Artworks 
by Maureen Harvey. June 16-July 3. 
Opening reception: SAT, June 16, including 
a demonstration by the artist. *WEST END 
GALLERY 12308 jasper Ave., 488-4892. 
Artworks of the students from Victoria 
School. June 9, *FROM THE GARDEN: A 
collection of recent works by Nixie Barton, 
Claudette Castonguay, Nancy Day, Brent 
Laycock, Mary Pavey, Robert Savignac, 

and Claude A. Simard, that honour the 
season of flowers. 


GENERATIONS GALLERY 5411-51 Street, 
Stony Plain, 963-2777. *Open: Mon-Sat 
10am-4pm; Sun 10am-6: 30pm. *CONVER- 
GENCE/DIVERGENCE: Ceramics by Ed 
Bamiling and Tony Bloom. Until June 18. 
*GALLERY DINING ROOM: eWatercolours 
by Ida Prefontaine. Until June 10. 

*Mixed media works by Byron McBride. 
June 13-July 22. 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 Street, 
426-4180. *Open: Mon-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 
12-4pm. *MEDICATE: Nicole Sanches uses 
scopic imagery and found objects to illus- 
trate our need for information and knowl- 
edge. Until June 16. *FRONT ROOM: *OUT 
OF THE SHADOWS: Various works creating a 
stronger awareness of mental health in 
society. Until june 16. 


JOHNSON GALLERY 7711-85 St. *Open: 
Mon-Fri 9am-5:30pm; Sat 9am-Spm. Oil 
pelntiogsy Dennis Clark, watercolours 

vy Elizal Hibbs, Jim Painter and Linda 
Nelson. Pottery by Noburo Kubo. Until 
June 30. 


JOHNSON GALLERY 11817-80 St. 
*Open: Tue-Fri: 9:30am-5:30pm; Sat 
9:30am-4pm. Oil Painbngs by Mary 
Pemberton, alts) Myles MacDonald, 
Toti and Wendy Risdale. Pottery by Peggy 
Haire. Until June 30. 


LATITUDE 53 10137-104 St., 423-5353. 
*Open: Tue-Fri 10am-6pm; Sat 11am-Spm. 
*PROJEX ROOM: RUNNING DOWN A 
ROAD AND WALKING BACK: Mixed media 
sculptures created from textiles and acrylic 
paint by Richard Boulet. Until June 9. *ART- 
WORK FROM THE SECURING HOPEFUL 
FUTURES PROGRAM: Artwork from youth 
participants of the Securing Hopeful 
Futures Program. Until June 9. *Manulife 
Place, 2nd Floor. 53 TIES: An evening of 
frivolity and functional fashion. Tie auction 
including tie-makers Manwoman, Laurie 
Greenwood, Spyder Yardley-Jones, John 


Freeman, Graham Peacock and man’ 
others. SAT, June 9, 7pm. TIX: $5 adv., $7 
@ door. Advandce tickets @ Latitude 53. 


Proceeds to support Latitude 53's programs 
and services. » 
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MCMULLEN GALLERY University of 
Alberta Hospital (East-entrance, main floor), 
8440-112 St., 407-7152-*Open: Mon-Fri 
10am-8pm, Sat-Sun 1-8pm. BRIDGING A 
NEW CENTURY: Exhibit of Alberta Society of 
Artists members’ artwork. Past, present, and 
future come together in this show as the 
A.S.A. celebrates their 70th anniversary 
with an exhibit of current juried works, and 
a retrospective of work by past members. 
June 9-August 19. 


PARIS MARKET, LE PETIT SALON 
Upstairs, 10363-104 St, 424-2511. *Open: 
Wed-Sun 10am-Spm. New works by Jason 
Muirhead, Out of the Shadows Artist's 
Collective and J.S. Koz. Until June 30. 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 
Perron Street, St. Albert, 460-4310. «Open: 
Tue-Sat 10-Spm. Thu until 8pm, BRUSHING 
THE SURFACE: Roger Belley and Joanna 
Drummond. Until June 29. 


ROWLES AND COMPANY LTD Mezz. 
Level, 10130-103 Street, 426-4035. Open: 
Mon-Fri 9am-Spm; Sat 12-Spm. Featuring 
watercolours by Frances Alty-Arscott, Barb 
Brooks and Sigrid Behrens. Oils by Audrey 
Pfannmuller and George Schwindt. Acrylics 
by Steve Mitts, Elaine Tweedy, David 
Seghers and Angela Grootelaar. Sculptural 
metal tables and stands by Roselio Menz 
Handcarved carousel horses by Shaun 
O'Brien. Blown glass by Darren Petersen, 
Brian Kelk and Cheryl Takacs. *Westin 
Hotel: Watercolours by John Freeman. 
*Harvest Room, Hotel MacDonald. Acrylics 
by Steve Mitts. 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 Street, 488- 
3619. Open: Tue-Sat 10am-Spm. Rotating 
exhibition featuring work by gallery artists. 


SNAP GALLERY 10137-104 Street, 423- 
1492. Open: Tue-Sat 12-Spm. ANIMA 
MUNDI/WORLD SOUL; Mixed media instal- 
lation by John Graham with prints and 
books, Until June 9. 


STRATHCONA PLACE CENTRE 10831 
University Avenue, 433-5807. *Open Mon- 
Fri 9am-4pm. Acrylic landscape paintings 
by Helmut Schroer. June 11-Aug. 2. Open 
house: WED, June 13, 6:30pm. 


THE STUDIO GALLERY 143 Grandin Park 
Plaza, St. Albert, 460-5990. *Open: 
Mon-Fri 10am-6pm; Sat 10am-Spm. 
DIVERSE PALETTE: Works by gallery artists. 
Until June 30. 


SUGAR BOWL CAFE 10922-88 Avenue, 
433-8369. THE MORTAL SING: Photography 
by Francis A. Willey. Until June 22. 


SUSSEX GALLERIES 290 Saddleback Rd., 
988-2266. Pastels, acrylic paintings, oils, 
watercolours, Japanese Chigiri-e, and 
Oriental ink works by Fran Cuyler, Sylvia 
Dubrule, Frank Haddock, Shirley Kinneberg, 
Lewis Lavoie, Susanne Loutas, Leonie Poole 
and others. Until June 30. 


UPSTAIRS GALLERY/GREAT BEAR 
FRAMING 2nd Floor, 11631-105 Avenue, 
452-8906. *TREE OF LIFE: Etchings, wood- 
cut prints and drawings by Tadeusz 
Warszynski. *UNFOLDING: Etching, 
lithographic prints by Karen Dugas. 

Until July 14. 


VANDERLEELIE GALLERY 10344-134 
Street, 452-0286. *Open: Tue-Sat 
11am-Spm. EIGHT EUROPEANS: 
International group show featuring figura- 
tive paintings, abstract woodcuts an 
ceramic works from the Netherlands and 
Belgium. Until June 19. 


WEST END 12308 jasper Avenue, 488- 
4892. «Open: Tue-Sat 10am-Spm. *MUST 
BE SPRING: Photo-realistic floral paintings 
by Glen Semple. Until June 8. *FROM THE 
GARDEN: A collection of recent works that 
honour the season of flowers. Works by 
Nixie Barton, Claudette Castonguay, Nancy 
Day, Brent Laycock, Mary Pavey Robert 
Savignac and Claude A. Simard. June 9-30. 


VINOK WORLDANCE Chateau Louis 
Conference Centre, Grand Ballroom, 11727 
Kingsway, 454-3739. SAT 16 (6pm): Ports 
of Call-A Fun Fantasy Cruise: Featuring Vinok 
forming dances from different cultures. 
‘undraising dinner and silent auction in 
support of Vinok Worldance. TIX: $35. 


BROKEN HORSES BROKEN HEARTS 
Celebrations Dinner Theatre, The Oasis 
ener Hotel, 13103 Fort Road, 

. A western comedy. Dusty Vall 
a charming little place where the sis aed 
pretty and the boys think so too. Meet 
spur-crossed lovers, capture the true spirit 
of the wild west and see the dance of 
death. Until July 28. Wed-Sun. 


CHIMPROV The New Varscona Theatre, 
10329-83 Avenue, 448-0695. ®| SAT 


DIE-NASTY The Varscona Theatre, 10329- 
83 Avenue. Edmonton's long-running, live, 
improvised soap Opera strides into its tenth 
year presenting a season set in the glorious 
days of the Roman Empire circa 67 A.D 
Every Monday. TIX: $8 or $5 with brand 
new Die-Nasty membership card ($25). 


A MEDIEVAL FEAST The Celtic Hall, 
Golfdome, 10104-32 Avenue, 430-3663 
Interactive event with music, theatre, Irish 
dancers and jugglers. june 8, 6:30pm 
(door), 7:45pm (dinner) 


NEXTFEST 2001 453-2440. *@Roxy 
Theatre, 10708-124 St. 453-2440. New 
plays: *Higher Ground by Jon Kolskog. 
*Code Word: Time by Leah Simone Bowen. 
Lord of Your Fly by Grant Tilly. *Pigeon by 
Kim Kuhteubl. * Suspension by Kari Olsen. 
*@Integration: Pilates and Open Space. 
*Carolyn's Court. Collective creation by the 
Theatre Yes Young Company. ¢/n Transit by 
Marya Folinsbee. *Musical theatre: 
*Catharsis by Multi-Youth Productions. 
*New Play Cabarets: «Xtra Large Shorts, 
NeXtFest collection of brief works curated 
by Matt Kowalchuk. ¢True North Energy 
Digital Video Program. Facilitated by 
Clinton Carew in collaboration with Film 
and Video Arts Society (FAVA). TIX: $5.50 
all shows; $11 day pass; $25 festival pass; 
many free events. Until June 10. 


SINGIN' IN THE RAIN Mayfield Dinner 
Theatre, 16615-109 Avenue, 483-4051 
World-famous silent movie stars are con- 
fronted by the advent of "talking pictures" 
and have to convert their new romantic 
adventure movie into a musical. The prob- 
lem is that the beautiful female star has a 
voice that could scare an elephant! Until 
July 1. TIX: from $39 


THE SONG IS YOU Kaasa Theatre, Lower 
level Jubilee Auditorium, 451-8000. By 
Colin MacLean. Presented by Edmonton 
Musical Theatre. Musical revue. June 7-9, 
12-16, 8pm. TIX: $20 @ TicketMaster. 


TELL ME ON A SUNDAY Millennium 
Centre, Red Deer, (403) 342-4711, 1-888- 
744-4711. Musical by Andrew Lloyd 
Webber. A one-act, one-woman musical 
staring Sandra-Leah Page as a young 
English girl who seeks her fortune in New 
York as a hat designer and falls in love with 
four different men. June 7-10, 8pm; Sun 
matinee 2pm. TIX: $14 adult, $10 stu- 
dent/senior, $6 kids 12 and under. Adv. 
tickets @ Millennium Centre Box Office. 








THAT '70S DISASTER SHOW Jubilations 
Dinner Theatre, WEM, 484-2424. Ever have 
one of those days when everything seems 
to go wrong? Earthquakes, hurricanes, tow- 
ering infernos, nuclear accidents all join 
together for a great night of family fun 
Until June 24 


THEATRESPORTS New Varscona Theatre, 
10329-83 Avenue, 448-0696. *Every FRI 
(11pm): Presented by Rapid Fire Theatre. 


THE WIZ Timms Centre for the Arts, U of 
A Campus, 451-8000. By L. Frank Baum 
Presented by ELOPE. A contemporary 
retelling of The Wizard of Oz. June 7-16, 
8pm; June 10, 2pm. TIX: $15-$25 @ 
TicketMaster. 


"audience 
paralysed 
with 
laughter" 
"a comedic 
master" 


"comic 


genius" 


"a stream 
of brilliant 
topical wit" ‘ 


NEXT WEEKEND! 


The Citadel’s 
MacLab Theatre 
Friday & Saturday 
June 15&16-8pm 


Reserved Seating $26 
(GST & Facility S/C incl.) 


Citadel Box Office: 425-1820 
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By ROCKIE GARDINER 









ARIES (Mar 20-Apr 19): This could easily be the week when everything you've been 
working towards comes to a head. An enormous amount of positive energy is being 
directed to your Mars ruler from a combination of the creative sun and expansive 
Jupiter in Gemini. Even if you encounter some opposition in the form of constructive criti- 
cism or suggestions for a viable alternative, none of it is meant to thwart you or undermine 
your cause. In fact, midweek would be an excellent time to promote a project, publish your 


manifesto and sell your stuff. 

Because the vocal opposition between aggressive Mars and the “| see both sides of 

the argument” Gemini planets takes place across your financial axis, you probably 
should wait until the more bombastic elements of this confrontation blow over. Also, while 
your Venus ruler is under Neptune's spell next Thursday, your interpretation of reality is col- 
ored by faith and fantasy. Unless your relationship with your boss is based on romance or 
religion, you're kidding yourself. Or scamming somebody? 

theirs this week. Not only is the Gemini sun, which is merging with benevolent 

Jupiter for the first time in 12 years, dispensing wisdom and wealth in great meas- 
ure, but passionate Mars in your marriage house is making your heart beat faster and your 
hormones surge. Rollicking enthusiasm and optimism over a change in attitude or life path 


you're about to undergo can be infectious. However, should your partner dare think other- 
wise, a major battle may ensue. Be smart, don't be a smart-aleck. 









TAURUS (Apr 20-May 20): Is this really the week you intend to ask for a raise? 







GEMINI (May 21-June 20); A memorable birthday for Twins who are celebrating 









CANCER (June 21-July 22): Your fairy godparent/confessor/shrink might have 
<q: retreated from plain sight; nonetheless, you are still under his or her protective 
Qs. wing. While expansive Jupiter and the Gemini sun conjunct in your reclusive twelfth 
house, good opportunities are gestating, waiting to be born when Jupiter enters Cancer next 
month. However, you could run into a snag this week at work or difficulties if you're working 
out. Try to keep cool when other people are losing their tempers or coming on too strong. 
You don’t have to play their game. 







mous Jupiter—in your Gemini house of hopes, wishes and the friends who help them 
materialize, i.e., your social and political allies. Their meeting on the 14th is the luck- 
iest planetary aspect of them all. Because Gemini complements Leo so well, the air fueling the 
fire, there shouldn’t be a problem. Unless you’re competing with a Mars-ruled Scorpio or an 
Aries who isn’t particularly friendly with your friends. Then emotions could reach a fever pitch. 


SU™: (July 23-Aug 22): Big doings—the annual merger of your sun ruler and magnani- 







which way the wind blows. From where you sit, it may seem that your best bet is to 
opt for the goodies promised when the sun and generous Jupiter meet in your airy 
Gemini midheaven. That would be greater prestige, promotions and an opportunity to 
spread your influence. Or you could watch your boss or a parent succeed in their profes- 
sions. However, you might just as easily be seduced by a passionate plea from home in a 
cause that touches your heart and sets your mind ablaze. Oh, be careful around fire. 


TQ (Aug 23-Sept 22): This week you just might need a weathervane to know 










Y oy Sane (Sept 23-Oct 22): You can avoid engaging in the mental gymnastics that 
your Gemini and Sagittarius friends are going through and still benefit from the 
results of their competition. As long as you don’t travel or hang in cyberspace with 
either sign for any length of time, you'll be fine. Whatever happens, it’s between them. The 
only danger comes on the 14th when your Venus ruler lets you succumb to a pretty melody, a 
wonderful wine and an overactive imagination. Or to the gas fumes escaping from the stove 







ing confrontation and moreover, that there’s a part in the upcoming drama for you 

to play. Rather than “protagonist,” how about settling for “line judge”? This way, 
you can temper emotional involvement with a philosophical attitude and foresight, charac- 
teristics that come from having both Of your ruling planets in Sagittarius, the sign of the 
Sage. The dispute and its resolution will come to a head when the sun and Jupiter oppose 
your Mars co-ruler on the 12th and 13th. 


My (Oct 23-Nov 21): The last thing you want to hear is news of an impend- 






cursed and blessed as your Jupiter ruler and the sun face off against provocative 
Mars in your sign, not to mention oppose your natal sun. Be very careful with sharp 
implements, machinery and fire; you don’t want to hurt yourself or wind up cursing the 
gods. But if you need a boost of energy, these dynamic oppositions could be the ticket. The 
upside of this planetary picture is bountiful Jupiter embracing the Gemini sun, a marriage 
made in corporate/academic/athletic heaven. 


x SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22-Dec 21): Archers born in mid-December are simultaneously 











CAPRICORN (Dec 22-Jan 20): Work, the dues you actually pay to work out, co-work- 
ers and health professionals such as your pet’s vet all fall into your sixth house of serv- 
ice. That's where the powerful combination of the Gemini sun and lucky Jupiter lands 
on your solar chart, “Bigger and better” is this duo’s motto, so whether you’re shelling out bucks 
or raking them in, expect to go beyond the usual limits you've set for yourself. Also expect more 
than what you usually get from others—i.e., genuine enthusiasm and philosophical discourse. 








AAA Zrou8RtUs (Jan 21-Feb 18); Mid-February Aquarians are being set up to receive yet 
WAG good stuff, but not for another week. So if you’re dazzled by all the attention 

you're getting or the excellence you're exhibiting, especially on the playing field, you ain’t 
seen nothing yet. You will, however, have a clue once the sun and jupiter meet in your Gemini 
house of fun and games, risk and romance on the 14th. From that point on, the stakes get bigger 
and the rewards more impressive. Until then, make a wish or two that dreams really do come true. 











PISCES (Feb 19-Mar 19): Read for Virgo. Your dilemma could be similar, although the 
specifics may vary. The goodies being promised will probably come from the family or 
be related to home and real estate, while the flames that ignite a passion may stem from 
some aspect of your work or be inspired by a client or your boss. However, gossip can be as dan- 
gerous to you as fire is to a Virgo. But because your Neptune ruler is the focus of Venus’s devo- 
] tion, you'll have lots of beauty and romance in your life. Naturally, people are bound to talk. @ 
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For a FREE listing, fax 426-2889 or 
e-mail listings@vue.ab.ca. 


Deadline is 3 pm Friday. 


DISPI SEUMS 


DEVONIAN BOTANIC GARDEN 5 km 
North of Edmonton on Hwy 60, 987-3054. 
*Open weekends. Authentic Japanese ce 
den, nature trail, 80 acres of connecte 
ardens. TIX: $5.75 adult; $4.50 senior; 
ree to kids under 4. 


JOHN JANZEN NATURE CENTRE Fox Dr, 
Whitemud Dr., 496-2939. open Weekdays 
9am-4pm; Weekends/hols 1-4pm. 
*Weekend Adventures, drop-in activities: 1- 
4pm weekends and holidays. *Animals as 
Architects: Interactive display for all ages. 


MCKAY AVENUE SCHOOL 10425-99 
Avenue, 422-1970. Archives and 

Museum located along the river valley 

on the Heritage Trail. Stroll in the Victorian- 
era park. 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM ‘St. Albert 
Place, 5 St. Anne Street, St. Albert. 
459-1528. *Open: Mon-Sat 10am-5pm; 
Sun: 1-Spm. *DISCOVERY ROOM: An 
interactive educational venue dedicated to 
children and families. Hear birdcalls, exam- 
ine the minerals in the mineral mine, watch 
live frogs, interact and play Predator-the 
foodchain game. *LASTING LEGACY: SER- 
VICE TO OTHERS: The lives of the Grey 
Nuns from the beginning of the Order, 
their role in religious and medical services, 
the daily routine of a Grey Nun in the 
1950s, and the role of the Order in today's 
community. June 7-July 8. Admission: 
Suggested donation $2. 


MUTTART CONSERVATORY 9626-96A 
Street, 496-8755. *Open Mon-Fri 9am- 
6pm; Sat-Sun 11am-6pm. FUCHSIA FOUN- 
TAINS: Until June 10. TIX: $5 adult, $4 sen- 
ior/ youth/student, $2.50 kid, $15 family. 


PROVINCIAL MUSEUM OF ALBERTA 
12845-102 Avenue, 453-9100, 453-9131. 
www.pma.edmonton.ab.ca. eOpen: Daily 
9am-Spm. *SYNCRUDE CANADA ABORIGI- 
NAL PEOPLES GALLERY: Spans 11,000 years 
and 500 generations, people of the past 
and present, recordings, film, lights, arti- 
facts and more. Permanent exhibit. * THE 
HABITAT GALLERY: Glimpse the lakes, 
forests, prairies and animals of Alberta. 
Permanent exhibit. eTHE NATURAL HIS- 
TORY GALLERY: *BUG ROOM: Live inverte- 
brate display. Permanent. * THE BIRD 
GALLERY: Mounted birds. Permanent. *ART 
OUT OF SUDAN: Until July 2. SUN 10 (2- 
4pm): Slide show and exhibition tour. Meet 
artist and curator of Art out of Sudan, Ray 
Dirks. *EDOUARD CORTES: 1882-1969 PARIS 
AND THE FRENCH COUNTRYSIDE REVEALED: 
Accompanied by the original works of 
Renoir and other noted French painters. 
June 9-Sept. 3. TIX: $8 adult; $6.50 senior; 
aay (7-17yrs); free kids 6 and under. 
$20 family (2 adults and kids between 7- 
17). Half-price Tues. 


REYNOLDS ALBERTA MUSEUM 2km 
West of Wetaskiwin, Hwy 13, 361-1351. 
*Open daily until open holiday Mon, ¢THE 
SPIRIT OF THE MACHINE: A collection of 
vehicles, aircraft, tractors and industrial 
machines. A tribute to mechanical genius. 
Enjoy the display galleries, observe muse- 
um-quality restoration in progress, or take a 

uided tour of hundreds of "diamonds in 
the rust" in the warehouse. 


RUTHERFORD HOUSE 11153 
Saskatchewan Drive, U of A Campus, 427- 
3995. eOpen Tue-Sun 12 noon-Spm. 
Costumed interpreters recreate daily house- 
hold activities. Admission: $3 adult, $2 sen- 
ior/youth, $8 family, kids 6 and under free. 


ARDEN THEATRE 5S St. Anne St., St. 

Albert, 459-1542, 451-8000. Charlotte's 

Web by E.B. White. Presented by The St. 

Albert Children's Theatre. FRI, June 8, 

7:30pm. TIX: $9.50 adult, $6.50 

yaa /senior @ TicketMaster, Arden 
eatre Box Office. 


CASTLE DOWNS LIBRARY 9 Lake 
Beaumaris Mall, 15333 Castle Downs 
Road, 496-1804. SAT 9 (2pm): Creative 
critters, Syrs+. 


CROMDALE SCHOOL 11240-79 St., 496- 
2966. *Open 8am-4:30pm. Community 
services summer Pregregy Programs and 
activities for kids in your neighbourhood. 
Until June 29. 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq., 422-6223. 
*Children's Gallery: An Elephant in the 
Forest. *Youth Drop-in studio, Sat, 3-Spm, 
$5, no ere tation: Saturday classes, 
for 4-1 6yr olds. 


INDIGO BOOKS MUSIC AND CAFE 
1837-99 Street, South Edmonton 

Common, 432-4488. *Every MON-FRI 
(2pm: Storytime. °E SAT (am): 
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Story time for dads and kids. (2pm): 
Father's Day craft. 


JASPER PLACE LIBRARY 9010-156 
Street, 496-1810. *Summer Readin 
Program-School Visits. *Every TUE (4-Spm): 
Play Acting-Readers' Theatre Workshop for 


Kids, 10-12yrs. Until June 12. Pre-register. 
*Every WEI 1a0pin): Family funtime, 2- 
6yrs. Until Aug. 29. Pre-register. 


LONDONDERRY LIBRARY Londonderry 
Mall, 137 Avenue, 66 Street, 496-1814. 
©496-6584, Summer Reading Program- 
School Visits, K-6. Until June 22. 


PENNY MCKEE LIBRARY Abbottsfield 
Mall, 3210-118 Avenue, 496-7839. SAT 16 
(2pm): Fairy tale summer. 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 
Perron Street, St. Albert, 460-4310. Every 
TUE (1:30-2:30pm): Start: Parent and 
Preschooler Program. Starting June 12. 
$4.50 fee. Pre-register. *Every SAT (1-4pm): 
Art-Ventures, 5-12yrs. *Arts and Heritage 
Day a July 16-20, 23-27, 30-Aug. 3, 
Aug. 6-10, 13-17. Half and full day camps 
mixing history and art. Pre-register. SAT 9 
(1-4pm): Art-Ventures; Glorious Gesso, $2 
donation, TUE 12 (1:30-2:30pm): Start: 
Parent and Preschooler Program: The Night 
Sky. Create a giewenethe cay picture 
based on the lights we see at night. $4.50. 
Pre-register. SAT 16 (1-4pm): Art-Ventures: 
Pounds of pulp. Create pressed pulp relief 
sculptures using recycled paper. 


RIVERBEND LIBRARY 460 Riverbend 
Square, Rabbit Hill Rd., Terwillegar Dr., 
944-5311. *Every TUE (10:30am): Summer 
Storytime, all ages. Until Aug. 27. Drop-in. 
*Every THU (7pm): Summer Storytime, all 
ages. June 7-August 30. Drop-in. 


THE SECOND STORY Mill Woods Town 
Centre, 2331-66 St., 413-6971. FRI 8 
(10:30am): Story time with Lori Almberg. 
SAT 9 (11am): Story time. SAT 9 (1:30pm): 
Story time with Val Dickau. SAT 9 
(11:30am): tommy crafts. SAT 9 (2pm): 
Youth writing club. Free. WED 13 
(10:30am): Storytime with Glen Penny. 


SOUTHGATE LIBRARY Southgate 
Shopping Centre, 496-1822. ©496-8339. 
Summer Reading Program-School Visits, K- 
6, Until June 23. *Every TUE (7pm): Teddy 
Bear Storytime, 3-Syrs. Until June 12. 


VALLEY ZOO 496-8787. SUN 17 Ku 
4pm): Father's vey icnic on the wild side. 


TIX: $18 family, $5.75 adult, $3.25 kid, 
$4.25 youth/senior. 

THE EDMONTON COMMUNITY NET- 
WORK ECN Lab, 6th Floor, Stanley A. 
Milner Library (7 Sir Winston Churchill 
pavers 414-5656, 414-5660. THU 14: (7- 
8:30pm): The Edmonton Communit) 
Network present free seminar by Bol 
Kenyon. Pre-register. 


THE EDMONTON COMMUNITY 
SHAMANIC DRUMMING CIRCLE 736- 
3780, 951-2324. Learn Shamanic journey- 
ing. Meet your power animals and guides. 
Weekly meetings. 


EXPRESSIONZ CAFE, MARKET AND 
MEETING PLACE 9142-118 Avenue, 474- 
6058. THU 14(Noon-1pm): Lunch Hour 
Talk: Ethical Funds? What are they and what 
good do they do? with Mike Couch. Free. 


IDYLWYLDE LIBRARY 8310-88 Avenue, 
(N. of Bonnie Doon Shopping Centre), 
439-9630, 987-2693. *Every second 

SAT of the month, 1pm. Secular 
Humanists of Edmonton (SHOE) leads a 
discussion group. 


INDIGO BOOKS MUSIC AND CAFE 
1837-99 Street, South Edmonton 
Common, 432-4488. *Every FRI (S- 
9:30pm): Intuitive card reading by Brett 
Murray. Session cost applies. 


MCDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 10086 
MacDonald Drive, 428-1818. THU 14 
(cstem): Lecture series Exploring Our 
Past: Historical Perspectives on Christianity. 
Dr. John Kitchen presents Raised From the 
Dung, an examination of the impact of 
the lives of saints on the early and middle 
ages of Christianity. TIX: $5 @ church 
office, @ door. 


NEWMAN THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE 
15611 St. Albert Trail, 447-2993. Biblical 
study, spirituality, Christian initiation, litur- 
gy. Through July. Pre-register. 


OPPORTUNITIES UNLIMITED NET- 
WORKING GROUP Edmonton Chamber 
of Commerce, 600, 10123-99 Street, 

W. door, 426-4620. FRI 8 (6:45-8:30am): 
Speaker Livia Stoyke presents dragSpace: 
A Web Space Experiment. $2. Everyo' 
welcome! FRI 15 (6:45-8:30am): Speakers 
Joyce Conroy and Dee Pannu present 
Export Programs and Services Offered 
Through Trade Team Alberta. $2. 

Everyone welcome! 

ST. JOSEPH HIGH SCHOOL 10830-109 
Street, Room B3 Archives, 463-9245. THU 
U (7pm): No fe coat A public meeting 
oe a le Ee Sst Se Se 





sponsored by the Edmonton Friends of the 
North Environmental Society to provide the 
public with information regarding Inland 
Cement's coal conversion proposal. 


SWEET WATER CAFE 12427-102 Ave., 
412-9582. TUE 12: Yes 2 Kindness-Y2K: 
Bringing Your Soul to Work presented by 
julie Tkachauk. 


WASKAHEGAN TRAIL ASSOCIATION 
(WTA) S.E. corner of Southgate Mall, 111 
Street, Whitemud Drive, 458-6904, SUN 10 
(9am): Free guided hike, approx. 11km 

at Snow Valley North. Bring lunch and 
beverage. 


LITERARY EVENTS 


CAPILANO LIBRARY 201 Capilano Mall, 
98 Avenue, 50 Street, 496-1802. 

*Every second WED (7-8:30pm): Capilano 
Book Club. 


GROUNDS FOR COFFEE 10247-97 St., 
490-1414. SAT 9 (1pm): vpen stage 
(music, poetry and more) Grounds For 
Jammin’, hosted by The Alberta Beatnik. 


ORLANDO BOOKS Bloomsbury Room, 
10123 Whyte Ave., 432-7633. FRI 8 
(7:30pm): Daphne Marlatt reads from her 
new book of poems, This Tremor Love Is. 
SAT 9 (3-Spm): Poetry reading by 
Boardwalk Writers Group from Calgary pre- 
me) poets Scott Alderson, William 
Coombes, Tanya Dion, Richard Berube and 
others. Free. FRI 15 (7:30pm): Launch of 
Lyric/Anti-lyric, essays on contemporary 
poetry by Douglas Barbour. 


SAVOY 10401-82 Ave., 438-0373. THU 
14 (7:30pm): Naked at the Savoy: Launch 
of Naked at School: Three Plays for Teens, by 
Chris Craddock, co-starring "The Blender" - 
Edmonton's hip-hop sensation. 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY 7 Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq., 496-1888. THU 14 
(10am-noon): Talking Book Club. $2 for 
refreshments. 


_ LIVE COMEDY — 
THE CITADEL MacLab Theatre, 9828- 


101A Avenue, 425-1820. FRI 15-SAT 16 
(8pm): Dave Broadfoot. TIX: $26. 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 34414 Calgary 
Trail North. THU 7-SAT 9: MC, Canadian 
Comedian of the Year Brent Butt and The 
Factory Improv Players. THU 14-SAT 16: 
MC, comedian Damen Tschritter and the 
Factory Improv Players. 


FARGOS ON WHYTE 10307 Whyte Ave., 
433-4526. SUN 10: Brent Butt. 


_ SPECIAL EVENTS 


THE ALANO CLUB 9929-103 St., 
4231807. Every FRI and SAT (9pm-2am): 
Sober dance with D} Jack. TIX: $5. 


BUDWEISER MOTORSPORTS PARK 
461-5801. FRI 8 (Spm pit gates; 6:30pm- 
sunset racing): Street Legal drag racing. 
SAT 9 (épmy. Nite Thunder oval racing. 


EDMONTON PRIDE FESTIVAL 488-3234. 
June 16-23. *Secrets Bar and Grill, 10249- 
107 St. FRI 15 (7pm): Pre-Pride Party. 
*Queen C19) Meats down Jasper Ave. N. 
on 121 St. SAT 16 (2pm) Parade. *Oliver 
Arena, 10326-118 St. SAT 16 (3:30pm): 
Pride Street Fair, eArts Barns, 10330.84 
Ave. SAT 16 (8pm): Northern Chaps Black 
Solstice. *Hellenic Hall, 10450-116 St. SAT 
16 (8pm): Unity Party. *Boots (the blue 
ean 10242-106 St. SAT 16 (12am): The 
Great Imposters. ©10943-84 Ave. SUN 17 
(3pm): Garneau beach volleyball. *Orlando 
Books, 10123 Whyte Ave. MON 18 (7pm): 
2001 Pride Forum hosted by Se tah 
*Tin Pan Alley, 4804 Calgary Trail S. MON 
18 (8pm): Live Songs of Pride show. 


FRINGE CABARET 2001 The Arts Barns, 
10330-84 Ave., 448-9000. SAT 9 (7pm 
door; 8pm show): Fundraiser event. TIX: 
$25 @ Fringe Theatre Adventures office. 


GLOBAL VISIONS FESTIVAL SOCIETY 
The Bonnie Doon Hall, 9240-93 Street, 
414-1052. FRI 15 (7pm): The Hope 
Experience: *Film screening of Butterfly 
(Dir. Doug Wolens. Documentary about the 
spiritual journey of Julia Butterfly Hill’s two- 
year tree sit in a 180-foot, thousand-year- 
old redwood tree she called Luna. *CjSR'S 
Global DJs Dance: World fusion w/D] 
Laura-Dawn and MC MotherPeace. 
Brazilian music w/ Pricila Maria. Reggae 
and Ska w/ Mick Sleeper. African music w/ 
T.O.T. The Original Tribesman. 
Demonstration of Brazilian Martial Art. 
Global Visions Festival fundraiser event. TIX: 
$10 adv., $12 @ door, kids under 12 free. 
Ady. tickets @ Earth’s General Store, 
Mountain Equipment Co-op. 


GRANDVIEW HEIGHTS COMMUNITY 
LEAGUE 12305-63 Ave., 437-7458. SAT 9 
(10am): Grandview Heights trail tromp, 
8km run and 3km fun run/walk. Proceeds 
to the Grandview playground and park. 


MOVING PICTURES FILM FESTIVAL 
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New City Likwid Lounge, 10161-112 
Street, 431-1766. Presented by Moving 
Pictures Collective. SUN 10 (6pm): 
Something Like a War (An examination of 
India's family planning program from the 
point of view of the women who are its 
primary targets). FRI 29: A Place of Rage 
(Angela Davis, Alice Walker, June Jordan 
talk about civil rights, Black Power, femi- 
nism). All screenings except A Place of 
Rage at 6pm. Followed by discussion. 
Donations welcome. 


NEXTFEST 2001 Roxy Theatre, 10708- 
124 St. and various other locations, 453- 
2440. Until June 10, Syncrude NeXt 
Generation Arts Festival. Theatre, cabarets, 
exhibitions, bands and songwriters. TIX: 
$6.50 all shows. $11 day pass, $25 festival 
pass, many free events. 


WEST EDMONTON MALL Ice Palace 
Rink, 444-8848. SAT 17 (10-12): Martial 
Arts Extravaganza: The Hong Park Tae 
Kwon Do College will be conductin 
“Break-a-thon” fund-raiser for the World 
Vision Foundation. The “Break-a-thon” 

will also include martial arts demonstrations 
of self-defense, weapons and other 

martial skills. 


WOMEN'S WORDS *University Extension 
Centre, 8303-112 St., 492-3093. Summer 
writing week. «Rm. 3-40. THU 7 (7pm): 
Readings of your voices. Free. 


Aapesri a 
BRAHMA KUMARIS MEDITATION CEN- 
TRE 207, 10132-105 Street, 425-1050. 
Learn the art of Raja Yoga meditation. 
Pre-register. 


CANADIAN MENTAL HEALTH ASSOCIA- 
TION *Every Mon and Thu, 6-9pm. 
Dealing with difficult people. 

June 18-July 5. 


CASTLE DOWNS LIBRARY 9 Lake 
Beaumaris Mall, 15333 Castle Downs Rd., 
496-1804, 414-5656, MON 11 (7pm): 
Computer basics. Pre-register. 


COMING OUT WORKSHOP 488-0564. 
*Every Tuesday night for 6 weeks, (7- 
10pm). An interactive workshop looking at 
comming Out, self-acceptance, relationships, 
HIV/AIDS and safer sex practices, homo- 

hobia, community. Led by two trained 
‘acilitators. Free and confidential. Until 
June 19, Pre-register. 





“Ae 
fee) 


A Quiet 


Centre forYou 
A Warm Welcome to Renew Your Spirit 


Our church doors are open 


Suppertime: Tuesdays 4:30-6:30 PM 


Cehanssi 





DEVONIAN BOTANIC GARDEN 5 km 
North of Edmonton on Hwy 60, 987-3054. 
*Nature AY and Horticulture Courses: 
*Saturday walk in the garden-trees and 
shrubs. SAT, June 9, 12pm. *Arts and 
Crafts Courses: *Willow bassinet for a doll. 
FRI, June 8, 6:30-9:30pm and SAT, June 9, 
9am-Spm. eRustic willow orchard bench. 
FRI, June 8, 6:30-10pm and SAT, June 9- 
SUN June 10, 8:30am-5:30pm. 
*Elizabethan Arbor and bench. SAT, June 
16-SUN, June 17, 8:30am-5:30pm. 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq., 422-6223. *Drop-in 
art for the absolutely terrified, THU, 7-9pm, 
$5 fee, no pre-registration required. Every 
SAT (3-5pm): Youth Drop-in Art 
Workshops, 14-17yrs. $5. 


EDMONTON CHINESE COMMUNITY 
SERVICES CENTRE 9540-102 Avenue, 
429-3111. Beginners Mandarin conversa- 
tion classes. Suitable for adults. Basic 
vocabulary, simple greetings, dining, shop- 
ping, and using the telephone. Instructor is 
native Mandarin. Until Aug. 3, 6-9pm. 
$135 members of the Edmonton Chinese 
Community Services Centre; $170 non- 
members, Annual membership is $5. 
Registration is limited to 10 students. 
Pre-register. 


GRANT MACEWAN COLLEGE »Jasper 
Place Campus, 10045-156 Street, 497- 
4336. Introduction to Adobe Illustrator, 
weekend workshop. Java for New Media 
Design. Starts June 12. *Introduction to 
Apple iMovie. June 16-17. *Introduction to 
QuarkXpress. June 16-17. *City Centre 
Campus, 497-4301. *Media 100-Non-lin- 


ear Video Editing for Beginners. June 11-15. 


INDIGO BOOKS, MUSIC AND CAFE 
1837-99 Street, South Edmonton 
Common, 432-4488. *Every FRI (7- 
9:30pm): Holistic health info sessions. 
Session cost applies. 


MERRYWOOD DANCE ACADEMY 
Queen Mary Park Community League Hall, 
10844-117 Street, 454-5005. Register for 
spring session sixteen weeks: Starting Sat, 
until Ie 9. Saturday classes. Beginners 
welcome. Teen, jazz and tap. Pre-register. 
RATCHADHAM TEMPLE 489-7754. Free 
meditation instructor course. A new medi- 
tation BptOdch for all peoples Mon-Fri 7- 
9:30pm. Through to Oct. Pre-register. 
SUSSEX GALLERIES 290 Saddleback 
Road, 988-2266. Adults and kids art 
classes, professional instruction, with 

small class sizes. 


OSU 


A Caring & inclusive 
Community of Faith 


Sa aS 
Noon-hour: Thursdays 12-1:00 PM Knox-Metropolitan 
United Church 


Comer 83rd Ave. and 109th St. 


For more information call 439-1718 


Fe ae 


ee SF Se AF Se = 


Sunday Worship 10:30 AM 


ae ee 


EKLY IS:EX 


__ omens ae 


We re 
SALES REPRESENTATIVE 


You possess experience in sales, and/or a diploma/degree 
in marketing or management. In addition, you excell 
in a reward-based position. We provide a positive work 
environment, where you will have the opportunity to 
be involved with Edmonton’s leading urban weekly. 


P 
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Classifieds 


Deadline for classified advertising is 12 noon the Tuesday before publication 


FREEeFREE* FREE* FREE * FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need 2 volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE, pro- 
viding the ad is non-profit. Ads of more than 20 words 
subject to regular price or cruel editing. Free ads must 
be submitted in writing, in person or by fax. Duplicate 
ads will not be published, except by mistake. Free ads 
will not be taken over the phone. Free ads will run for 
four weeks, if you require an ad to be renewed or can- 
celled please phone or fax the Classified 
department Please, fax your ad to 426-2889, or drop it 
off at the Empire Building, 307, 10080 Jasper Avenue 
Deadline is 3:00 PM the Monday before publication. 
Placement will depend upon available space 


The Studio Gallery, 143 Grandin Park Plaza, St 
Albert Ph 460-5990 seek visual artists for 
2001/2002 season. Painting, drawing, sculpting, 
mixed-media accepted. 

na0517 
A volunteer opportunity worth acting on! The 
University Hospital is currently looking for indi- 
viduals with a theatre background to volunteer 
with our Artists on the Wards team, This program 
aims to connect with patients to relieve bbredom, 
emotional distress and physical discomfort 
Mons 5-8pm. Ph Nola @ 407-8428 or 
nschwabe@cha.ab.ca for info. 

NAQS31 


A Frese Society of Visual Art Edmonton will 
be cai a General Meeting on June 13 at 
7pm at 11636-92 Street. This meeting will 
include the election of new board members. If 
you are interested in volunteering as a board 
member please attend. For more info ph Diane ® 
471-5731, e-m: bandjanzen®@compusmart.ab.ca or. 

0517 
Whyte Ave Art Walk: July 13-15. Seeking 120 
visual artists (painting, drawing, sculpting) 


Excellent exposure. Repenae fee $20. Ph Kim 


@ The Paint Spot 432-0240 
20510 


Beginner's Acting Classes 
Broadcast Film Making Courses 
Directing The Actor Classes 
Casting Director Workshops 


= at 
R CAREER ACTORS 


www .filmact.com 


LOG ON AND LEARN EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW 
AUDITIONS NOW ACCEPTED FOR SEPT. 2001 


Master Acting Classes - 
Audition Classes 
Children's Acting Classes 
Special Programs 


(604) 683-9290 





Life drawing sessions starting June 24 on 
Sundays, 12-3pm at the Paris Market, 10263-104 
St. Drop-in. Limited space. BYO non-toxic 

supplies for a beautiful afternoon. Ph 424 









Paris Market is seeking visual artists and/or smal! 
business vendors. Work towards your future on 
the weekends, Call 424-2511 with portfolio W-F 
10-5pm, or for more details on your own busi 
ness opportunity 

na0807 
Opportunity for Visual Artists: Paint, draw 
exhibit outside The Paint Spot, 10516 Whyte Ave 
Scheduling artists for weekdays or Saturdays all 
summer, No fee. Ph Colleen 432-0240 to reserve 
space 

40510 


Go Postal! ESPA is looking for unique letter 
openers to present as part of the Going Poastal 
Mail Art Expo at The Works (June 22-July 2) 
All items will be returned. Ph Lyn (780) 434-9236 
or espa2001 @home.com for info. 

na0S17 


Actor needed for show going to Winnipeg Fringe 
Male, late 20s to early 30s, comedy. Call Liz © 
497-7861 

na0531 


Congratulations to Herb Stanley - student of The 
Actors Intensive Workshop - on being signed 
with Ebbels Talent! Our students are working 
now. 433-1124 

20607 
Free actors workshop. Kristof Gillese's actors 
intensive workshop - weekday evenings in the 
Whyte Ave area. Our students are working now! 
First class is always free. 433-1124 

nado? 
Looking for extra to be in movie videos and 
many entertainment venues. All types of people 
needed (big and small, all ages). 444-7879 

0807 


Actor/singer needed for Fringe play. Should be 
able to impersonate “Elvis”. PI 545261 
na0s10 


Full Time Acting Program 
Improvisation Classes 
Celebrity Workshops 

Workshops and Audits 


e 501, 40 Powell St., Vancouver BC V6A 1E7 


We also provide a competitive base income with an 
excellent incentive structure. 


2’A\ND)EIING 





Local bands and musicians; The Edmonton 
Public Library wants to buy your CD. By adding 
your CD to the Library’s collection, you can 
help to publicize your act to the music-buying 
sublic. For details, contact Lloyd at 
litke@ publib.edmonton.ab.ca 

mea 706 
Attention Jazz Musicians! The Canada Council 
for the Arts is looking for you. A nationwide com- 






petition to select young jazz musicians 


roups. 
ensembles or jazz collectives to periorr 


t jazz 








d., a showcase at the Canadian International 
Jazz Convention in Toronto on Nov. 2. For info 
contact Sandra Bender at the Canada Council for 
the Arts. 1-800-263-5588. Deadline is July 13. 

nadsi7 
Professional make-up artist for all make-up needs 

*television *film *fashion ebrida hotography 

especial make-up effects. Ph 953-0283 
naQ24 
ee 


musicians 1 


Q-tron records is accepting submissions from 
“post-rock-experimental” bands for compilation. 
http://www. geocities.com/funkyfatweiner/demo 
submissions. htm! 

nef607 
Musicians Obsessed with Superheroes! Guitarists 
and bassist are looking for a drummer and other 
musicians interested in making thematic music in 


eclectic band, E-m:thegreendragon@canada.com 
for influences and other information. ‘Nuff said 
30607 


Guitarist Wanted for Rock Covers/Originals 
Band. Part Time. MUST have flexible schedule. 
Rick: 796-3500 (local) or rick@kamokrew.com 
<mailto:rick@kamokrew.com: 

naX607 


Turn your dreams into a career 





INSTITUTE 





| Nine month diploma programs 
? eae 








www.trebas.com 
reg@trebasv.com 


872-2666 


- ] 

: J Jira s 

ulre new team members. 
DISTRIBUTION REPRESENTATIVE 


If you have a vehicle (preferably a 
mini-van), and a desire to be involved 
with the best urban weekly in the prairies, 
this position will require roughly 


30 hours a week, including 
Wednesday and Thursday evenings. 


TO APPLY, please respond with a cover letter & resumé to: 
Office Manager, Vue Weekly, #507, 10080 - Jasper Ave. T5J 1V9 
e-mail: <advertising@vue.ab.ca> Or by fax at: (780) 426-2889 
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adult classifieds 


hadios FREET 


Meet Someone 
New Right Now! 


Pride Video 
~ © Gay Erotica 
e Cards 











FIND PRICNDSHIP & ROMANCE 
FOROS ONAL *s 
orrections 
TALKS | 448-2557 


44- 
uae teeta 


THE PERFECT PICK-UP LINE 
Local singles, live connections. 
Call (780) 490-2266 
Enter free trial code: 4996 
RL-BM0G15- bird 


ALL MALE PARTYLINE 
Local guys on line right now 
Connect live or just listen for FREE! 
Call 780-490-2299, And enter 
Your Free trial code 8103 
www. interactivemale.com 
AL BM Ge24— 


Get it Tonight! 
Instant live phone conyersations with hot 
Edmonton gay men. All live, all the time. Call 
for your free membership. 413-7144, 
vvcogsg'CL 








musicians 


Bassist with vocals needed with Rood ear, chops 
lus a sense of humour a must. No! dopers pls.! 
‘or more info Ph 604-8988 after 12 pm. an 


Wanted: Mature bass player and drummer to 
participate in original music project. Infl are old 
and new country, R&B, big band, jazz etc. etc. 
Leave message 457-8381. aes 


Ecclectic band seeks female keyboardist who 
can sing back-ups and possibly play other instru- 
ments as well, Call Brian 439-8787 or Gerard 
435-2177. 

naleO7 


Singer needed for rock band. Must be profes- 
sionally minded, creative, have strong voice, 
write lyrics. We are an original project. Nick @ 


433-5933. 
naQS31 


Looking for “Musicians”. Lead guitarist, bass gui- 
tarist and drummer with great attitudes and 
excellent vocals. For a country/rock band with a 
little “Latino® infl. Call 968-0426. = 
1 


Wanted: Bass player. Local band, exit303, cur- 

rently auditioning talent to replace energetic bass 

aise e-m: theband@exit303.com. Jay 435- 
315, 


nadS3t 


Serious singer seeking serious musicians to form 
a band (jazz, R&B, blues and folk). Call Althea 


488-474 
naQs24 


Guitarist looking for gigging and/or touring 
band. Looking to start immediately. 
Ph Jeff 464-7672. 

_na0624 


Experienced, educated, FAT/Epitaph infl. guitarist 
w/precision riffs, melodies, bg vocals and wicked 
gear seeking side projects. Call Mike 308-2623" 

4 


FAT/Epitaph infl. band seeking drummer w/gal- 
loping beats. Weekly sessions, original project 
wipotetntial for shows and recording. Ph Mike 
908-2633 

natéas 


LIVE ACTION SHOWS 
FOR BOOKINGS OR INFO 


CAL d22- ddd 
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PRIVATE LESSONS|OFFERED * 
BY QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS x 


* 
* 

ze TO STUDENTS OFANYAGE 4 
* : 

* 

* 
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433-0138 


10848 - B82 Avenue, Edmonton 





















FE Contest Rules” 
Weeldy 27S 
bectocthcbtntaored A more than once every _ 


Cy FA cence les 


musicians 


Wanted female or male lead guitarist for female 
fronted heavy metal band. Stron: Serge ring 
skills and backing vocals a must. Gigs booked, 
serious inquiries only. Ph 451-4518; e-m: septi- 
mus_can@hotmail.com 

ng0524 


Looking for an energetic female lead singer? 
Willing to sing anything. Call Adrienne at 
903-0969. 

na0524 
Rock band seeking professionally minded singer. Must 
be creative, have strong voice and write lyrics. We are 
an original project. Nick 433-5933. any 


*Moulin Rouge* bp. femal vocalisperformer search- 
ing for ladies 16-21 with soul and voices to perform 
around Edmonton. FUN!! Nevada 450-9121 vonbiek- 


er@powersurir.com. 
nat517 


Exp, female vocalist who can hold her own on stage, 
looking for talented band/musicians, Nevada 450- 
9121 vonbieker®@powersurfr.com. 

30517 
Blues/rock band looking, for guitarist and drummer. 


Call Rick Hodge @ 466-7632 
nats17 


Guitarist looking for acoustically-minded bassist and 
drummer for original folk/roov/blues Pyles Inf: 
Dylan, Neil Young, The Band. Call John @ 425-5899, 
a5 17 
21 year old with songs needs guitar player with gear 
and professional attitude. Infl: Deftones, Portishead, 


Finger Eleven. Kristy 437-6223. 
~ nai? 


Experienced, educated -drummer eB Bigs, 
plays all musical styles. Call Blair, 432-2144 
an0517 


Aggressive, confident singer wanted for hard 
rock / metal band. Original music only. Call Mark 
@ 919-8869. 

naS17 


Confident, aggressive guitarist wanted for hard 
tock / metal band. Original music only. Call 


Blake @ 619-6766. 
90517 


Wanted lead singer for primarily original/some cov- 

ers band, We've got the songs but need the voice. 

Infl; Wallflowers, Fastball, Oasis. Ph 452-9556. 
30510 


Cute indie rock musician looking for cute indie 
rock grrl to share good times with. Chris 450-3575. 
30510 


Drummer needed for Stash Rack Trio. 
stash447@hotmail.com Ph:482-1123 
n@0510 


Singer/Songwriter looking for bass player to start 
original rock band. {nfluences... Smashing 
Pumpkins, Neil Young, U2, Poe etc... Ph. Mike Jr 
487-0314 

nads24 


employment 


TRAVEL ~- teach English: Job guaranteed. 
5day/40hr July 11. TESOL teacher cert. course 
or by corresp. FREE info pack 1-888-270-2941. 
www.canadianglobal.net. 


Wi05 10.0711 


DRIVER WANTED! 
$15.+/br 
Thursdays only 8am-4pm (flexible). 
Must own your own mini-van 


or small truck. 
Must be and reliable. 
Pleasant, regular routine. 
Please call Mel @ 907-0570. 


¥W0329-000 


Place your Classified ad in Vue Weekly. 
Phone 426-1996 for more info. 





Waiters and Waitresses 


Cafe On Whyte 
Seeking good 
reliable people 


drop off resume at: 
10159-82 (Whyte) Ave. 


experience an asset 
















help wanted 


HELP SAVE RAPTORS ; 
Improve the Quality of Life for thousands of 
injured birds. Join the Alberta Society for Injured 
Birds of Prey’s door to door - Outreach 
Campaign. You too can Soar with the Eagles! 
Average $B:si2/hr. Ph Rick @ (800) 452-6796. 
VW 0510-0524 


Endangered Species need protection. 
Paid positions with 
Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society 
to organise public aeeeek 
Ph Cara @ 432-096, 
10517-0705 (Bwks) 


for rent 





2 rooms for rent. $250 + DD _ shared utilities/month 
Close to NAIT, downtown, Sally 477-8382 
WWK0607-0614 (2reks) 


for sale 





Inline Skates: Street/aggressive style, Salamon ST.70 
size 10, Bought at the end of last summer. Hardly used 
due to no talent. 434-5910. 

ywi0s24— (01) 


health and fitness 





Lose weight, gain energy and improve your 
health. Safe effective herbal products 
Call Natasha @ 423-3277. 
WW 0531-0719 (ks) 


massage therapy 





Deep relaxation massage for your aching body. 
Whyte Avenue area. Non-sexual 
Almasta 405-8765 
VW0524-0713 (Bwks) 


music instruction 


MODAL Ie IN 
: 466-3116 = 
Music Instruction for guitar, drums, flute, recorder, 
Irish tin whistle, 
Private instruction: focus 
on individual! Professional, caring instructors 
with music degrees, ba music instruction since 
| 
FREE INTRODUCTORY MEETING 


VW! JUNE2001 





services 





Special Events — Event Listin, 
Edmonton’s free event-listings web site. Doin; 
somethin? Tell us! Wondering what's going on? 

Visit us. http: www.Round-town eet 
VW0607-0728 (Bwks)AG 


| 


shared accommodation 


NEED ROOMMATE $250/month incl utilities, 
phone extra. Downtown, Oliver House. Call 
918-4777 after.7pm. Non-smoker. No pets 

WWi0517-0724 (2wks) 
10340 121 St Lrg 2 1/2 stry 5 bdrm 

free parkg+Laundry$350+up+dd+shrd utils 458-6058. 

ww0503-0626 (Bwks) 


volunteers 





Do you like bikes? Be apart of the North 
American Cyicle Courier Championshi s and 
Bike Festival! Contact Corrine 780-426-6713 
e-m: wytchy@hotmail.com. Don't miss out on 

this great time! 
ne0607 


The Teen Suicide Research Team at the U of A is 
dajng a study on what is helpful in overcoming 
suicidal thoughts, feelings and behaviours in 
teen years. They are looking for teens and/or 
young adults who were suicidal between 13-21 
years and are no longer suicidal. If you're inter- 
ested in taking part in this confidential study call 
the U of A at 492-5350 

ng0531 


Ay te Society of Visual Art Edmonton will 
be holding a General Meeting, June 13, 7pm. 
11636-92 St. This meeting will include the 
election of new board members. If you are inter- 
ested in volunteering as a board member please 
attend. For info e-m: bandjanzen@compus- 
martab.ca or ph Diane @471-5731. 

NAQSS3I 


A volunteer opportunity worth acting on! The 
University Hospital is currently looking for indi- 
viduals with a theatre background to volunteer 
with our Artists on the Wards team. This pro- 
Fly aims fo connect with patients to relieve 
oredom, emotional distress and physical dis- 
comfort. Mons raya Ph Nola @ 407-8428 or 
nschwabe@cha.ab.ca for info. 


Volunteers needed to “make fun” at the 
Edmonton International Street Performers 
Festival! July 6-15. Sir Winston Churchill 
Square. Ph Ann-Marie at 425-5162 for info, 

Volunteers must be min 18 yrs of age. 


DO YOU ENJOY THE ARTS? If the answer is 
yes, then come and join our VOLUNTEER TEAM 
at ART EXPO 2001 - THE WORKS VISUAL ARTS 

FESTIVAL from June 22-July 2, 2001. A variety 
of Volunteer Programs are available. For more 
info call Jackie @ 426-2122 ext 230. 


_[support your local food bank 
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(Free local EDMONTON . > 
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© FREE call: 5 For MEN Call: 
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LN) 
"ESSENCE perfectly defines Williams' special genius" 
- Rolling Stone 


"...most of the album is sensuous acoustic pop. 
Perfect for sultry summer nights." - Maclean's 


After the success of 1998's Grammy-winning 

CAR WHEELS ON A GRAVEL ROAD, many thought 
that Lucinda Williams might never be able to top herself. 
Her new album, ESSENCE is proof that she can. 

Eclectic and powerful, filled with edgy tunes that stick 
in your head so that you end up humming them all day. 
ESSENCE is another classic from the woman who is 
widely considered to be one of the best 
singer/songwriters working today. 


WHISKEYTOWN - PNEUMONIA $14.'79 


"If there's to be a nirvana among the bands that are imprecisely dubbed alternative country, look to 
Whiskeytown." 

.- Rolling Stone 

Since this band emerged in the mid-90's, they've been proclaimed as pioneers 

in the alt-country, rock fusion movement. Pneumonia, their 4th album 

and "swan song," was recorded in 1998 for Geffen/Outpost and never released. 

It has been heralded by those who've heard it as their best album ever. 


THE CASH BROTHERS - HOW WAS TOMORROW $13.49 


"Gems - elegant but understated - perfect sibling harmonies" 

- MOJO Magazine, UK 

"surely one of the most compelling debuts in recent memory - wonderfully weaves together their smokey, 
low-end voices and dense guitars" 

- amazon.com 


"11 tracks of prime, well-crafted country-tinged rock" 
- The Independent, London UK 


"No relation to Johnny Cash, but they bring honour to the name" 
- Daily Mirror, London UK 


ALL THREE TITLES AVAILABLE IN STORE TUESDAY, JUNE 5 2001 





CATCH THE CASH BROTHERS LIVE WILLIE NELSON his new album "Rainbow 
MON. JUNE 11TH AT THE REV Connection" in stores June 19th: A “family album" of 
classics & standards 


Se: 


Downtown Edmonton 10232 106th $t 424-6000 / Edmonton South 3110 Calgary Trail South 432-6400 





